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Abstract 

The noble principle of « saint – ship » is one of the most important 

aspects of Islamic Sufism and Gnosticism. The need of conductor for 

the help and guidance of a perfect sheik and saint in order to pass the 

complex way of conduct has always been emphasized in educative 

books of Sufism – whether prose or poem. Hakim Termazi is the first 

sufist to provide the concept of saint – ship in a framework of a rather 

complete theory and thinking system.Although simultaneous to Hakim 

Termazi and also after him, the concept of saint – ship has been 

mentioned in gnosticist texts, Mohi–al–Din Ibn Arabi was the one 

who completely systematized this theory.So many people after him 

made efforts to explain and expand his thoughts and ideas, but could 

not add anything to his original ideas. Termazi’s idea has not been 

considered as the founder of the thoughts of Ibn Arabi in the field of 

saint ship, and the efforts of other sufists and authors, who completed 

the ideas of ibne Arabi in this regard, are all ignored.  

The present paper tries to present the evolution of saint – ship 

thoughts and the related discussions on the basis of the most important 

prose books of Sufism , although , is some cases it makes use of the 

poems in the field of Gnosticism.  

Key Words: Saint – Ship, Saint, The perfect man, Master and Pupil, 

The miracle.  
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