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Four Non-Critical Editions of the Philo-
sophical Correspondences between Tusi
and Katebi

By: Hamid Ataie Nazari

Abstract: Part of the valuable scientif-
ic legacy left by Khawja Nasir al-Din
al-Tusi (d. 672 AH), the wise Shiite
Imam scholar, is his scientific correspon-
dence in various fields with scholars of
different religions. Among these corre-
spondences are treatises written by Nasir
al-Din al-Tusi and Najm al-Din Katebi
about an interpretation of Seddigin argu-
ment in order to prove the existence of
God. In these correspondences they also
discussed the validity of this interpreta-
tion of Seddigin argument, as well as the
arguments regarding the impossibility of
the infinite regress. From these philo-
sophical correspondences, two versions
are left: an original and a compiled one.
Three editions have so far been present-
ed from its original text and one edition
has been presented from the compiled
text. The present article first deals with
the main themes and issues raised in this
correspondence. Then the two origi-

nal and compiled texts are introduced,
relying on the most important known
manuscripts of this correspondence. In
addition, the four presented editions
from Tusi’s correspondences have been
introduced and evaluated separately.
This review shows that all four editions
so far published from these correspon-
dences are erroneous, non-critical, and
invalid. Therefore, it is necessary to
revise and publish the correspondences
based on ancient manuscripts in a scien-
tific and critical manner.

Key words: Philosophical correspon-
dences, Nasir al-Din al-Tusi, Najm
al-Din Katebi, Seddiqin argument,
impossibility of infinite regress, Hall-e
Mushkelat al-Isharat, Nasir al-Din
al-Tusi’s treatises.
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