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Abstract 
English language teaching in MA level, which is considered as one of the most popular 

majors in the Iranian academic setting with a five-decade life, has experienced three 

programs so far. The latest program, which was adopted in 2016 by the Council for the 

Transformation and Promotion of the Humanities, became operational from the 

beginning of the 2017-18 academic year, after three decades of the implementation of 

the second program, and is supposed to be revised after five years. Due to the 

importance of such a belated change in the program, this article attempts to critically 

examine and analyze the views of twelve faculty members working in state universities, 

which are operating this field of study, through participatory model. The findings, 

which have been analyzed in three categories including a) course titles, b) syllabi, and 

c) resources, indicate that in addition to the significant advantages of the new program 

in terms of attention to new subjects, revision of goals and syllabi, more attention to the 

Iranian context, etc., there are still noticeable shortcomings such as course titles, the 

selection and presentation of the syllabi as well as the suggested resources. Based on the 
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findings, the authors conclude that the micro and macro goals of the program will not 

be achieved without due attention to such weaknesses. Finally, some suggestions have 

been proposed regarding the revision and improvement of the program. 

Keywords: Critical Evaluation, Curriculum, English Language Teaching, 

Participatory Model. 
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 �� ������+O  ��� ������� 5-&	  �X %���  ��	�	�� .���4   � �j'*� ���  �� ���X�   2�'	 ��

 �� )�-$	 * S$*Y"��� � .
� 
$	�e 

  

1.4 >"�%��� ����� �"��  

��  * �* B ����	�	 �'� )Gruba et al. 2016 ��'��	 4(�� �� �� ����    ���'��	 * >. o��\
�� ��  �� ������+O �� ��� �����  0 ��B �e ��!  T�$N� * o.�i�� �	 #	    �� �� 	�
�� � �B  � ��g	�	� h' %1 $ ��P! *  #
��   #$��B��B T$ 0	�   .)�	 0���  

) 
-<� * sF\Salih and Mohammed 2017   ������ 
��*� �� �1	U �(k� 	� ��'��	 (
��� # �B	 X *  �� � $  �� .
��-�  ��'��	 $�� ��    ��� 	� 0���+ 2�'	 �� ����  ��FW��  �*�

>Q�  �-& 
��  <1 4#�*�K��4    o�.E!	 �	 0�N���	 * #	 ��    S�� " ��� R��"    �'�$ �����O 
�� �X %� ��� � #�	AB {	 * #
����    .
���  

) �*	 �Brown 2005 ��-&�	 	� ��'��	 (�r�NF  �� � #$� �� � ����  �� �� ��-�   #��%�
�-&  K��<1 * #�*� >Q�  0�	� 
��   ��� SL�� * ��� � )'��1 �
$ � $�� �'  ����<� �� �

  .)�	 �e  
) ����'�Richards 2001 ��'��	 (�� ��    S�� " #	 �� �k��" 	� ����    �'�$ �����O 

 �	 ��B	 X � �� 4���
� � j�-. 4��� � �	
$	 )��X��4  * ���	��     #�$��� * ���� � 2���
�� � �	 �B	 X   .��-���  ���.	*	)�� 4 R�" �� ��'   $ �� ���� �    �	W�'�  #��' ���   
����   �1

��  �����T�-71 # �B  
���  .  
 * ����F#�   �  W�j'� )Leung and Rea-Dickins 2007 ���B $ wE\	 4( ��� ��   	� �����

�* B ��  �� ��'��	�� 
��	� 0 H� �*
� ��  �*� * $� j'*� �	 # �B  >Q� #$  �-� 
��    
��	�1
T�-71 ��  # �B    .
�L��� M��� #$  

 

2.4 B%�"���� ���%>"� ������ ��"�  

�� � ��'��	� 
� �B ��� ����O  T�(V     #�$� j'*� * $�	
��	 ���	*	 X  )��	.  ��-&   #�*�
0�	�   ������� #$#	 � �� K��<1 * ��� � S� " K�� $     K���<1 40
$�(� 4�P+�7� 4���
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���� ���� ��� � 4���	4 ����� K��<1 *  $ �� ��� )Hidri and Coombe 2017 .( ���   �����	
) �*	 �Brown 2005(4 TH� �� � ��'��	 #$� j'*� 2' 1� o�P. ���� 	:�	 
�  

1.  X � j'*�	0��*   ) ���<�product-oriented approach    0�	
��	  �� �� W�� -1 ��� (    # ��B
�� � n' #$��*��� �	W��� )�	 ����u  

2. �BY'* � j'*�   � ) '"static-characteristic approach  ���� � n�' ��&�� ���� �� ( 	� 
T$      �� ���'�� �� ���� � n' 0�'& 4������ ���� �-� 4�	 �B	 X �� ���
� )P�� ��V

��� �  $#  �'�4  ...*�� ��� � ��
     �DE.���� m1
�-. ���'��	 � �j'*� 2�'	 .�   �������
)�	 ��� � #IX �	 ��eu  

3 .) ��<�
�'	 X � j'*�process-oriented approach�� �E1 �� (    #	 �&	 #$
�'	 X 
��

� �B ��� � j'*� 2'	 .
�� ��� � 	� ��� �O )�	 �-�	 1 * ��'�j1 ��'��	 #��F	 *�u  

4. K�H�1 � j'*�  
���O  T�-�71   ) # ��Bdecision-facilitating approach  ��-& ��� (   #�*�
 �
$ � 0�	��	�1 �� �
�� 71 2�X B #	 � �	 '
�T�-   $���P� 0�	�  �  .)�	 ��&�� #$  

  ) 
-<� * sF\Salih and Mohammed 2017(4  Z�	 ���(�"�   2�'	 �� ��&�� �($*Y"
 ��'��	 |	��	 40��+�� ��  �� ������+O  �\Ee ��	�� 2'	 �� 	� ��� ����� �0�  
�	:  

1. ���  Q�� �	 ��� � ��'��	  u�	����  
2. � ���
� ��'��	'" � ��� � u�	 �B	 X 0B
'�  
3 . K7X � ��'��	�� �� u����  
4. �X + )�+E\ ��'��	  ���
� #	u    
5. ����� 4������ ���� * ���� ��'��	  4$ *   .����� �*� * � j'*�  
�� �� �*�  �
$ 4$-$� ��'��	 |�� 2'	  T�-71 $    # ��B #	 ��    ��� � ���PH� * wE�\	� 

.)�	 ����  
  ���P! �  ) �*	 � 4# �'� #
��Brown 1995  ) �*
�F� * �E"�� * (Kaplan and Baldauf 

19970��� |�� 2'	 �� (   #$��F	 * $�B*��  0��	 ��'��	 �0�  
�	:  
1.  ) ��'���j1 ����'��	formative evaluation (  ) ���-�	 1 ����'��	  ���	 ���summative 

evaluation:( ����  ��V ���	�. ���*�O 2��%1 �	
$	 * ��� �     �E�� �' � e s�� W�� * 0
�
�� ��'��	   �	�1>��$  �!�� �� * ��� � #	 &	��B��B  ��  ��'��j1 ��'��	 �	 *��   ��'"

�*�O  ��� � 0�N��	 �-�	 1 ��'��	 �	 ��.  
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2. ) ��* �� ������outside experts  ) �����(� #���F	  �	 ��� (participatory model (
#U ' ) ��e	� �%N�inside stakeholders�� ��'��	 
�*� �� :(   �	 �	�1 Q� �$  0B
�'� *    #�$

2'*
1 4��H1 �� �� ��77k��4 ���	
� ��Fe� ��� � #	 &	 *    �' ��� � �� K�e� �	 X	 ' 
�	
#U �-$ .� � 0 H� �%N�  

3.   ) ��	
��� S$*Y�"field research(    S$*Y�"  ��	 ��� ���6  ���e  #	 )desk research:( 
         ����	 ���� � 
��*� �� 4)��	 ��	
��� S$*Y�" 
������ ���� � ��'��	 TH� Sk� �V B

��	WB W�� * ���� ' ������  S$*Y" * $   ��&�� #$����O   ��� ���� �     S$*Y�" �	 �	��1
6�� ��e  #	   .)�& ���  
4 . ��'��	 >��$) ��� �during the program evaluation ��'��	  �	 ��� ( C�"  ���� � �	 

)after the program evaluation(: #	 �  �e ��r�NF   #$T$ 4��� �   ��V1f 2��   ���G1 ' �&���
�� 4o-�-71 �	 �e � ��  .� � 0 H� 5*	 |�� ��'��	 �	 �	�1  

5. x-� ��'��	 �)quantitative evaluation(   ��N��  �	 ���)qualitative evaluation( ��� :�� 
� * ��� � ��'��	 * ��� � |�� ��<F  � �� ' �%�	%�&� �� �
$   ��� �	�1      �' 	W�L� ���!

T$� x-� ��'��	 �	.� � 0 H� �N�� * �  
6.  
�'	 X ��'��	)process evaluation(     �X ���'��	  ��	 ���	0��* )product evaluation(: 

�*
<� o��\��  � �� ��� � ����  ��� 40�1�� m1
-. * qk(� ���� ���     ���'��	 �	 �	��1
 X	 �� �	 4� � 0 H� ��� � 5�7<� ' 0��*S��  1  ��	���4   X ���'��		  
��' #	 ��  ���� �    #�$

 �!�� �� #�&��B��B   .)�	 )'�F*	 �� 

  

3.4 >"�%��� ����� �"�� �)D���� �(-�� �E"�0��  

#�  �  W�j'� )Rea-Dickins 1997* (  �����  *#�  �   W��j'� )Kiely and Rea-Dickins 2005(  ��
�� ����(� #��F	 �X %�  #U >�HN� ��	 �%N�O 0Y'* #	 �	�� .
��  �$ #U    *� K��� 	� ��%N�

0* B4 T�-71 �	 X	 ��%'  1 �	 X	 * 0
� �BfT�-71 �	  'A" �{   ��� � #	 &	 * 2'*
1 
�*� �� $� 
����4 �� �	��
�P! 2'	 �� .�   5*	 0* B 4#
���� >� »#U  ��� �%N�  �����   ����� �	 �X	 «  0* �B *
 >*��� >� »#U �� �%N� )��(� �	 X	 #�%�   0
���� «  ��� ��e���   
���� )Brysonet al. 2011 .(

�� ���  2�*�  �� � �� �	 X	 �	 ���� 2'	 �� �(�� Z�	 � 4 1�  ��� N'	 ����     ��j' �� 4
����
D ��P! *� 2'	 �	�� �	    .
� �B#	 � )��� 4���-�  ��� � 4�	�	AB  �	W'�4 ��H1 *     �	��� �B
����

.
��	� �	 D >*� 0* B �� �	 �B	 X * ���
� * 5*	 0* B �� ������  



>"����% ������ ����� �"�� �(>���  !9$ ... )�&#��%� 6-�7��� ���(%� �(   155 

 

) oj�	 * ����
F�	Alderson and Scott 1992(4    �����(� #���F	 ��X %� ��4   *� 2�'	
�� 	� 0* B �FW�� #U  * ���e	� ��B*� �%N�    ��� ��X %� ���* ��    ) ��1�" .
����Patton 2008 (

�� 5~
��	  �� � ��'��	 ���B $ �� 
���   Q� �	 0�N���	 4���� #�$ #U    K�+	 � �� ��%N�
 .)�	 #�* i ��� � #	 &	 * 2'*
1 h��k���  ����		��'��	 |�� 2'	 4*4 �� �� �	 ��   �	�1

K+	 � �� ��B��B T$ ��� � n'   4�+	 ! ��V	 &	4     ��� 4� �� 0 �H� �� �(k� {	 SL�� *
� * 	��<�r�NF   #$ ��� ����� 4)�	 ���%� �� ��g��'W$ ��V ��   .�� #	 &	 �F� #$  

�� ) ���� ����	Burke 1998(4 �BY'* �	     ����� |�-&	 ��� �
��� ��'��	 |�� 2'	 #$O 
oEj(� K+ 4��� � � ��� * )�$�4 ��� � *  �
$ � #W'� �&�1� �� )�	 �� wE\	   ���

��%�	  �	 ��F	 2'	 ���� 'A"  Q� �<�O �-& * 	 &	  �� 0�	� #�*�  0��� �	 �	�1     h���k� #�$
x-�.)�& 0 H� �N�� * �  

  0B
'� )�-$	 ��  Q� 5+  $ O����  2'	�rNF�  �� TH��� ��     
��� * ���'��	 �� 4�����
�� �� �*� ����O ��� 
��	 �������   0B
�'� �	 �������	 ��� �����     �	 #�-�� #�$

�	���	 .)�	 0
� ��X B 0 H� ���� 2'	  
 

50*�12 ��� .  

S$*Y" 2'	 ��4 �&�1�  6k��	 ���	���	 �� �FW�� �rNF� -H��  )���(� �	     n�' �� �B
����
#U �	 �j' ' ��� � qe� �%N�4  ���P! �� m��	 ��    ) ��1�" #
���Patton 2008	 (  ���� � �


� 'A" �{f1 �E1 4�� ��� 1 �� ���O �P+7� �*� MFD �� * �N��4 �� �*� �	 �j'    #�$
w �� )�	 
��	 ���� �� ������	 ��� ����� ��� � 4��'��	 � .���	 ���Q�� 2' *  #	 �� 

S$*Y" 2'	 #	 &	4  K+	 � K'U 5P�� 
�:  
1. 	
��	4 '" ��  O������-�  ) 
����%� # �Bcriterion-based )���(� 6k��	 #	 � (   �B
���� 

S$*Y" 2'	 ��4 hF	 :
� 6k��	 $��%� 2'	. ������	 ��� ����� # ��� '  ����    �����
#� ���4 6. � L1�  �� C'�
1�� ��  * 2�(�"�� �� 
'
&4 �.  2��	�)��  T��    5�� ,��"

�� L14 �.  )'�I. ��)J�$  0�(�	� �� �-�.  ��F*� #$.  
2. �P�.	 �
$ �   �� �(k�S� " #$ �P+7�   *� �� 	
��	 4$   �	 2�1 �	����	   * ��� L1�

��� � ��P� �	 ����   ������	 ��� ����� O��+ �� ������ #W'���   Kj�� ���N�1   �P+�7�
���X' �'" � .
  �P+7� *� 2'	 #$ �	 �r�NF   #$��� �     * ����� #W�'� ��<�O   4�� ���'��	

� "S #$ )��(� � �P+7� #	 � ��\	   �+	 ! �B
����
.  
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3. '" ��  2���%1 #$��%�   0
��4         ���X B Z�-1 0��(�	� ����	 0����� �� |��-L���* 
)'H���4  �P+7� (�� �HV * � � )($)  N� 0��	*� �
��P+7� 2'	 .   �� $ ���O   �����

 ��' H� 1 �	� e1399  >L�	)X B  ���	 >	
� $ ��  2�� $35  10L�"   5��! ���D� 
��(� .
��     0
��� Z���� �	 �X	 >� 4�DEe	 Kg�� )'.� K�F�  )��	  �� * �-��O    0��	*� �1 n�'

�X %�  0
�    .
�	  
4. 0 H� � 4S$*Y" 2'	 ��  K-%F	����� �	 �'�&  �g	�	 #$    0
���� O���   #	 �&	 P+�7�� 
 �N��)Dörnyei 2007( �� �-�� #�<�  )e�  
��� �P+�7� 4        * ���\	 S�� " 
��V 5��+ �$

 �. X S� " 2'
�V ����P+7� �	 ���� 2'	 �� m~�-%� ��  �P+7� $  )� � * 0
���   0
����   
 w ���� 
����&�1� . 2'	 �� R�" ��  )��(� 0��	*� #$    |P��	 �.��� � 0
��� )saturation( 

T$ 0	� �
  ���X' �.��i�� K��<1 4     �.E!	 Z��	 � �$     �P+�7� �	
�%1 2�'	 �	 K�\+ o
o��\  .)X 'A"  

  

6����� � =>� .  

)-�D 2'	 ��4 ��X'  �P+7� �	 K\+ #$   ' ��\	 Sk� �� �� $��  �����   2��*�    �� 4 �1
 �� MFD�rNF�  TH��� ��  K�� ����» h�F	.  ��.�	�  #�$ Z*��«4 »6.  K�7X �«* 4 »�. 

���� ����« �� K��<1 * �g	�	  ���C/� .
4 Sk�  $ ��    h%�i p��� * o�D p�� ��� �� 
0
'WB 4|�i�� ��e	 X �� * 0
� 0� -� � 
'
&  �P+7� �	 �'$  �� $ �FW��   0
�� �g	�	 
$�

 s�i�1 	
��	 4Sk�  $ �� )�	  �U �'� .)�	�$1�� ����O ��    ��g	�	 ���� � o	 ��G1 *
��	�	�� *4 ��X' ��    .)�	 0
� ��e	� " $  

  

1.6 �)��� ��� ��"�  

�� ��  ������	 ��� ����� 2�(�" 
�� �B ���O 21  ) �	���. 0���HV    * ���\	 Z�� �	���.
 * �77k1)N$  �� �� )�	 0��� (#���e	 Z�� �	��. ��� ��    ��� 
�'
& 0
�L$   �	���.

)S�  * ��\	 �	��.0��	*�    �� .)��	 ���X' S$� (#���e	 �	��. ��� ��  
�'
&4   
$��
��. �	 #�-� �A+	� #$ �Xi	 * ����  ��. �
�	�  #�$  
�'
&#      �Q�� �	 ��� T����$

�P+7�    ��G1 4�B
��� T�(V  # ��B    ��� 6���<� ���� � ��     4|��-L��� .���� Q� #�$ 
�g	�	  
�0 ����O ��.	� #$ �� 	� ����   h%i * o�D p�� Sk� *� �� �	�1�� ��  
�'
&4 

�� �<�# �� K'U �� �� 4
'� �-& * �g	�	   #
��� �.  
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1.1.6 +�F G��  

��X' ��� � �  �P+7� �	 K\+ #$  �� 4$  ��. o�D p�� �	�1	� #$   	� ����� )���  T�� 
�Sk� *� �� hF	.  �A+�	��. #$ vP1 ��4 6. g	�	� ��.	� #$    �� 
����*� * 
'
& ����

)'��<� 2'	 ����	 ��  ��� �:� � 1. �&�1    ��� �F����  #�*��X4 2.  ��&�1    0���+ ���    #�$
���  ����  #	4 3. M��� �&�1       ���	�	�� .�	 �'	 �� ���� ������ ��� �����4   0B
�'� 2�'	    �$

��� �  ��  ���
.  
H-�. �)� IJ<�� ��� KDL���: K-.�� -$� �P+7�   �B
����     	� 
�'
& ���� � �����	

��. �e � �A+	� #$  ��������	� 
�	 2'	 �� .������* � 4  R�" 2'	  0	� $ :)�(B  

���� �� 
� h' %1 0�*� 2'	 ��4  ��%'���� #$  �$�)7�4  S'	 �B      ��'� #�$
   #	�	� � �X ��� ��� 0
�  �U m��D� T$ ��� � �	
$	 �� * ��P� w �� ������	 ���

�
��	 ������ ��
�  
'� ���� 2'	 
�	��� 	� ��E�	 ����
�� �-& 1  2��-$  � .
Z�	4 -& 1 Z���  ��E�	1 * 2    �	 ��j' m~��-%� �� ��� 0
� h' %1 ��� � ��

�� 0�(�	� �� $  �� �g	�	 $   ��� .
�  5�+ $4    �	���. 2�'	 �A�+      ���� #�* �i �$
�P+7�)  
���O 7(.  
�� �� (�� �����  �e � � o��& �� $�� .)�	 0	��	���	   ���&* 4���� 2'	

��. �e �	� #$ ��    ����� �� pP1�	4 ��   ����� T�$      o����	 * ��-& �� S'	 �B ���
��X' �	*� 
+ �	 S�� ������	 )�	 .
� w �� 4�$B �� ��NB  Z�� 
�    K��� �'$

-& 1 4o���	� ��E�	 ����4 ��� 0B
'� �	 o���	 '     )��$ ���� � �� �����4   ��	
0�(�	� �� .��(� �g	�	   #$ #�'� 
$� �g	�	��       �A�+  �1�*� ��� ��� T'���� $
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