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Extended Abstract

The imagology is an attempt to better understand the judgment of others about ourselves
and also to remove the layers of the text, and to understand facts or distortions,
alterations, and the special perceptions that make it possible for the reader to understand
the work of literature as the effect of the author's thoughts and perceptions. The purpose
of this paper is to illustrate the history of the images depicted by Edward Polak, a German
travel writer, about the lifestyle, livelihood, customs, traditions, habits and social norms of
Iranians of the Qajar era. The article is based on "text readability in the light of Imagology"
in a descriptive way. The present study firstly presents its readings on Polak's narrative at
two general levels, with a positive and negative look, then the examples of positive-looking
text images in the form of the alignment and admiration of "me" from the geography of
the "West" to the culture of " the other "(Iran) in the" East ". And secondly, considering the
negative view based on the common pattern of Orientalism in the dimensions of the
epistemological contradictions between the two identities of "me" and "the other” with
regard to the position of the "West" and "East” in the dimensions of stereotyping and
extension, magnifying the contrasts, and humiliating and insulting, has read the images.
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Introduction

The achievements of tourists and travelers are one of the areas of research in "comparative
literature." "A better understanding of literature as a whole cannot be reached only by
comparing the literature of several nations, but by comparing literature to other areas of
human knowledge and endeavors” (Zeynivand, 1392, 31). Itinerary is the hallmark of every
nation's life, "because of the abundance of memories of travel, one can become aware of the
difference in the culture and traditions and historical truths and the opinions of politicians
and governments" (Parvini and Kanjourian, 2009, 15-14). Therefore, the present article seeks
to find out what images of Iranian culture have been transmitted by Polak in his writings.
What were the sources of his imagology in depicting the life style, livelihood, customs,
traditions, habits and the social norms?

Purpose

The necessity and importance of this article is due to the fact that the recognition and
clarification of national culture among other cultures are very important and it is necessary
for the researchers to interpret the narrations of foreigners from the Iranian culture in
accordance with the principles, consciously and consistent with the approach of illustrative
reading of the facts, comparing the content of other itinerary writers and taking into account
the requirements of each period, because in Iran this section of the knowledge of comparative
literature has been neglected.

Methodology

Imagology from the foreign countries and cultures is done in a variety of ways, which can
first be placed in two broad categories: the images that are the result of direct narration and
the images that are based on other images. We refer to images that are illustrated through the
works or characters of the country in question that is intermediate or intermediate images. It
can be perceived that the images he has created from Iranian people are not real. In other
words, they have exaggerated the failures. As a result, reading Polak's work is divided into the
positive and negative parts.

Discussion

Imagology defines the main feature of the image of its rise from the difference between "me"
and "other" and between "here" and "there," hence, image is located in a difference, a system
in between, reality, and two places. Hence, imagology is based on the difference of organs,
truths or two spots. "The study of different features of empathy is the way to perceive the
identity of self, the use of other is not necessarily negative" (Nancat, 1390, 105). Graham
Fuller claims, such cultural observations merely depict the observer than the observed thing
(Qut. Mirzaei, Rahmani, 1999, Fuller, 1998, 5).

In Polak's Itinerary, the frequency of sentences in which there is a positive or beautifully
acclaimed adornment of lifestyles and livelihoods of the Iranian people is scarce. If he tries to
praise the Iranian people, he will describe them like the white plate (Polak, 1982, 19).

Images are divided into open and closed ones in the sense that they are generally and
repeatedly depicted. Closed images are images that are repeated continuously, and in most



cases, their source cannot be identified. These types of images are used to explain public
opinion, expressive economics and faster transmission, because they have always been heard
or seen before. (Namvar Motlagh, 1982, 110).

As stated above, the basis of imagology is the epistemic contradiction between "me" and
"other" and between "here" and "there" (Nancat, 2011, 106). In addition, the "other" has been
perceived as a stranger or other who is described as the homeless creatures. Besides, they are
described as the dogs like those in the myths of European explorers. The time of Polak's
presence in Iran, along with the rule of the Qajar lackluster kings and the accompanying the
domestic tyranny and the foreign colonialism (Britain and Russia), coincides with the
destruction of the country's economic, agricultural and social foundations. This historical
situation can be influential in culture, social flows, and human relationships over a period of
time, but it will not be a permanent change in the identity of a nation. In such condition, the
identity of the nation has been left untouched. Having the superior view, Polak has degraded
the individual's customs, because he has not enough information.

Results

What has had a dramatic effect on Polak's negative image and has led him to a platform for
stereotyping and cloning is the generalization of features created in the context of a particular
historical period and attributing it to the national and social identity. On the other hand,
there are some authorial mentality that came from inter-textual and the intermediate sources.

Conclusion

Polak's Itinerary is a mirror that depicts many dark aspects of life and culture, customs, the
social norms, beliefs and livelihood of the Iranian people in the Qajar era, but in his
narration, he despite his ability to communicate directly and experience personal interaction
with the people, as well as other types of illustration (intermediate and intermediate), and the
other European Orientalists; he has used the term "other” from the common discourse in
which there are streaks of superficiality. What has had a dramatic effect on Polak's negative
image and has led him to a platform for stereotyping and cloning is the generalization of
features created in the context of a particular historical period and attributing it to the
national and social identity. On the other hand, there are the mentality of other authors that
came from inter-textual sources and intermediaries (such as The Adventures of Hajji Baba of
Isphahan by James Justinian Morier, which is all biased and critical, and which caricaturizes
Iran), it also depicts Polak's inappropriate understanding of the concepts of guidance of
Saadi's poems and other proverbs, in his conclusion and his conception of customs, religion,
livelihood, and so on. However, in his image making of Iranian culture, Polak is involved
with mental stereotypes, cloning, insults and humiliations which are frequent; however, in
some cases, the language opens up admiration or realism, and in some cases it also deals with
harmony. The cultural critics, especially the post-colonial critics are very interested in the
cause and outcome of such images.

Innovation

Edward Polak, the Judaist, surgeon, and the writer of the book entitled Iran and Iranian or
Polak's Itinerary (1891-1818) was born in Bohmen, near Vian, Germany. His book is divided
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into several chapters; the first one considers statistics, crowd, and races. The second chapter
has delineated Nasser Al-Din Shah's government. He has mingled his own perception with
the Iranian cultural history, "The view of Western people toward Iranian culture is deep but
incomplete. According to anthropologists, the identification of each cultural component by
other people is incomplete and Western studies on Iranian culture are no exception." (Torabi,
2004,10-12). The innovation of this study is based upon the analysis of Polak's view about
Iranian culture and society in the light of Imagology.
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