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Panaino, Antonio, “Multilingualism and Empires: Byzantium and Sasanian Persia,” In Zur lichten Heimat.
Studien zu Manichaismus, lranistik und Zentralasienkunde im Gedenken an Werner Sundermann.
Herausgegeben von einem Team ,, Turfanforschung®. Wiesbaden, Harrassowitz, 2017, pp. 491-502.

antonio.panaino@unibo.it Ligles s Kisls il Wiledlas sl ¥

samana9z08892@gmail.com lsal olyes dd o8l 31 oliwl olpl gyl wiyl pwliiy S ¥

4. A previous version of the present paper was presented at the 32nd Congress of German Orientalists, Panel
Multilingualism and Social Expertise in Pre-Modern Societies of Ancient Eurasia: Socio-Economic, Linguistic
and Religious Aspects, Minster 2013. | want to thank Prof. Dr. Velizar Sadovski (Vienna) for a number of
suggestions and pertinent considerations on this subject. Bibliographical references have been limited to the
minimum for reasons of space.

5. As stated by Theophylact Simocatta, Historiae, 4, 11 (see the English translation in Whitby/Whitby 1997,
p. 117); cf. Carile 1994, pp. 53-54; Dujéev 1966, pp. 276-277.

6. Guterbock 1906; Gray 1930; Verosta 1965, 1966; Blockley 1985 b; Synelli 1986; Angeli Bertinelli 1989;
Schmidt 2002, p. 131; Winter/Dignas 2001, pp. 164-177;
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1. See the chapter concerning the Persian ambassadors in the Liber de cerimoniis by Manini 2006.
2. See Shahbazi 1990.
3. See Lee 1986 and Lieu 1986.
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1.0n these controversial problems see Panaino 2010 b, where the contrary thesis suggested by Brock (1982) is
discussed.

2. Cf., for instance, Sundermann 1997.

3. See his two volumes of Ausgewdhlte Schriften (Sundermann 2001), where most of his studies on
Manichaeism have been collected.

4. For the historical, political and economic determination of the State form of the Sasanian power see now
Gariboldi 2011.
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1. It is impossible to deal with this subject in all its complexity in the framework of the present article, but |
would just like to quote a relevant novel by Boris Pahor (2009), one of the most famous (still living) Slovenian
writers, who suffered Nazi deportation. In his Parnik trobi nji [The steamship does not blow; Qui & vietato
parlare (the most explicit Italian re-denomination of the title)], Pahor describes the brutal linguistic limitations
suffered by Slovenian peoples and other minorities in Italian Istria.
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1. It is fitting to mention here the Proceedings of the Conference East and West: Modes of Communication
(Chrysos/Wood 1999), where similar problems are discussed in the framework of the Roman Empire.

2. The historical complexity of the adoption of Greek and/or Latin in the framework of the Eastern Roman
Empire has been deeply analysed by Van Dam 2007, passim.
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1. Gnoli 1984.
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1. Panaino 2004.
2. These problems have been already discussed by Bausani 1980; see also Sundermann 1997, pp. 39-40 [=
Sundermann 2001, |, pp. 537-538].
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1. Cf. Blockley 1985 a, pp. 54-55.

2. The Middle-Persian forms of the personal names have been restored.

3. Menander was convinced that Zikh (Ziy) was a title and not a name. Cf. Blockley 1985 a, pp. 54-55; 254,
n. 3L

4. Blockley 1985 a, p. 70. See also Muller 1851, pp. 211-212.
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1. Blockley 1985 a, p. 71. Cf. Greatrex/Lieu 2002, p. 134; Doblhofer 1955, p. 107; Winter/Dignas 2001, p. 168;
Dignas/Winter 2007, p. 141.

2. Panaino 2009; 2014.

3. Blockley 1985 a, p. 76. See also Miller 1851, pp. 203-214.
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1. I prefer to translate pruato with “words” instead of “language”, because what we have to do with here is the
description of a literal translation (or katd moda), a technical processwhich was already formulated in the
Constitutio Tanta (by Justinian, December 16th 533); amongst other items, this law strictly concerned the rules
for the translation of the Digestum from Latin to Greek without additional glosses and comments (cf. Mommsen/
Kruger 1966, § 21, p. 22, Il. 21-24; cf. also Pieralli 2006, p. 20, n. 67). | thank Paola Degni for this kind remark.
2. Cf. Blockley 1985 a, p. 77; Doblhofer 1955, pp. 110-111; Winter/Dignas 2001, p. 171; Dignas/Winter 2007,
p. 143.

3. Miller 1971, p. 72, n. 69; cf. also Blockley 1985 a, p. 225, n. 47.
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1. See Panaino 2010 a.
2. Cf. Sako 1986.
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1. Cf. Blockley 1985 a, pp. 74-75; 258, n. 66.

2. The presence of interpreters (épunvevtai or interpretes diversarum gentium) in the Byzantine Imperial
administration was under the direct supervision of the magister officiorum and their activities were developed
in the framework of a special office denominated scrinium barbarorum, as also confirmed in the Novella 21 (De
Scholaribus et Comitibus Scholarum [...], year 401), which Theodosius II addressed to the magister officiorum
(Mommsen/Meyer 1905, pp. 48-49). On this subject see the important data collected by Bury 1906, pp. 540—
541; 1911, p. 93; cf. also Pieralli 2006, pp. 82—83 (with references also to later times). Very interesting is also
the Notitia Dignitatum, Or., XI, 52, which mentions the presence of Interpretes diuersarum gentium. Again |
must thank Paola Degni, who drew my attention to these sources.
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1. Cf. Blockley 1985 a, p. 259, n. 69.
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