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Mani in the Image of Iranian Art and Literature
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Assistant Professor, Department of French Language and Literature
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M.A, Department of Research of Art, Alzahra University

Abstract

The history of Iranian painting is associated with Mani. Scholars call him the first known
Iranian painter. He was also the innovator of a new religion whose instructions passed Iran’s
borders and permeated through countries such as China, India, Egypt, and Rome in his life
and posthumously. It has been narrated that Mani made his instructions understandable to
people through paintings. Since the discovered paintings ascribed to him are limited to one
or two, it is only possible to trace Moni’s art specialties through comparison referring to his
followers' paintings and the narrations available. This article attempts to employ the poetry
collections, literary texts or the illustrated works to better introduce Moni, and to answer the
following questions as well: has Moni been significantly recognized as an Iranian artist in
Persian literature? What aspects of him and his art have been mostly taken into
consideration? Is there a portrait of him available in the Iranian painting? On this basis and
after going through a brief explanation of Mani himself and his art characteristics, we will
study and contemplate upon some of his images available in some literary and artistic texts.

Keywords: Mani, Art, Poetry, Literature, Image
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