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Transcendental M aterial for Determination of Things

Asghar Vaezi, Ph.D. )
Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy A
College of Letters and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University

Abstract

Discussing _the transcendental dialectic, Kant explains that based on pure categories,
understanding produces a priori synthetic judgments, though it fails to bring about unity
and connection_among them. Therefore, reason contributes to understanding, so that,
on one hand, it fosters unity am_onP the dispersed judgments of unde_rstandmg by
establishing three series of categorical, hypothetical and disjunctive syllogisms and, on
the other hand, it bestows the maximum unity and extension on the judgments and
conditional knowledge of understanding by allowing three ideas of reason, that is, soul,
world and God at the end of the three syllogisms. God or the ideal of pure reason is
considered one of the a priori ideas of the pure reason which comes at the end of the
series of the disjunctive syllogisms of reason as a transcendental concept and the
ultimate unconditional condition. In this way, Kant shows how things are logicall

constituted in mind. He believes that, as "the sum-total of all realities" or "the sum of all
possibilities," the ideal of pure reason is the transcendental material and the
precondition for determination of all things. In fact, human mind is so wired as to
produce ever hlngi it first considers_the concept of the ideal of the pure reason, that is
'the sum-total of all realities or possibilities" as the conceptual constitutive material and
then carves out the share of every single concept from this undetermined material by
addlnﬁ_ negative limitations and negations. The present article seeks to elaborate on the
way things are organized in mind, using the a priori concept of ideal of the pure reason.

Keywords: ideal of pure reason, transcendental ideal, disjunctive syllogism, sum of all
realities or possibilities, principle of determinability, principle of determination,
derivative predicate, logical negation, transcendental negation.
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1 - The unconditioned / das Unbedingte.
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2 - sum of all reality / Inbegriff aller Realitét.
3 - sum-total of all posibility / Inbegriff aller Mdglichkeit.
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4 - principle of determinability / Grundsatz der Bestimmbarkeit.
5 - principle of complete determination / Principium der durchgéngigen Bestimmung.
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6 - Principiorum primorum cognitionis metaphysicae nova dilucidatio.
7 - Vorlesungen tber Metaphysik.
8 - principle of excluded middle / Satz der ausgeschlossenen Dritten.
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9 - all the possible predicates of things / alle mdgliche préadikate der Dinge.

10 - given / gegeben.

11 - possible / moglich.

12 - everything which exists is completely determined / alles existirende ist durchgéngig
bestimmt.
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14 - derivative predicate / abgeleitetes Pradikat.

15 - incompatible with others / neben einander nicht stehen kénnen.
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17 - logical negation / logische Verneinung.
18 - transcendental affirmation / transzendentale Bejahung.
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20 - highest reality / hdchste Realitét.
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21 - material condition / materiale Bedingung.

22 - primordial being (ens originarium) / Urwesen.
23 — highest being (ens summum) / hdchstes Wesen.
24 - archetype (prototypon) / Urbild.
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28 - under itself / unter sich.
29 - within itself / in sich.
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30 - distributive unity / distributive Einheit.
31 - collective unity / kollective Einheit.
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