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Clitics and their Semantic — Syntactic Relations to Verbs
in Kurdish (Surani Dialect)
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Abstract

In this article clitics, in Kurdish (Surani dialect, Mahabadi variety) is studied. The main research
question is: What are clitics and their grammatical and semantic relations to verbs in this dialect? What
is the position of clitics (according to Government and Binding Theory) in tree diagrams? What are the
grammatical and semantic relations between a verb and its related pronouns based on case marking
and agreement pattern in Kurdish? In this research, to gather the data, we used field, library method
and intuitions as well. To analyse the data, we used descriptive and content analysis. The obtained
results show that in this language clitics are free syntactically and bound phonologically. Since they
are verb arguments, they can allocate a specific node in the tree diagram for themselves. Although
Surani dialect shows split ergativity in its language system, the ergative system has changed with
regard to both case and agreement. At present, syntactic features of this dialect at s-structure does not
show any agreement with nominative-accusative languages, nor with ergative ones. In the past tense,
when bound pronouns are realized as an external or internal argument of a verb, intransitive subject
can be realized as the object of the transitive verb. At PF a verb either agrees with accusative object or
with oblique object. Subject is in neutral mood in its relation to the verb.

Keywords: Clitics, Government and Binding Theory, Agreement, Case Marking, Ergative
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7 - Colin phlips

8 - non - arguments

9 - Generalized Visibility

10 - Sholnsky

11 - If X is a potenial case - bearing elements, X can be interpreted at level o only if is
case - Marking at level a.
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absolutive

VP
Vr
Theme V

i dud 8 9 0065 105 549 (slaylages

¥ b 05,5 93 Job 4 s 1
B 9 iy s 2
Sy 035 Sl 2215 3 o8 Wt poto STl 5 La o 5] 358 a3

Soasude calo_ 550 Job okt ol (b og)S 19)0 Jelb ans )b )3 cl 4 S

12 - Internal Subject Hypthesis
13 - Split INFL hypothesis
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14 - Tense phrase

15 - Agreement phrase

16 - Taylor roberts

Ol ol 2 Mo (55t 3l )3 1) (oot G5 lacemofly o sl By Sl slapls 51 S sty by - 17
18 - Sportiche
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