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Self-sufficiency according to Goethe, Schiller and Kleist in their
Historical Plays: Gétz von Berlichingen, Wilhelm Tell and Die
Hermannsschlacht

Ebrahim Estarami, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Department of Cerman Language and Literature
Facufty of Letters and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University

Abstract
The main subject of the three historical plays Gtz von Berlichingen by Goethe, Wilhelm Tell by
Schiller and Die Hermannsschiacht by Kieist is self-sufficiency against various forms of despotism
and cruelty in periods of political and social chaos. in these warks self-sufficlent characters such as
Arminius, GOtz and Tell are introduced, whose self-sufficiency against despotism and foreign
invasions is discussed-in three different histarical periods, In this way, these writers, with their own
points of view, have tried indirectly to show the different paths of confronting despotist and the
limftations of seif-sufficiency in the periods in which they lived, the 18% and 19" centuries. These
plays show that Goethe and Schiller have examined selfsufficiency more accurately, and view the
issue relatively and in a more cautions manner, and confirm its validity anly under specific
conditions, In contrast, Kieist, because of his great sense of nationalism and desire for a united
Germany, viewed the issue of self sufficiency from a more biased and radical point of view. The
issue of seff-sufficiency is not restricted to these three plays, and as Jong that history is 2 record of

" despotism, this issue will always remain important and relevant; -
Keywords: Seff-sufficiency, despotism, foreign invasion, Habshurgh rule, freedom, independence.
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