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When asked about the differences between print and digital media he said the
print media use one-way and vertical communication bed. In other words the
messages are transmitted through an up-down direction.

"In this way, every media is linked to power and wealth centers and should the
will of the wealth and power centers is favored towards war the media act in that
direction and if they favor peace subsequently the respective media behave in
peace direction”, Shokr-Khah added.

When asked about the reasons behind the more effectiveness of digital media
towards the materialization of peace ends he noted that since the digital media
are two-sided and have horizontal position they have a sort of communication
with the audience.

"Weblogs which are not considered to be among the paradaigm or main
stream media as well as digital media and popular and civic journalism can better
serve peace”, he further noted.

He also said that the digital media generally have anti-power nature.

Also speaking to Rasaneh Dr. Mohammad-Mehdi Frogani a lecturer at
Allameh Tabatabie University, the Department of Journalism said because of
two major factors the media have been mainly active in fortifing the face of
conflict at the international level. The first factor goes back to the advanturist
nature of media in which they underiine mostly the news values which draws
audineces interst like conflict.

According to the managing director of Rasaneh, the second factor is the direct
and/or indirect dependence of media to power and their use of news material
from power sources.

Elsewhere Dr.Forqani told in principal many of the media, knowingly or
unknowingly, prefer to get the information they require from statesmen. "What
we see in the international behavior of the statemen is de facto conflict and
contradiction. They try to keep their national interest at the price of risking the
world peace and keeping power," he added.

Dr. Forgani also said a content and discourse analysis of the Western media
shows that they are after strengthening hatered and enmity while having
not-friendly look to the Muslims, Palestinians, the Arabs and Islam.
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"Establishing peace keeping is a good thing per se while war is evil, therefore
those who think about good and encouraging good as a matter of fact would
think about peace as well," he added.

The president of Iran’s National UNECSCO Commission elsewhere noted
that one of the most vital ways and the works the media can do is to depict and
show the ugly and evil consquences of war from one side and showing the
advantages and dimensions of peace from the other.

Meanwhile Dr. Mohammad Reza Tajik told Resaneh that in his opinion the
world has passed the phases in which the international security and peace could
be achieved through "terror balance", "power balance" and the "world
hegemony".

He said one can think about sustainable peace and understanding only when
all recognize each other status and position in front of law, secondly when all
recognize each others national sovereignty, third all respect the similarities as
well as differences of cultures, governmental systems and policies, fourth, all
respect international laws and regulations, fifth, all with a unique will (through
accepted international organizations and bodies) confront violent and pro-war
countries, sixth all should try to introduce "dialogue and "negotiations" to be
recognized as the only and the best way for resolving the disputes and wars,
seventh, all should try to make their best efforts for making trust-building
between the world countries and eighth that no country in the world should
consider itself as the world unique hegemony.

When asked about the role that the media can play in today’s world as to
reduce the world tensions Dr. Tajik said, " the media as trans-national civic
society institutions are the active mediators among the nations, the civilizations,
organizations and the individuals.

"Therefore, they (the media) can both herald the message of peace and pave
the ground for waging war," he added.

Talking about the role of media in image making in war and peace time
Dr.Tajik noted that the media can have deep effect on the audience by using the
symbols and the words as to give meaning to behaviors, actions and events.

Talking to Rasaneh was also Dr. Younes Shokr-Khah who elaborated on the
functions of the digital media which according to him better serve peace.
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