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Gender, Age, and Sociceconomic Status Differences in Children’s

Religious Beliefs

Rarich Wasirzadel Masoud H, Chari, PhD

M.ACIn Psvehology Shirar University

Abstract
I nterviews and drawings o 122 Iranian ¢hildren.
aged 6 10 1 aboul religious belicfs and concepts fe.g.,
Gody were examined. The results showed that, children
painting God’s 1mage used light more than any other sy-
mbal. Durtng Iree associations, children mentioned God's
benevelence more than other attributes. Girls mostly depic-
ted Gad in the form ol symbals, while bays drew God
more buman-Tike. In deseribing God's decds. 6 to 7 year
olids mentioned the mare positive and neutral aspecets, 9 to
10 year olds noled God's omnipostence, and 10 10 1t year
olds spoke matsly ol the negative. Children from low socio-
eoonomic stalus primarity prayed in times of need and on
spectal occastons, Whereas, those with high socioeco-
nemic status preferred praying in particular places and
regularly. Iimplications in teaching religion and its related
concepls are discassed.

Key words: God. rehgilous heliefs, gender, age. sociocea-

e status, children,
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I. self-disinterested
2. primat faith
1. projective/intuitive

4. literal/mythical
5. conventional/synthetic
6. reflective/individuative

7. executive cgo
8. conjunctive
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