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‘THE PICTURE BUD
A paper by A. Behrooz, Ph. D.

The Paper Abstract :

Those who have carefully surveyed Sseb’s Divan
will agree that this poet has used all kinds of images
to establish his idesas and beliefs . He has gone so
far that he has sometimes used very minor and, in
appearance, trivial things in such a way that no other poet
has ever done in the vast sphere of Persian Literature :
things that most people encounter in their daily life but
pass by them without paying any attention to them .
These images are sometimes natural objects like «a greenery
under a piece of stone» , and «a thorn at the top of &
fences, and sometimes man-made things like «the picture
bud:, and ¢the cold own» as in:

tlaz O6 o Ko 55 5 a5 m 595 S

«The picture bud» which is the theme of this pa_
per has been used in Saeb’s Poetry in the sense of a bud
depicted in a painting, the same as «the pictcre mirrors ,
« the picture nightingale », and « the picture flower s are
found to meen respectively the mirror, the nightingale ,
and the flower which have been depicted in paintings.

The paper has located twenty occurrences of ‘the
picture bud’ ‘six occurrences of’ the picture mirror, two
occurrences of ‘the picture nightingale’ and five occurrences
of the pictare flower in different distiches in Saeb's
Divan . Besides, since there is some disagreement and
difference of opinion among scholars in the Sense and




Sl sl 3 Slaal MK & A Yy,

meaning of one of the distiches containing the image
‘the picture bud' the writer will give his own interpretation

of this distich , and will expect other literary scholars
to guide him in case their interpretation are different
from his . This distich is:
b OLTa e oz wsS n Dasbaes
3iluir gttt 10 ol oped
In the first hemistich , Saeb says : «Silence is the
best response to the idle-talker», the same as a famous
Persian  expression says:
] 2 gals olghi b Ll gap
In the second hemistich, the poetsays that & rude breeze
destroys and breaks the natural buds and flowers by
blowing harshly , but the picture bud will do awag
with this "rudeness of the breeze and will neutralise its
rudeness and lewdness by keeping calm and quiet.
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