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The Analysis of St. Anselm's Ontological Argument
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Abstract

This article seeks two objectives: First, to present a rigorous, meticulous analysis of St.
Anselm's ontological argument and second, to determine the logical syllogism in it. The
two versions of the argument as presented in the second and third chapters of St.
Anselm's Proslogion have been explored in order to fulfill the first objective and get a
sound understanding of the ontological argument, while objections made by Gaunilon, a
contemporary monk, as well as St. Anselm's responses have been examined.The second
part of the article assesses criticisms of St. Anselm's ontological argument leveled by
Thomas Aquinas and seeks to show flaws in the argument and its lack of validity by
drawing on the theoretical principles put forward by Sadr ol-Motalehin.

Keywords: St. Anselm, Proslogion, ontological argument, logical syllogism.
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Abstarct

The Analysis of St. Anselm's Ontological Argument
Asghar Vaezi, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy
Shahid Beheshti University

This article seeks two objectives: First, to present a rigorous, meticulous analysis of
St. Anselm's ontological argument and second, to determine the logical syllogism in
it. The two versions of the argument as presented in the second and third chapters of
St. Anselm's Proslogion have been explored in order to fulfill the first objective and
get a sound understanding of the ontological argument, while objections made by
Gaunilon, a contemporary monk, as well as St. Anselm's responses have been
examined.

The second part of the article assesses criticisms of St. Anselm's ontological
argument leveled by Thomas Aquinas and seeks to show flaws in the argument and
its lack of validity by drawing on the theoretical principles put forward by Sadr ol-
Motalehin.
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