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Abstract 

This research is based on a structured analysis of the book written by Pierre 

Bourdieu, called "Photography, a Middle-brow Art". This study is a descriptive 

analysis of the different sections of the book from different perspectives. In this 

research, we considered the Persian translation of the book. Moreover, the origin of 

the work and the effectiveness of its contents after more than half a century from its 

publication, along with its advantages and disadvantages were discussed. We also 

compared the Persian translation to the English version. The translation of the work 

was also examined, which revealed that the book has a decent translation quality, 

despite detecting a few errors in some sections. It can be concluded that due to the 

long time since its publication and the speed of change in its concerning fields, 

namely sociology and photography, most arguments in the book can no longer be 

cited. Also, because the book contains discontinuous articles and does not have an 
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explicit conclusion, it does not have the desired unity in general, which might result 

in the fact that each section can be read independently. 
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C�R�@ �   .-'��
� �*���  H#$:+	, >- 6 ���� -�D »
�#5� ��1  >z
% ��8*   [��#$)

*E�,�C1(« .�0�  �*WC ���� +	�NC  %*�  >���� ,-D ��*. �� ,
 �6 1�� >-!�E   ��� 1
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.+	, >-' K0L  =�� �0� ��
��(?L  �	
�C @�   
��NY � ��' �   -� 6
�  ��(�)   �*�.
 >-!E%*�13 ��() +	,B���� . ����  �WC � ���� >-' G�EI� , �WC �121    ��(�)

 �WC j�100 ��() �� �
,� �0� �� j,-� �� �%��  �EI��G  � �  *�'�-    ����� ��0� ��� .
�� +'*�  +5EF 
� �� �
,� �%��+',���% �I�R ��  >-�' 1-!�      � ��' ����� -� 6
� .-��,10 

   � ��' {�% �WC �, �0� �+',���%93    �6 j� ��0�  +�',���%31   .�
,� +�',���%
+',���%    j� ��WC �, ��0� 1��27    �6 j� ��0�  �
*� 41    M���%�N� .�
,� +�',���%

 � �' =�� ���� �.6 �0�54 �  +',���% .-'�� �� 
�%��  ������= �5�%�   ��(�) ��	 
��  
 +(�*W�%� �� ���� X
*) 	�>� (	 �- ) �	 
���(j��. @E� �  �����  ��   -!�'�� . 
�

�' ���� @%, 
� 6 �-D  
,�*5�1 �
,� �*D   ���	,
 
� ���1 , -��, ��T �D w  �	�!'� 
*�%>-!E .+	, ��C
 
�� ��  

2.3.2 ���� � ���	�� ���� �����  

 wO. �� �� ���� 
� �*D*  �%*W� +(� >-�' h�Y ���� 1�N��, 
� �E��?�, �0E�   �-��,
       
,��F X��(�) 
� ����0��, :�l�� U*�� .-��
,� ��*�9 �� h�Y +�(��  {Y*� 
��E� ��T�,

H#$ @�C�;      ��� �*�. @�%, ��� +	, ���� :l�� H!D ��5� @�  3, ��*� ,-D Gl
O$ ���
��    3, ,-�D �%��W� �� �%�S�6 3, .+	, >�*� 
,:;�<, �%�W� �-' +�(��    @�%, �+�	, @�� 

     �-�*�' h��Y 7�	�!  1:�l�� 1
 �� ��N� +�(�� �� �%�W� �� �*� G�,�C ���,
 �� ��# ,
��() � *5$ �2� 3, ���� �Y�;, .+	, >-L� +%�$
 ��#� @%, �N�!    ��
,� �8*��F ���F �%,
6

��() X,-�N5� 3, >��(�	, ����� 1,*��  ��0	 ��8� �� � , �  �FO. �%,
6    {�5� +�E�,*�
%>�    -��D �%*�W� ��5� ����� -�D 1
 �%*W� .-!� @�  ��,
  1���m �-' ��N� �� 1,

�  
�2��, 1�%*W� �2� 3, .+	, �E��?�, �0E�     �%��W� 3, ��	�#$ ���� 
� ����� �� +C

���  .-'�� 
,�
*.�� 1��L��   ��  ,*���  �-' �,
 
� ��L�� 1�%*W� 1��    {�5� +�E�,*�

>-!�,*. ��  -'�� >-!!� 1,    �%��W� �-�%� 
�2��, �>- 6 �	�#$ >z, ��,*!$ 
� �� ����� 3,
��� 
� � , .�
,� +�(�� ��  ��%3 �0E� 3, j,-�   .+	, >-L� �ND*� �%�W� �� ���� 1��  

3.3.2 ����� � ������  

     V�� �1����m +�	,�% ��2� 3, �Y�;, .�
,-� ��*�9  g%,�' �%,�% �2� 3, ���� ����
 7	�!  ���m �� ����w,�;,
�� �� -�Y �E��?�, �0E� 3, �	�� ��  +	,     �>-�' j��S�, ���
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 ��0� 
� �	
�C �5D�� ���, �%,�% � ,         1,
,� �+�	, *�%�
*� G��F ��� ��� �%,-���, 1���
   >���#� �
, ����	6 ����� 1,*��  �� �Y�;, XO#L  @%, .+	, ��,,�C XO#L     �� , -��,

�0� �� >-' 7�	 	  �,*.-� �!�  �� @��E0� 1��+0     ��	
�C GD���  .�*�' �-�  GNC
     �6 ����� ���	6 
� �T�	  >���� �5D�� *�� ��5� �� ,
 �E��?�, ��Q*R XO5D �����
    �� ,�, 
� .+�	, >-�' �	
�C ���3 
� 7�S$ 1
��.�	 �� ��Q*R ��O5D |$�� ,:8 ���',-�

  ��(�) 3,) +E0� �WC �, �0� ��	
�C �5D�� +�(�� �S!	 1,��33   ���116  ��� ,
 (
�    .+	, >- 6 � ,�, 
� ���#�  >�,� r��9� �6 �E��?�, �0E 

1.3.3.2 
"L�9  

    .-�'�� �6 =���� -�%�� GD��  {% �� +	, 1
�� �*�  �5D�� 1,�� ��), �;�% �	
      >3*�� ��� g��E� ��5� 3, ���5N   -�WI  ���3 �� g�E� Hp	 �,-�  ���3 �� g�E� +E0�  

�  @�  �WW0� , �� +	, -I�T  y
� *�� .-'��      U*��*  ����3 ��� g��E� �+�5�, �2� 3
�8*I  �� +�E� ��� +�	�E� 3, H� �,-�  ���3    -�WI  ����3 �� 
��'*� 
� �F���  ���3 1

�  
,�F .���;(Newmark, 1988)     ��5D�� ��E��?�, ��� �E�,�C ���3 3, �), 
� �� ���� @� 
     ��	
��  ���C�; 
,��F ���,��;�� -!%6�C 
� ����  {% ,-��, �>-'    �6 
� 
,-�I  ��Y ��#!%,

     ��5� ����.,��� ��	
�C �0�E� ��	
�� �� �� ���� @%, 
� �>-' �)�� +�IC*    .-�S!;
  7��9  1,*��  �� -' -�,*. @%, 7�	 -WI   ,-�  ���3 �� g�E� �-' >
�', �� 
*9��5�
    .�3��	 ��I�!  ���	
� ��;z, 3, >��(�	, �� ,
 �6 -�,*��  �*' y
� GD��  g	*� ��	
� ��

� ,    �0�E� GD���  .+�	, �6 �WW0� >3*�  >-' q�9  U*�*  �� g�E� �6 3, ��5N   1
�8 ��N�� 1�F6 ��	
�C   3,���' �!� >�?L�,� �5�$ X��� *~$ ����� � �!	�!' [�	, �� �,��

�      �,*�!$ 
� |��� �
*�  ���� �#!%, �� .+	, �*PL  H%
-� �� �	�#$ ��'
 
�  -!'��
� >��(�	, �	�#$ >z, 3, �*.    ��T �D �6 ��WW0� ���), >3*�� � , �>��     +�	, ��	�!'

>-' q�9  >3*� @%, 
� G���(   X��O9), ��L��   ����� ��), >-!E%*� @%, �� >O$ .-�,
�T �D {% �*.    ��T �D ��%�� ��� , �2� �
*  ��5�(; �� ��-$�F  +	, [�!'    �#�' ��	�!'

�  �2� �� ��C
 G� 1
 .+	, ��C�;  � �*�D*  X,�,�%, -	
      j-�$ �R��. ��� ��� ���5D�� 

     ��T �D >3*�� ��� w,��', j-�$ ��8� �� �#�� �-WI   ,-�  ���3 �� GD��  g�E�    ��	�!'

�  ���� 
� |�� �
*  U*�*  .-'��  
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 �<, �E��?�, �0E� �,*!$ �5D��Photography: a Middle-Brow Art    ��	
�C ��� �� +	,
»���  �!� "�	�#$ �%�  « X
��$ .+	, >-' �,��;�� Middle-Brow   1,��� ��(�) �,*!$ �� ��

    ����) �,���;�� -%��'  �
,� >
��', g	*�  �LF �� �	
�C 
� �>-' >�
6 �!�    �,*�!$ ���
» g�	*�  �LF �!� "�	�#$ «         ��� ��� ��,
��',  ����� 1,*���  1
 3, ����!%, ��� .-�'��

���  �  �	�#$ ���	
 �?%�      ��  �,*�	 ��%3 ,
 �6 1��!� �D �%*	 3,  �*'   �����  -%��'
>z, ��0��, ���  1*�N� � 1      .-�'��� 4�98 3, �8��. ��
,� �*�. 
� ,
 �(!  
�� @%, �� �%� 


,�%e* 
*'6 ���� 
� 1�	
�C ���3 �L%-�,3��  >z, ��� � %� ,
   ��D ���1    [*��� �� +�P8
g	*�    	
�C ���3 ��;z, �$*5S  �� �,*�Q,�  ��  �
,       �*�5�  ��� +�	, -�I�T   -��,�

1,�� �$�!) �  GN  �� �J�6 @�!J5� .+	, >��� >��(�	, >z, @%, 3, 
�� @��E0�   @�%, -%�5�
 ���T  ,
 >z, @%, 1
*'6 �� +	,mediocre �  -�,� �� >3� ,   ���>z, ,1    ����3 
� �,-�� 

	
�C� -��%�  .+�	, >-'   1
*�'6)1375 :160(     ��  w��), @�%, ���    >z, ���0��, �,*��
���  
�C GD��  1*	 3, �%� �  |�� 1,�� ���  �6  �,� 
,�F ��I��, �
*  ,
 �	 .-'��  

�  ,
 �	
�C �5D�� �� >�
, -I� ����� �E��?�, �0E� �� �	
�C @�  r��9� 
�   
� �,*��
�I�R >3*� �    X��5�� �5D�� �0� � �� ��'�*. �� �5D�� X,�,�%, +E0� .��� 1-!�

�  G�EI� XO5D �5D�� �5D�� XO#L  .-�*' �� 1,  �9�	,   +0�	    
� �*�%�
*� ��E%*�
�� ��L�� �%,-��, �*WC �  GLY >3*� � , .�
*.    ��� ��	
�C �5D�� �
*  
� X,�,�%, �?%� 1

  ���  +�E�� 
,�
*.�� ��	�!  +	,�% 3, �	
�C @�  .+	, o*��  @�  �%,�%   �*�W.
���  � ,�, 
� .+	, ��
 �� 
��E� +E0� �WC 
� U*�*  @%, , X,�,�%, 3, �%��  �
*�  >�


�  
,�F �	
�� �	
�C �5D�� �6 3, H�  >- 6 ���� �E��?�, @�  ,-��, 
� .-���;   >-� 6 e,
�  q�9  �5D�� 1,�� 1��N!L�� ��,�%, �	
�� �� M��%�N� .+	, .�*'  

the absence of economic and technical obstacles is an adequate explanation only if 
one hypothetically assumes that photographic consumption fills a need that can be 

satisfied within the limits of economic means. 
��W�F, V�,*  �*D j-$1 !C >-!E�  7	�!  ��D*� =�� �     ��
*�) 
� ����8, �+�	, 1,

>�-�  
� 13��� �	�#$ w�W  G�!� ��C ��  ��  >�
6�� �8�  X���# , 1  ).-�!��34 �
 [10 11(  

��W�F, V�,*  �*D j-$1 !C � �
*) 
� �N!�� C��� , �� ��C �� +	, �%@    ��� -�'��
	�#$ w�W �  M�C�)����3� ��C�; 
,�F 1 >�-�  
����E  ��W�F,1 �  w�R�� ,
 �3�	.  
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but does this not amount to doing away with the sociological problem by providing 

as an explanation what sociology should be explaining? 

�T �D ���*� �� �>�?� @%, �� �%6 � ,  ��\�E   ��ES� �L�� ��.�!'  ��T �D 1,   ,
 ��.�!�'
��',:?� j�5��� �)kG%,37[ �12  13(  

6 � ,%� ,%@  ���8=!     G��$ ��I� @�C��; >-%��� 1  ��T �D �!' ��	 
�  ��*���   ��\�E  @�%, 
�T �D �!'��. +E��k 

if an increase in resources has the almost automatic effect of increasing the diffusion 
of cameras and the number of photographers, we would be right in supposing the 
existence of “natural” aspiration to photographic practice which can remain constant 
across different milieux and situations because, inspired by universal “motivations”, it is 

independent of social conditioning. 
,=C, �;,%� �%,
,� �� �*. �*. �� � �%,=C, �>��E;  ��
��@    ��� 
�5�'   ���	�#$  ��<���

�  �
,:; ���5	-� @%, H�  +	
��*� -�,*.  ���5$ �� +�E� 	�#$  �����', �» ��T��R« 
�
,� �*D ����', @%,   � �  
� -�,*��g ���$�5�D, 1  +�T� ��1 +��< 4��0   �F��� 

 -��5�,�%3� �3, ��- 6�� ��8� � »?�,�=e ��1 «���?5�   o��' 3, �I��E  � o��'   ��T �D 
.+	,�)34  35 [ �18 ��22 1(  

,=C, �;,%� �%,
,� �� ��  X
*)�*. �*. �� �  >���E; �%,=�C, |$�  ��
��@    ��� 
�5�' 
 ��	�#$�*' ���C @%, H� ��   +	
��*� -�,*.   ���   ��5$ ��� +��E�  �	�#$  �����', �

»�T��R« �
,� �*D ����', @%, ��  � �  
� -�,*��g ��  +�T� ��1 4��0   +���<  �F��� 
-��5�� �� ��8� �6 �� ,�%3  3,»?�,�=e ��1 «  ���C�; j��N8, ��;,�C  3, �I��E  �  �$��5�D, -�$,*F 
.+	, 

protection against time 
 �).�� 3 ��,�� 
� + �I 35 [ �8(  

.�� 3 ��<�� 3, +m�(�  
Distraction. 

 �).� �;�	35 [ �9  � 36[ �2  (  
[,*� .����  
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… allowing them to express and artistic intention or demonstrate their technical 
mastery. 

�  ��# , �N�6 �� ...  ��!C X
�N  �% ��',:; �%�5� �� ,
 ��,-! �!� ���� �� -��    ��� ,
 ���'
�).-!L#� �%*W�35 [ �23 24(  

 ...  >3�D, �N�6 ��� -�� �� +�� �!�1 ��'  ,
>�,� 3�� %�  X
�N �!C .-!�� ��L� ,
 �*. 

it provides the satisfaction of prestige, in the form of technical prowess or evidence 
of a personal achievement (a journey, an event) or of ostentatious expenditure. 

%
 ��(	) �W0' �
��	� {% �� ��,� ��,*; �% �!C X
�N  78�F 
� ��	�#$  ��% (�,-
�!%=� 78�F 
�           [��#$ �$��5�D, 
����$,  ��ND ��(� 7��	 �>-�' w��) +�(?!� 1

�   �).�*'35 [ �2526 � 36 [ �1(  
   (�,-�%
 ��(�	) �W0' �
��	� {% �� ��,� ��,*; �% �!C X
�N  78�F 
� [�	�#$]

�!%=� 78�F 
� �%         ��� [[��#$ 1,��� ,
] �$��5�D, 
����$,  ��ND �>-�' w�) v+(?!� 1
�  ��P 
, .�
6  

�0� �%�	 
� ���	 @�5� �� ��5D�� �2!  3, �, �0� �	
�� �� >O$    ��������', ���
�  GLY �� �0� X�����', .�
*. >3*� 
� ��L�� �?%� 1��  ��5D�� 1     X��5�� >����', 1

j�� �  ��. 1��      >�
6 4���0  ��5D�� � ��� ����� 
� ��. � �	, ���  �,*!$ �� .-'��
� .+	, >-' ��() 
208 »=���?��	, ��(86 « ���T  ��»H���?��	, «    X��(�  ����� ��%�5� 
�

   j��� �?%� �8��  �,*!$ �� @�!J5� .+	,Max Weber    ��(�) 
� >����', ���  1188   ������
»H�
�  «     ��� ����� ��5D�� �� , 
� �� �������', @%��5N  3, �?%� �#% .+	, >-' �5D��

�  GLY C 3, j*	 �0� �,*!$ ��
*.�  j� �W   ��
*� ��'  �#E���8*� g	*� �� -'��
   >-� 6 ��0� @%, �E��?�, �,*!$ 
� .+	, >-' ��'*�professional men or men of quality: 

professional photographers  ,
 �6 �	
�C GD��  ��»�C�� 1, +�(�� �% ��    ���	�#$ :���%,�;
�C�� 1, « �� ���F X�#� 3, �#% .+	, >��� �5D��>
��
� �� �       ��2� ��� G�N  ��WC @�%, 1

�  �C�� ��	�#$ >�?%�D 
� ���3 
*~� j-$ �� ��;-!E%*� -���� �-	
 �  1,   >,*�; �� -'��
�� �� ��0� @%, �,*!$ �5D�� ��� @%, �� .+	, >- 6 �0� @%, @�  
� U*�*  @%,   �ND*��

    -�I�  |��� ���  
���E� �� +�5�, �� ���E  3, �#% ��E��?�, �,*!$ ��  ��     ��� ,
 -�'��
e
 �����  -I� +5EF 
� �0� @%, �%,*��  -I� .+	, >�,-� ��I��, ��	
�   ��<, ��.�!'

  .-' -�,*. 1��,  
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2.3.3.2 ��=�)� <L��� � F��@ ��=�)� 
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� -%��E�%, ���' ���� @%, �E��?�, GD�� 1959   ��%��� ����	�N' 
�   -�!8�%,
 .+	, >-' -8*�  �8�5',�
�C   ����3 ��'
 ��W��8,      �%���5� ��!�� �8��� 
� �
-�  1���

�  -'�� �*. XO�W�� ��%�� 3, H� .���   3,GD��  {% �� �-' �%-��   +�F j��5��   ���
� ��3
 �,*!$ ��N�  1
�S� 
�?�  
�� ��*%=%*�� >-!!��     @�5S�, r���	 H��
 -%�E�%, .���

B��5D��  ��;-!E%*� @5S�, �����%��   ����5� 
� , .+	,PEN Writers in Translation   +�\�� �
���� �%�%���    
*�R ��� �����%�� ���, �5D�� =��  ��
*L  +\��  ���586 ���3 �� -%-D 1��

�  H%
-� G9! .-!�     ����� �%���8��%,  ����586 �1-!�� �1*E�,�C X����, �5D�� � , 
� 1
�� 
  �
,�  �+	, >��� �5D�� 1
��E� 1�� ���5D 3, Manituana  Altai    ���!�   ���'*�

The Weekend       3, 
��#��!; @8,-�?   {��8*� ��L�  �<, @��*��	 �{!��' �
�N��� ��'*�
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