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YIS0 (R} -- The Communict Party opened up an early
‘ead a5 expacted Sunday in & Aussian parliamentary ehection
seen a5 3 dhess retearsal for maxt year's presidential poll. But a
prorrembn party wes nurring second and ar allied right-of-
center grovup perfor med unespectedly well.

An exit poll guoted b NTV televicion after vobing erded across
e vast country at 1800 GMT gave 23 percent o the
Communists, staunch critics of Presiders Boris Yelsin. The Linity
Party, set up three manths ago 1o back Kremlin policy and Prime
Mirdster iadisnir Putin, stood at 24 percert.

Third place with 1 percent was shared )
by Father land-Al Russla, a bloc G Wbt Hipins
coposed to the Kremlin, and the Uion  SE5e s eres
of RIGr-Wing Forces (SPS), & pro-
Western party of tedhroirats whidh
Wrrid ir 3 surprisingly Song
showing. 9PS broadly backs Fuin,

Proview of 2000 presidential
race

The battle Cetween the cerdrist parbies o
15 expected o test the strength of bree
passibie future presicdents; Moscow
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Mirister ‘Yevgery Primakov, who leads
the Fatrertand-All Russia coslitior; and o
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The space shuttie D scovery Ilted off imto 1he
> mght skies over Flords on Sundsy on b rarg

; Telescopa. which hag baen ide since mid-
. Novambe.

Tre taunch ended a §inng of nine fustrating
delays The Hubble migsien originally was

: scheduind for Otloter, but was repeatacly L ;
changed because of a bamage of equipmant {9‘5 - |
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