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Structure and Function of the Ghaznavid's Army

Esmail Hassanzadeh, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Department of History
Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences, Alzahra University

Abstract

From the beginning of the Ghaznavid's reign, its army was involved in structural
conflicts. These conflicts in different periods - whether in the form of internal
uprisings, civil war, power conflicts and competition among the political elites and
ruling classes - brought about disruption and inefficiency in the army. These
conflicts began from the reign of Aleptakin and lasted until the rule of Khosrou
Malek, the last king of the dynasty (351-582 Hijra). Obviously, during the rule of
Mahmod and Mas'ud, because of high standing of the army, the manifestation of
these conflicts was much higher than the other periods. This paper studies these
conflicts and will argue that the structure of the Ghazanvid's army had an impact
on the function of the army.

Keywords: Structure of the army, Structural conflicts, the Ghaznavids, Mahmoud,
Mas'ud, Army arrangements.
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