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The Wonderment of Being and the Task of the Philosopher
According to Merleau - Ponty
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Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy
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Abstract

According to Merleau - Ponty, the wonderment of being attracts the philosopher to itself.
This wonderment is based on what Merleau - Ponty calls “contingency”. The truth of being
is devoid of any necessity. Nothing in this world, including the human being, is necessary
and it is this contingency that has made man into an unexplainable and free being. Man,
by using his freedom, creates meaning and value. He is condemned to create meaning
because only in this way can he continue his life. The philosopher is not seeking to find
the final answer to the problem of being. He knows that the world has begun and, with all
its obscurity, is going on, but he doesn’t know why and how, and cannot guarantee
removing its wonderment and obscurity. The philosopher can only look at the
wonderment of being and partly describe it, but he cannot explain it because any
explanation removes the wonderment. During the history, men, by resort to the absolutes,
have attempted to take away the wonderment of being but, from Merleau - Ponty's point
of view, the task of the philosopher is to preserve the wonderment of being and to prevent
it from any attempt to take it away by resort to the absolute.

Keywords: wonderment, contingency, freedom, meaning, explanation, the absolute.
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