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Pronunciation Differences in Persian (with an Emphasis
on the First Syllable of Words)

Abdolamir Chenari
Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature
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Abstract

Nowadays, Tehrani citizens pronounce many words in different ways from one another in their formal
conversations. On the other hand, TV and Radio programs use different pronunciations from common
people. This leads one to ask whether most people or all of them pronounce certain words wrongly or too
casually. Also, dictionaries do not include the common people’s pronunciation in many fields, while they
note previous pronunciations of words or the basic sounds in their original languages. The present
research aims to list some pronunciation differences in Modern Persian and find out the reason(s). First, 52
words were selected, which apparently had several pronunciations (the vowel of the first syllables
sometimes pronounced as “a” and sometimes as “e”); and then they were incorporated into a single text.
Subsequently, 1460 Tehrani citizens were asked to read the text and pronounce the words concerned.
The results showed that the words which were pronounced differently needed to be categorized into 5
types. Each type receives a separate analysis in this paper. Moreover, the weakness of Persian dictionaries
in collecting different pronunciations and explaining the reasons for such variations is discussed.

Keywords: Persian, Tehrani Accent, Borrowed Words, Loan Words, Lexicography, Vowels, Tajiki
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