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Meaning of la-shay" in Transition through Greek Philosophy
to Islamic Philosophy

Ahmad Pakatchi, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Department of Quranic Studies
Faculty of Theology, Imam Sadiq (pbuh) University

Abstract

This essay studies the process of formation of two negative concepts meden (no-
thing) and meon (non-existing) in Greek classic philosophy as basis. Further it
shows that in Islamic early philosophy, unexpectedly the term ‘la shay" has been
used as equivalent to meon and not meden. Taking in consideration that in classic
philosophy meon is not meaning absolute non-existence, it is clear that the first
applications of ‘Khalg la min shay” in Islamic text were more accurate than ‘khalq
min ‘adam’. The first transition from this formula to ‘khalg Ia min/‘an shay" been
made by Farabi is indicating to a redefinition of ‘la shay" in his philosophy and its
relation to hulé. It seems that Farabi’s theory on creatio ex nihilo, although is
arisen from a Plato-plotinian basis in accordance to Aristotelian language, has
been in dialogue with Islamic theology as well. That is why it has benefited in the
composition of formula from the formerly produced Islamic theological texts which
had proposed the formula ‘khalg 1a min/‘an shay".

Keywords: Nihil, meden, meon, existence, creation.
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