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*.«Within the MP differences between languages are attributed to differences between the
features of lexical items in the languages and specificaly between the features of lexical items
belonging to the functional categories AGR and T» Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the
minimalist program
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'-«Vs and N are taken from the lexicon fully inflected with inflexional. The functional nodes
in the syntax are not associated with affixes ( nor with any phonological content whatsoever)
but simply with certain features-Tense, case, and agreement features among othersy Marantz
(1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
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*_Bundle of features
_«Bundles of features»
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«Neverthless, specific bundles of these features of the category AGR and T are lexical items
and differences between the sets of bundles available in the lexicon account for cross-
linguistic syntactic differences between languages in the MP» Marantz (1995). A reader’s
guide to the minimalist program
®«How a basic sentential structure is derived (for English) within this framework (=MP)?»
- Marantz (1993). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
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«Subject and object DPs would be initially inserted via generalized transformations within
the VP ». Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
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!_«That is, assume that DPs «Hortense» and «the porcupine» have been created with lexical
items from the working area and redeposited in the working area » A reader’s guide to the
minimalist program
2-«Fully inflected»

VAol doryul 1 O ddolawl doyull o o1 - "
o «We target a ( fully inflected ) V «touched» from the working area, project a V’ with an
empty complement position to the V and immediately replace the emplty complement with
one of the previously constructed DPs «the porcupine » which will be the subject »
Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist inquiries: the framework
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! «Next we target the V’, project VP with an empty spec of VP position, and replace the DP
previously constructed “’Hortense” which is now the subjecty Chomsky, Noam. 2000.
Minimalist inquiries: the framework
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! «The V will contain Accusative case features to check against the object DP at LF, as well
as, past, tense features. to check against T. it also must have AGR features of both subjects
and objects DPs to check against the AGRs that it will adjoin to ». Chomsky, Noam. 2000.
Minimalist inquiries: the framework
2 DP argument.
? Phi-features.
4 «Case features and phi-features (number, persen, and gender) would be associated with each
DP argument Chomsky leaves somwhat open where these features of the DP come from i.e
which lexical items contribute these features to the DP as a whole » Marantz (1995). A
reader’s guide to the minimalist program

B 55 lgmy Sadte dyda Laladg eliz] aisS Cuor (3 gudy LuSyo NS oylasly T «As a wholey -
®_ «One possibility is that the features of the DP are features of the head D of DP, and that
other constituents within the DP, that bear affixes with, say, case, gender or number features
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from the lexicon, must check these features against the features in D at some point in the
derivation ». Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
!_«Another possibility is that the case and phi-features of the DP are inherited in some manner
from the features of the head N of the NP that serve as complement to D»
& 29 JLeVls sl Al V5 BLT pilas § Ll 4555 Ca (e - 4y S35 o dded] § iy s g e o] -1
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% _«At some point in the derivation of our basic transitive sentence an AGR from the working
area would be - targeted and would project an AGR’ and the VP would be inserted as the
sister to the AGR» Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
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!_ «This AGR is identified as AGRo by its position governing VP but not by any of its
intrinsic featuresy Webelhuih, Gert (ed.). 1995. Government and Binding Theory and the Minimalist
Program: Principles and Parameters in Syntactic Theory

%_dIn our exemle, for the derivation to converge the AGR would need to contain the phi-
feactures of the “’porcupine’’. this AGR is identified as AGRo by its position governing VP
but not by any of its intrinsic features » Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist
program

?_Visibity / Invisibility

*_«Features of the functional categories are said to be either strong or weak with respect to
their visibility at the interface. strong AGR features are visible at PF if they are not checked
off before the interface. weak features are not visible » Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist
inquiries: the framework
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1-<<Visibility at Pf does not correspond directly to any notion of rich phonological content
since the functional node do not in any case contain any phonological material-no
affixes.whether an AGR or T node has strong or weak features, a phonologically nul
constituent will; in general, appear at that node ».
Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist inquiries: the framework
2-<<may appear invisibly at PF»

-«May appear invisibly at PF without causing crash (without disturbing convergence)»
«The N- features of AGR(= the person, number, and gender featurs that AGR will check off
against the corresponding features on a DP in spec of AGRP) are weak and therfore may
appear (invisibly) at PF without ausing a crash (without disturbing convergence)» Chomsky,
Noam. 2000. Minimalist inquiries: the framework

ol JSall Ledlus- ©

>_«The principle of procrastination demands that movement wait untill after spell-out as long
as waiting is compatible with convergence». Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist inquiries: the
framework
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(transformatlon

! _«Since an object DP need not move to spec of AGRP to checK off the weak features there
until after spell out, procrastinate demands that it not move before spell-out. thus, object in
English do not visibly move to the spec of AGRP position». Chomsky, Noam. 2000.
Minimalist inquiries: the framework

2 f the spec of AGRP were projected, it would be filled by an empty category that would
immediately need to be replaced with a constituent from the working area in a generalized
transformation or with a constituent from within AGR’ in a singulary transformation.»
Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist inquiries: the framework

72



YY  Tense, Agreement and Word Order ... wOBeShI &3y 5 « 3ol g « el

sllas Yaa¥l 565 o U5 asmy e Y5 cdsScbl Sluadls Sl sset) 14 § Jolmo gl blEY )
o> § L Jsambl S Olegoghl of Dilgd)l 44158 . '(pro=) «o» 3l (PRO=) «o» g0 e 9l
Syhaue oaidg Bol> le] «lhdwdy 43S o gz ol oo 0pd lel lilhe zuzy Y (MP=) «& ¢
b Sy dloe o sy okl ga dona 1l el 45555 (89! mamstl OlapsilSens blau!
8okl bliu] (5,51 dxlys Lme Loglsiige lowlip dity (oS Goiome @5 s Wble ailhy me $lit
oo 0556 sodll e el losy) mius 8 WS JoVs eud! doShl dozell dio 4ok slee
Ugia gl &0l dgia Jafiud) Bgall GJUI GeSbl G950 ol s usy o8 Y@ uw sl L,u.r>| SbgS
2 i)l Gady) dewddl Y dde g0 L god o doel) ZUW) dgil) Hlzald (pro sl Pro=) 8,0u20
53553 gl el stk o yolan i) EAN 6 Ly Sizal ! @5kl of oy sy ¥ Sl
"ol 1S & - avgead] gdsadll Blod aie S - paite gothly Gote stuck] yeibl OV r bl

sl lss s (AGR) it (il §pall gralinl L) gty A o Ol :dodlsd
50wl 1is Ul ga glgll gaodl CSyall  pall gralindl G lapjlss il Lol <l paummadlls
lazlss <UiS L) o 6f o] rgall & 3o Y lgile I3 Jols Camadl sl (o Olaws el
CS,A Glagral & GH) i 4 ool Na e lgsd a1 ol s .3lanasU Jadll JSadl
Mgd B slhisl asy s J) ([spec.AGRP]=) ks p paaber gdshl J Jadl Jssill gaodl
o0 ) dpaomadl] ddlabl dasl] Olewdl SIS 18] Y] H5all g - pslme 90 LS - ad dasy ¥ JadI
) wssill sl e (ool & pall el

Jesill Ol s 8asly 85le § Lojlen] (Sg seuad! 1ie e lasly iy (U & ] dluasdl
sladsl L8 Glig ¥ a4 G doiie aBsbl ks oY Gl paate & ) jabu ¥ Dplos¥l §
"B YL Yol Bugia Y 45lé @lsll e IS 6l Leg Blaza
(TP) o)l SM) = eyl bl &

)l CSH dsls -Gl ol uns & oo ) «ddpall gl ded o) ke LIS
CS,bl el Jsmil] gasd] (bl pualiyg il Gl gualiys ¢ Ao guolyy B (0 355 s
ddpall melnll ode o WS Bugted dladss dﬁsboj dalsd duwge dodlee ] glizg Jela)l @Ml
e B9 BLud (e BLEL o sll] JSd) dajlian Lo ol praiills ! e 4] La2is L EU)
] Blie] S5 laluolis mrazy o3 O Jloy oS ¥ darllal odn ] IS Wlss . 3] ells bog.s
Y5 o35Sibl pukially seud) molye ladlssl (S LI polisll g LA U maty ¥ blE s OY
Lo lgiog (i) 5o Ls lyog ls] 5 Lo lyte 31 ol ol S5 o 5128 @) 5] 6o S5 13 Lo
cdhlbl 1ie 3des ] u)sl S 30 e & Lo «ld Jyﬁj (g sdlls Suslly pasid! = U,a.a[b.» LY
Ladll e g, U&Al el el oy =il LS, ] Glan 5T Gbliu] gl Elsnal V)
sl e 4] 8285 Lo lad §otud 5 o &blad &5 dbliu] C¥loe o bbwl’lj J=ill bla!
5l diucld Sl ?bmyl sladll 1ig) diwcdl Jig & BTN ol 0Sg «dlzor» Jsl ol Lgb A8 @.a_quj

« Fanas i § G5 (g Dok WS G0 CII il § 580kl ool g3l oy B9, @zl -
%_«There is no entity in the MP consisting of a position that is projected but not filled,
although a position., might, of course, be filled by an empty category such as PRO or pro ».
Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist inquiries: the framework
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Y ¥l STS oo yall &f pladiudl OY plediudl o pudiny @I Jlohl & St ¥ gadis Jomabl §f Sie lgre [SI cbeaially
dsed daly oSl 13t (o pstl] 5Sig oo gl ehit¥l Ulows § sy ¥ JUlly b)Y elazi¥l cro $a01 sy V] ogibiany
Al § CVlad! Ay ] Joilly Gillatl] lane (3o paaieh] g8sag dy el d2U1 § Usmih! Al plal ISl Bysall § Bo15
ont o o) pladnudl s pulsy z8se & ekt ¥ helibl 36 shall b dsmid Jldzed odlo Ledsa geid Y Casls Lo do sl
(ywall Slga¥l oo

73



Language Art,3(1): pp. 61- 84 o 51 ) o,leis ¥ 0,90 (3l 20 anlilad \AL

Blgdl e sJJI Jlbl (AGRP=) Sisladl CSHLT 9o (dde o 91 die lao g ol
oo le gl ode dlo § =il L,S)LI d=z ey (bl @LWBJI dgo o «ie bair dadsll
«an_]l» d.‘Ale cUs.anb U.ujgjjgl k,S)LI dlle 89 d.:.n.:bsﬂ aUs_aJJ c|9_J| odn ] k_’ALLJI uLJLJI
s Lkt Jig Tt Uolia] a5 dualis dodlme ooy cdububagl] Blgl) dlisd Jlnkl ia mory clids
s Gudas! I dd sl MLMJI ol ol dewcdly ol dzbys =l G GBS el Louds
8850l il (e o el il 0l e oY Wldg WalS Ludize u“-*J 9 Jyz pudite ATV L.CSH e
Jloy dsw ¥ ! alsLl a8 loxdiSs Lw lesas L dblodl aaly $lo] Ghli] Jlxe gdatus ¥ Cusy
oo daayll Slowdl shd (cas Jas er=) sasdl blaw e Sl MJI 9 sadb lausdlse ]
dlzn Jdels Gadas k,;JI MJ\QJI Mw‘ &AIJ\JI‘)—AMWUI L§).f>| c)bmj ulxn.” |)J| &AL))J
55al b ©slad oo Un.aUa.Jlg @bl lpyhds Jemall gasdl CSHI pallas gy Asdll blau!
dlas -eladl §- ul_vﬁnJl CSbl e @i wossdl Gabglt blaud! el Sl @Mlg jw.dl.a PLZS|ES
2 ko) Bolb =ty 43550 Lulud jlig gVl ul_vﬁnJl AR &AL))J sl SU! il Lls (AGRoP=) &
Caliss dolye] dolk Fals G550 Lulul ellis )L.e LsJJlj Jelalt sAle <SHb an)_ag <«6\0LL| RSV
Y o wiliws of J) gl 458 [agd > Bolo o9 Jomall gasdl (Sl el § g lagio oo
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'_«After we have created AGRP, a tense is taken from the working area and projects
a T’ into which the AGRP containing the VP is inserted as a complement to T»
Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
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D53y SV gt ¥ doj¥s doxle 8350 g <[ delil] umdl Syl & pall gualipd] i dudsllal
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- a3 Jal Se- 5| b oy L§JJ|5 dilasdtel Caony L§JJ| Sodsdl bl 1yt ddssll deulll 3l
B bod oo i g duaedl dbloYls oudal] Olaawdl o Lol 055y O 4d Guertug
oxkss o Joldll gasdl )L doo - T iloos duwsad! dedlell go dhs Gstus b deslsdisll

Log «mimhl Gl Ao dVAll dostuy gag «J3VUH @ 3lgdl 888 Glarsadl Glodhuas (o «ellud] gllatiils pllaae - '
Syl f (g I Alzsd) dued fnall oy @31sb] sl § o et STy BN yuss T (B1,8YT G aiSLE Js 1S
ghiily olizs aule (ool @Bobl lia & oS b [.195] (SISl 1) JB of 1.r Mis Ushid ( @ISU =) dsosmshl BLkT i s
e IVl M il ol il o Lygadl Log cclbuad! gl 8yls Gyl Bylmial 3] [ YYY (o Slaedl Ji¥s ] « bl
] Js3s Lo oy daded! dygoul] dal) duwshl Sllazadl § @ b acd O] 55 Bl Jle Ty g1 QildYl o)le
& sl BLeall GYI eyl § i) (Crash =) 1SSisg kil @K <y oml! DY1 golso (0 euso A5 of loud BLALY

(oY pas
«The T in our example must contain the V- feature, past tense, to check against the past
tense feature on the verb “’touched’’. the N-features of T in English, nominative case features
in the case of finite tense, are strong, thus unless the ( subject) DP raises, to check the Nom
features before spell out the derivation will crash at PF» Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to
the minimalist program.
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Jasde Yoo O JsYI elabl & lare Lussms Lo O Dlal) Hoat)l i e i I dwolad] CSI L Gls
L bliw]s deall bliw] J] Glay Lals] blawl 3ls (AGRs=) « i m..stl dgdll e F
bt jud wlrawl zdatud Cusu g oilly Gl e oo duamed] 4Bl s ciray)l bliwbg «laa
«saylly dddsgll dlgall @ab)_a 3o« Olowadly i Lad L Jela)l gl CSyall §pall gralidl
o= (T) eyl sl O g8 ppgasdl e IR EROVES PYRER VPP Ol olizs g (T=)
Sloadl O 0217815 (AGRs=) Sambl Gislal bl ¢a G &Bge ] Bl Jadb 48 G padll
gad! US)AU &rall 555 & 53 Il ol me duaed s & U5 @;@J‘ domaliyy (o €0
' Ciaod) Lasdl Ll 1ie (e prashl g8gs JEIl 48 B padl patig Jim! gl Jelal
NESVRUININES (;_a (AGRs=) «ld Jai» 5 (T=) «j» sl oo Sasy (&L}.«” 1 Vsl RN @ojl 3lsy
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!«The assumption is that the the N- features of T, like the case (N) features of V, ar checked
in conjunction with AGR. Therefore, T will raise to a higher AGR and check its N- features
against a DP in spec of AGRP». Maraniz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
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" blawl 03las] o3 48 (AGR’ )JMSJI ol dalie 955 OF dss Y] Bl
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-l 03 3SU Ul ol Syald saeomats] k] § yb o5 O ety Sl 03y - Colowand) ey ol oSl
Bl o o L] dogouine (T (AGRs=) <8 Jais Tyl gualipy § Layilas o UIRaYL Ui Laoydg Jlodl o § J5a3Y
(The N- features of T... are checked in conjunction with AGR)
fa 319 (AGRs T Oy =) «eldll @.an.Jl» 9 »QA)I]» v bed Q}.J‘LJI Gadsd gl Q.E.JI pos a3lazsy I Ol slise g
Y] ool Logade e 1350 i oll opalll udy) gamanl] Jlad! & dayday ] Uil § pall
Qi%dls_;yld_?@wylulduiulwbs o)l prade § Jeldfl Jou Y LgleY sty § 55T GS0] Sl ¥
Bile § Jsp Wl o 55 sy il Goudbl gdse bUiwyl 1ia Ubls petgs osley @l ilad] boliu] J] JAUL 4 Bty
bty &d pall dshal) Goudidl] gl Jloh! § b1,5030 Jlor IS § ol Jeldlly . x¥1 14y Gz olsd)oh! gl mo ducmcd
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Lo & pall domoliyy § pund 19ym0 (001 095 (8 ST Bt T g i e Mo oy GLaREYT AAST § <0y 3> ellig
szl&»méﬁ&c@&u uyd.l.hy
!_«Head movement prior to spell-out causes a small technical proplem for a strict
interpretation of the principle - that all operation prior to spell-out expand the constituent that
they target ». Maraniz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
2. {f we wish to adjoin a T from the TP serving as complement to the higher AGR we must
target AGR’ for only the AGR” contains both the AGR and T, heads involved in the
movement, but adjoining the head T of TP to the head AGR of the AGR” as we must in
English, does not technically expand the trgeted AGR’» Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist
inquiries: the framework
sy 011 ol 18 Gosis gews Jsl Oy (48 she Y 5ol 180 ). oliutll LuTyg Blgs 4 dedbsll doal) : of oliss 1o
Blgll Lislewlg LLasT 48 0683 ellisg il 0550g Lol g oo 055 o] 5101 Y jodll o Glad o Al ailo o 805 sl
etz Lty Le] Jawsll bl o olima 11y dysetell dmadl o oo ( Lpdsdy 1) LSy Uniwns Lyt Lolle 855341 dlsal
sl o] LS dlope Clelzly Aol Slsill § parld 3T irels iy gosid! gawsitl iyl § patll (gatig
il § iliy Blod¥l ddoal! Blsul § Spadl 0SSyl Ledlagiel § Lulel Jtotys (HUadoll G gUI=) (gulu¥l
LN o095 lo il 45 fagugl] bliwl s 355 Of day o2 L] «Blodyh o G o Sy mawstly Lo Spadl 5
:59ail] gasdi L3V dblasd .slits] Jaswell Blawd! & dews g desld ddlne 3o Bile G 5V sl
o] — Jn:ws bli] — Gou gowsd — ddsiibl 8ol

78



Y4  Tense, Agreement and Word Order ... wOBeShI &3y 5 « 3ol g « el

00930 & Bl (3555 H5SI [kl Cluaiil §yadls aball dasld s oapadl ou a1 33 e O]
dlo S (BlodYl Busly dugracd) GUsSal) dgud! dsadl § 435 T die b Y 5lhasyl L8 Jadl
Mo Gty s O U8 Gl GUsShl s Soz 6l Jliy O L] @ woadl oy b susl
4ottt Lo A8yl dedlel) (a5 T (o gig Yol @ile ¥ & e ¥ colimo sSawd 5,85 ()
Ol 529 Izl Gime V] padll e oo asgtus ¥ 11 8s,801 @l ] 5Lakl Jask) pad 8,1 8el,301
Losy) 833 dygud) disw 5 O e BlazaYl ezl U8 A8V dewssdl ugrad! sSA
Jeis¥l gias § 48l deuall 3855 Lo dualyd¥ls &31,2Y @568 ity Taudl lie oof olise 1is
oenlies glosh lad b I Ohlud) g6 dsy 3has U ol dewld) dusladl dewged] Slslyzrly
deleo B3le] oz @] iy O s O Goall ohi § ol Gihill ot & slow Gsll JSawl
1] -5] «@oly3lls dyguid) latmw 3 15 die a3 Lg QUsSAl & Gpatlh popie dilsibl Gl pml
k_’ALLJI Mb culexA B UsiAU cUSMJI deudl Byl LsJJI cbb).)b J\ng (‘9-6-“‘5 -C&d
PEEING uu),mn Al sz Le by [Blanayl Hlazs) 48 by dosd G jblusl) b sl

sl grustl bl (e Uag V] oymse § ) Blod¥ls JEUL Gusy )l dadlss OF 8318)
by mally 8sdll Tase ¢ OF oy Basls Ble & ulead) 1ig) alell okl ausls § Jsd)l oSg
ol bl gsial Czslsiisll sl § Usws Il (GBSl oSl
duwgsd dodl=ll dalisd olall § odsad gl ol & (;SWJ §JJ| S se eIy e «@olhading
IS ragod] Galad] CanS (5950 Gy omith] gasdl LSyl il o)) e USU (. Loy 3M3)
Jladl dsall Sl § <liS & pud Lol lass=) Lypuads Dlael Ly Wad) hlasl L] logie Aoy
Jasg bl oo 0B85 Leg) @alladlls cua3ll pailas 45 eaud OF 056 Lo ylaie Lz puazds (Blazsdl
Sl Lol JSad) (gd edsny @l ol & Sl e Gl o b s § (Lasally 353
sbo iyl a5l & 451 oo (a LS -JUbl dew o S35 0T Blawdl 1o § Wian «0lisSal)

wuly § & pay o Vol Jawsll bl Wl (eSS ey i SLadl 1a § oo, 5o et OF oy Lo 9 Lyl § 1
0 91 Boyme Blgh g Cumr (3o JoAbl (T gt cli2 I iy dBdindl o Bugrak] O 6551 8Ly olime g 3G Glodil
Wy L slog AR Loty Camas] 5 didsio 8155 G55 a0 5509 = = Jgibl imol) Liaonozo lols gt Lol 58 Cagr
-gostdl plabl 1 58 didindl Jo Bty 4d Bpathld dnudly ool Cuo oo Gl Lymig By ol ot plio
!_«The AGR head itself may only be targeted when AGR’ is projected»
Chomsky, Noam. 2000. Minimalist inquiries: the framework.
ot may be that adjunction in general must be allowed before spell-out and allowed to
violate the “’always expand the targeted constituent ** principle. Alternatively, the definition
of “’targeting and expanding” a constituent would have to be redefined to allow for head-
movement and adjunction as a type of expansion » Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the
minimalist program
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!_«In French, main verbs do raise to tense before spell-out in finite clauses»

*_«Evidence for this difference between English and French comes from, e.g the relative
positions of tensed main verbs and VP-adjoined adverbs » Maraniz (1995). A reader’s guide io the
minimalist program

3-<<English leaves the main tensed verbs inside the VP before spell-out and thus to the right of
the adverb» Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program

*_«French raise the verb to T before spell-out and it is pronounced to the left of the verb»
Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program

>_«Thus V-features of either AGR or T must be strong in French in contrast to English. Since
objects do not raise out of the VP before spell-out in French, the N-features must be weak as
in Englishy Marantz (1995). A reader’s guide to the minimalist program
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1-<<Chomsky suggests that the N-features of AGR and T might be weak in verb-initial
languages such as Irish. with weak N-features on all functional heads the subject and objects
of verbs in these languages could remain in the VP until after spell-out. If the V-features of T
and / AGR were strong the verb would be forced to raise from the VP prior to spell-out in
these languages yielding a V.S.O order of major constituentsy.
Webelhuth, Gert (ed.). 1995. Government and Binding Theory and the Minimalist Program: Principles
and Parameters in Syntactic Theory
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This paper sets out to re-examine the justification for assuming in MP (the
Minimalist Program) that Features of the functional categories are said to be either
strong or weak with respect to their visibility at the interface. Strong AGR features
are visible at PF if they are not checked off before the interface. Weak features are
not visible at PF. By examining this hypothesis, I clarify the process by which the
V-features of Tense and/or Agreement in verb-initial languages such as Arabic,
Irish, and other similar languages might be strong, and there are solid and reliable
evidence that leads to believe that Verbs in these languages are forced to raise from
the Verb Projection prior to spell-out generating VSO Word Order Paradigm.
Regarding the subject and Complements of verbs in these languages (Verb-Initial
L), it is strongly believed, based on a variety of empirical evidence, that they remain
in their original position within the V-Projection domain until after spell out when
the N- features on functional heads are weak.
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