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of universal values.

4., Reason 1s obviously a philosophically loaded word and is meant
here as a placeholder for some theory of justification. Specific
theories of justification (which answer the question, “when is it
morally permissible {0 violate a generally held maoral rule?”) will
differ among cultures and even within a particutar culture.

5. This description of theories appeared previously in Elliote (1991).
6. It is easy to understand that at the transition between Stage 2 and
3, the actor when asked might explain that he or she seeks the
acceptance of others because that’s what makes him or her feel good.
7. See, for example, Modgil and Modgil (1985).
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1. Deni Elliott

2. Kaleidoscope

3. James Q. Wilson

4. Alan Mounte Fiore
5. Judgement statement
6. Fact statement

7. Normative

8. Descriptive statements
9. Harolware

10. Handley Cantril

11. Euthanasia

12. Don’t kill

13. symbol-referent

14. Moral sense

13. Edel

16. Kohlberg

17, Gilligan

8. Kantian-Kawlsian

9. Reversibility-Universality

Notes

1. Valuing behavior appears in other sentient creatures but will not
be discussed in this essay.

2. The terms ethics and morals are used synonymously here. Ethics
derives from the Greek “ethos™ and marals derives from the Latin
“mores.” Both are typically translated as “custom.”

3. This is admittedly an anthropocentric view of ethics, one that
places humans as the necessary condition for something being a
victim. Although many theories include environ-ment and animals
as entities that can bg harmed without hunan victimization, such
beliefs are not universaily expressed in ethical thearies, However, a
theory that does not include harm caused to humans is missing the
necessary(if not sufficient) condition for samething being an ethical
theory. It is, therefore, the obvious starting point for building a notion



