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In the ancient city of London/ on a certain autumn day in the second

quarter of the sixteenth century / a boy was born to a poor family of the
name of Canty / who did not want him.
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On the same day another English child was born to a rich family of the
name of Tudor / who did want him.
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The royal barge / attended by its gorgeous fleet/ took its stately way
down the Thames through the wilderness of illuminated boats.
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After which / he would go forth in his rags and beg a few farthings / eat
his poor crust /take his customary cuffs and abuse / and then stretch himself

upon his handful of foul straws / and resume his empty grandeurs in
his dreams.
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Tom stammered a moment / in a pathetic confusion / then got it out --
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The beams were painted red or blue or black according to the owner’s
taste /and this gave the houses a very picturesque look.
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The higher the houses grew / the broader they grew.
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"Good lads / say to your master that Edward Prince of Wales desireth
speech With him."

A great shout went up at this/ and one rude fellow said—
" Marry / art thou his grace's messenger / begger ? "
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One summer’s day he saw poor Anne Askew and three men burned at the

staked in Smithfield / and heard an ex-Bishop preach a sermon to them
which did not interest him.
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..She talked about mills, and about weavers, tinkers, smiths, trades and
tradesmen of all sorts and ../
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"Dear heart /he should have been born a king!" muttered Hendon /
admiringly/" he playeth the part to a marvel."
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There be punch-and-Judy shows /and monkey -- oh such antic
creatures!
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... A boy was born to a poor family of the name of Canty / who did not
want him.
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... /" But I cannot give him up--oh no / I can not / I cannot--he MUST be
my boy!"
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What would the boy naturally do?
Where would he naturally go?
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When he came home empty-handed at night / ...
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... No ! by book and bell / NOT lost !
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"Know'st thou the Latin?"
"But scantly / sir / I doubt ."
“Learn it / lad: tis hard only at first. The Greek is harder / but ... "
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And after them came a knight/ then the...
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..." Troublous dreams/ troublous dreams!
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It was a sufficiently ugly costume
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One of his swollen legs had a pillow under it, and was wrapped in

bandages.
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Tom was conducted to the principal apartment of a noble suite/ and made
to sit down--
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It was a boy/ bareheaded/ ill shod/ and clothed in coarse plebeian
garments that were falling to rags. He raised his hand with asolemnity which
ill comported with his soild and sorry aspect/ and delivered this note of
warning--
"I forbid you to set the crown of England upon that forfeited head. I am
the king!"
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'Space being made/ presently entered a baron and an earl appareled after
the Turkish fashion in long robes of bawdkin powered with gold; hats on
their heads of crimson velvet/ with great rolls of gold/ girlded with two
swords/ called scimitars/ hanging by great bawdricks of gold. Next came yet

another baron and another earl/ in two long gowns of yellow satin/ traversed
with white satin/ and in every bend of white was a bend of crimson satin/
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after the fashion of Russia/ with furred hats of gray on their heads; either of
them having an hatchet in their hands/ and boots with pykes' (points a foot
long)/ 'turned up. And after them came a knight/ then the Lord High
Admiral/ and with him five nobles/ in doublets of crimson velvet/ voyded
low on the back and before to the cannel-bone/ laced on the breasts with
chains of silver; and over that/short cloaks of crimson satin/ and on their
heads hats after the dancers' fashion/ with pheasants' feathers in them. These
were appareled after the fashion of Prussia. The torchbearers/ which were
about an hundred/ were appareled in crimson satin and green/ like Moors/
their faces black. Next came in a mommarye. Then the minstrels/ which
were disguised/ danced; and the lords and ladies did wildly dance also/ that
it was a pleasure to behold.'
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The larger part of his day was wasted -as he termed it/ in his own mind-

in labours and pertaining to his royal office.
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