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Abstract

The present study is aimed to compare
family structure percepted and ideal
between parents and their young adult
children. 367 families (n =1128) inclu-
ding father, mother, and a young adult
child (15-29) were selected randomly
through cluster sampling among fami-
lies inhabited in Tehran, Isfahan, Tab-
riz, Sanandaj, and Khoramabad. All
three members completed Family Ad-
aptability and Cohesion Evaluation
Scale (third version, FACES-III, Ols-
on et al., 1985) separately. Before car-
rying out the questionnaires, demog-
raphic information of family mem-
bers was adopted by an interview.

The results of the present study indicate

¥Corresponding author: Dept. Family Research
Institute, Shahid Beheshti University, G.C., Iran.
Tel: +9821-22431814

Fax: +9821-29902368

Email: m-mazaheri @sbu.ac.ir

X . .
sl e 50
i S o8NS pwlidilg ) 05,5 5 00lgils BuSlimgly Latils
Hobo wloludle yguaio

Sy el oK cages cwliiilsy (5125 (emeiils

Sy D90

g S ol8ils 0olgils BuSimghy g iy 05,5 o ye

o..\..S.&
S plgear - Sl agn sl Gl Soe
b gyl s STl anlie - o iagh
Wil e gl Glex lassyd g padly jo eolgils
G VYA eolgls YVE olaw jshate cpay
(YA LND) oloz &3 ,8 G g yole oy 5l JSica
s slond o oSl sleeslsls s |
CrSased gy b oblp s g gasie Gy (olekel
[T SRR SR W ol L;l:do,o.)..l.g Lgl:\.i:}é-
alflas jobay 7 o cauSes b sleoslgls
03lgils (Stwsy 5 iyl Sled)l ol
ohLhes 5 ogudl FACES-II oo iolpg)
drdoliiuw p szl 5l L8 2005 eSS |, (YRAD
b oolgls 0550 50 3La 090 ST g Dol
slaaisl ..\4.3; Ked soclyb t_gLé.c‘ L sla=las

el 0 plamil llyz Lo lojls o colom b idghy ol
. . ERTT . . X
B Kasls - Q-As‘ - Q‘)‘?f‘ Jj.ﬁ...m O g
olgils saSlimg sy
SYN-YARYYPA sl jg0 «YA-YYFYVANE : 0l

email: m-mazaheri @sbu.ac.ir s 280 oy



330/ VYA O3 N5 o5locd /ol Jl / ga 55303 5l aolela

that there is no significant generation
gap in the field of family structure and
function (at perceived and ideal levels)
and most of the families are placed in
a balanced family system. Although,
from the perceived family structure
point of view, both fathers and
mothers have perceived their family
structure as “flexible-cohesive”, their
young children have perceived their
real family structure as “disorganized-
cohesive”. Also, a general addup of
the five cities being studied revealed
that all three members, including
father, mother, and child, described
their ideal family structure as
“disorganizedcohesive”. In other wor-
ds, they wish more cohesion and
flexibility. Moreover, comparing the
results is indicative of significant
differences between perceived and
ideal conditions of youth as well as
perceived and ideal conditions of
parents. In order to explain the plac-
ement of family in a balanced
condition and the absence of gener-
ation gap, we relied on the balanced
family system with a more positive
condition in comparison to other
family systems and leads to balance
and healthy family function. Appro-
priate adaptability and cohesion in
these systems are among the healthy
functioning and family structure
criteria in circumplex theory of Olson
and many other structural theories of
family. They might be of the impor-
tant factors of intergenerational solid-
arity and agreement. Yet, while expla-
ining parents’ and children’s differe-
nces in cohesion and adaptability
conditions, investigators believe that
several factors result in different or
contrast parent-child views regarding
communication (real or hypothetical):
different experience of stressors, social
environment, different expectations.

KeyWords: perceived condition, ideal
condition, family, parents, young chil-
dren.
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