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Abstract

This study explores the relationships
between religious orientation, death anxiety
and sensation seeking. 360 undergreaduate
and graduate students from Shahid Beheshti
University were chosen according to
convenience sampeling. Subjects completed
the Allports Religious Orientation Scale, the
Templers Death Anxiety Questionniare, and
the Zukermans Sensation Seeking
Questionniare (form 5). Having used
Pearsons correlation coefficient, multiple
regression analysis, and t-test, the following
results were reported: 1. Religion has
negative relation with death anxiety and
sensation seeking (bordom acceptance,
inhabition escapingand experience seeking).
2.Internalreligious orientation hasnagative
ralation with death anxiety and inhabitation
escaping; also death anixety is the most
predictable factor for internal religious
orientation in comparison with inhabition
escaping (p<./01) 3. External religious

orientation has negative relation whith
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sensation seeking and experience seeking,
inhabition escaping and bordom acceptance
(p<./01). Moreover, inhabition escaping is the
most predictable factor among the other
factors. However, no relation between
external religious orientation and death
anxiety was obtained, 4. No meaningful
relation between death anxietyand sensation
seeking was obtained, 5. There were no
differences between boys and girls in terms
of religious orientatiion, (exernal and
internal) and sensation seeking, but there are
gender differences in death anxiety and
inhabition escaping: Boys have more
inhabition escaping than girls, while girls have
more death anxiety thand boys, 6. The
graduate students have more internal
religious orientatiion than undergraduate
students (p<./05) and also have less sensation
seeking (p<./01).

Keywords:internal religious orientation,
externalreligious orientation, death anxiety,

sensation seeking.
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