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I am talking of trends leading up to today's dominating globalisation. In fact,
Switzerland had the pood instincl, without making any concession in her
national identity, to adapt to globalising world, society and economy, and to
hecome a remarkable success. It took a lot of unemotional assessment of what
was needed and what would be an obstacle on the way to success. A very sober
and straightforward, a very Swiss approach to World affairs.

I read one of the stories of “Yeki Bud, Yeki Nabud / Once Upon a Time”, in
English, not in Farsi, | confess.

And I started to understand what the revolutionary effect of Jamalzadeh's prose
must have been. It is his straightforwardness in the plot, in the style and in the
vocabulary. It reminded me somehow of Swiss literature of the 20" century
(more of the second half of the century): again a kind of soberness,
straightforwardness, without pompous features in style and vocabulary.

I know little of Persian literature. But if my first observations and hesitant
speculations are right, | can vaguely imagine what the Persian literature must
have been before Jamalzadeh, and what his impact was on it.

If you can join me in my speculative thoughts, you may also recognise the
possible contribution of the Swiss, even if | do not aspire to explain why and
how Jamalzadeh became a literary revolutionary.

To have been host to an eminent cultural reformer, a revolutionary in the best
meaning of the word, is a good thought and a good feeling.

I thank Persian literature to have given Switzerland some space in its history.

Let us pass on Jamalzadeh’s spirit and determination to younger generations of
literary talents and cultural activists! If anyone remembers Switzerland’s role at
one stage of your history, all the better for me and for all our common
endeavours in the cultural field!



And this was very much to my amazement. How can the classical reference to
fairy tale language trigger a revolution? Political revolutionaries are known
throughout history to coin different types of sentences for taunching their
campaigns!

Then I found out that Jamalzadeh had translated Friedrich Schiller’s drama
wWilliam Tell/Wilhelm Tell” into Persian. Wilhelm Tell is the story about our
jegendary national hero who is said to have triggered an early resistance alliance
among his fellow countrymen to oppose foreign domination. Take that figure as
a revolutionary and you end up explaining that Jamalzadeh took his
revolutionary inspiration from that.

The discomforting thing about it is that the story of William Tell became a
widely recognised national legend some five hundred years after the historical
facts only. And, even worse, the author of that drama, Friedrich Schiller, was no
Swiss. He was German. Thus, if the story of William Tell was to become a
constitutive part of our national identity, we owed it to foreign literary influence,
a sort of cultural colonialism!

All this does not apply to Jamalzadeh. I understand that he is fundamentally and
genuinely Persian and not Swiss.

But was there not something which could be seen as Switzerland’s contribution
to Jamalzadeh’s cultural role in Iran?

Of course I do not know, and 1 am not going to invent and pretend fictitious
reasons. But why not try a few speculative thoughts? Just for argument’s sake
and in order to justify the invitation extended to me to talk to you tonight.

Switzerland has had, indeed, throughout the 19" century the bad reputation, in
the eyes of the then dominating monarchies in Europe, of being a haven for
liberals, revolutionaries and other scaring figures.

This reputation lived on into the 20™ century and was the cause for thousands of
persecuted persons to seck and find refuge in my country during World War
One. Jamalzadeh may have had his personal reasons to come to Switzerland in
the twenties of the last century, what he found there was a specific Swiss
attitude to confront inevitable major trends of World society.

What he found there was probably the Swiss talent not to oppose general trends
which you cannot change, but rather to join them and make a virtue of
succeeding within them.
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Mohammad Ali Jamalzadeh

Thoughts by Philippe Welti
Ambassador of Switzerland to the Islamic Republic of Iran
On the occasion of the Ceremony commemorating Mohammad Ali Jamalzadeh
On 12" November 2006
In the House of Antists in Tehran

Mohammad Ali Jamalzadeh - a reformer, a revolutionary in the realm of
Persian literature! Ever since 1 have started to hear and to read about
Jamalzadeh, I have been confronted with that label.

Then | discovered that Jamalzadeh has spent most of his life in Switzerland and
that most of his literary work had been written there, in my home country.

So the question arose quite naturally how far Jamalzadeh’s experience living in
Switzerland had contributed to his revolutionary role in Persian literature.

Is Switzerland such a revolutionary intellectual ground on which whole non-
European civilisations can be turned upside down?

Is this really our reputation and image?

You may laugh, but there was, mdwd such a time, But no longer, however, in
the 20" century, the period when Jamalzadeh took in the intellectual atmosphere
prevailing in Switzerland during his time,

What was it then that inspired him in my home country to produce literary
works which would have, then, that undisputed effect on lranian cultural life and
thinking?

In my search for explanations I first came across the title of “Yeki Bud, Yeki
Nabud™ - the English equwalent would be “Once upon a time” - which laid
the foundation for his reputation of being a fundamental reformer of Persian

literary language.



