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Kant and the Crisis of Knowledge in the Enlightenment

Ali Moradkhani, Ph.D.
Assitant Professor, Department of Philosophy
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Abstract

In the domain of epistemology, the outcomes of the Enlightenment can be summarized
in two main points: 1) the critics on the ground of reason, 2) mechanical approach to
nature. Thus, the Enlightenment encountered crisis. Skepticism, on the one hand
threatened the critical thought and materialism, on the other hand, emerged with
naturalism. Therefore, saving critics or critical thought from Skepticism and naturalism
from materialism became the main issue. Kant’s transcendental idealism sought to
overcome the problems through relating objectivity and causality. Kant's great
endeavor was questioned in his time. This paper is an effort to describe Kant's
endeavor and its critics.

Keywords: knowledge (episteme), reason, Enlightenment, Kant, Transcendental
idealism.
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34 - The principle of sufficient reason.
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41- Self- evident first principle.
42 — elementar philosophie.
43 - The proposition of Consciousness.
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