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In the dark of my room | imagined that | saw again the heavy grey face of the
paralytic. | drew the blankets over my head and tried to think of Christmas. But the
grey face still followed me.
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It had always sounded strangely in my ears, like the word gnomon in the Euclid and
the word simony in catechism.
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| found it strange that neither | nor the day seemed in a mouring mood and | felt

even annoyed at discovering in myself a sensation of freedom as if | had been freed
from something by his death.
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He had explained to me the meaning of the different ceremonies of the Mass and
of the different vestments worn by the priest.
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