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A Comparison between Existence in Existentialism and
Sadraean Principality of Existence

Hamidreza Ayatollahy, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Department of Philosophy
College of Letters and Human Sciences, Allameh Tabatabaii University

Abstract

The deep attention to the truth of existence in existentialism and passing from
epistemological tradition in philosophy caused a new philosophical trend in the
West which influenced deeply contemporary Western philosophical thought. In
Islamic philosophy, principality (fundamental reality) of existence, which focuses
on the truth of existence and passes from quidditive explanation, also, caused a
new strong trend in Islamic philosophy which influenced most philosophical issues
through this deep viewpoint. At a first glance, these two evolutions seem to be
similar with some similarity in the result; but although there are few similarities
there are more differences. In this paper, we are going to explore existence in these
two trends of two different contexts, and compare briefly their attitudes, and point
to the main elements of this comparison.

Keywords: Existence, quiddity, nonexistence, free will, existentialism, principality
of existence, Mulla Sadra.
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