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Lexical and Phrasal Foregrounding in Akhavan's Poems

Forough Sahba, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature
Arak University

Abstract

This paper aims at analyzing and investigating the foregrounded words and phrases
in Akhavan's poems. The foregrounded words and phrases are those which are not
used in scientific language and the language of communication. The analysis of the
words in Akhavan's poems shows that he has used five kinds of words in his poems:
1) the words coined by him, 2) the words which are not used or rarely used in
contemporary language, 3) mythical words, 4) colloquial words, 5) abbreviated
words. Regarding phrases, two kinds of phrases have brought about the
foregrounding in Akhavan's poems: noun phrases and adjectival phrases. Akhavan
has created skillfully phrases reminding the firmness of Khorasani epic phrases and
this feature distinguishes the abovementioned phrases from the phrases which are
used in daily communicative language.

Keywords: Akhavan, foregrounding, word, phrase.
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