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Culture of Narcissism

Abdolkarim Rashidian, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy
College of Letters and Human Sciences, Shahid Beheshti University

Abstract

Social upheavals from the mid-twentieth century have constituted a figure of
human being whose mental and behavioral characteristics, according to many
specialists of psychology and philosophy, could be resumed in the concept of
"Narcissism". This present article aims at studying the various layers of this
concept according to Christopher Lash's view, one of its outstanding theorists
to show some of the lacks or narrow-mindednesses of his analysis. Precise
understanding of this concept gives an efficient possibility to analyze and
comprehend many of the present human behaviors in western society and to
some extent, in societies influenced by western culture.

Keywords: Narcissism, therapeutic sensibility, labor ethics, hierarchy, therapeutic
logic.
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1- Christopher Lash.

2 - The Culture of Narcissism: American Life in An Age of Diminishing Expectations
New York, W.W. Norton & Company, Inc. 1979.

3 - The Minimal Self: Psychic Survival in Troubled Times, New York, W.W. Norton &
Company, Inc. 1984.
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