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Abstract 

Introduction 

The natural world which inevitably involves evils has always preoccupied human beings 

with plans to overcome the evils. Some of these fears should be traced to how religion is 

deployed and divine saints are appealed to in contrast to evils and diseases. In the Islamic 

culture, the belief in the guardianship (wilāya) of, and the recourse to, the perfect man (al-

insān al-kāmil) are deemed as the great elixir that not only secures the human serenity but 

also saves him from troubles. The belief, which is nicely derivable from Islamic texts, has 

occasionally led to general misconceptions of this major doctrine. Thus, it is conceived as if 

the person who makes recourse to the perfect man should attain all one’s wants in the face 

of the evil. On this popular view, the perfect man is permitted to manipulate the existence 

in any way whatsoever, and any person can overcome the nature evils of the universe and 

attain all one’s wants by recourse to the perfect man. A scrutiny of religious texts, however, 

can reveal that this is a misplaced expectation, and despite the supreme position of the 

perfect man in the order of Being, he is limited in his existential manipulations. How one 

might, from a mystical perspective, overcome spiritual and physical damages arising from 

evils by recourse to the perfect man is the question with which I am concerned in this 

paper. I conclude that, according to Ibn ‘Arabī’s views, the perfect man’s interventions in 

the natural world are limited, and as long as he is not permitted by God, he cannot make 

any modifications in the nature, nor is he expected to do any extraordinary act. Even on 
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assumption of manipulation, he makes minimal manipulations in order to express the 

religion. 

Method of Research 

The method of research here is analytic descriptive. 

Discussion and Results 

The perfect man is a human being who has accomplished all four mystical journeys. It is 

primarily applied to Prophet Muhammad and then loosely applied to the rest of the 

Fourteen Infallibles. With various phrases in Ibn ‘Arabī’s work, Prophet Muhammad might 

also be referred to as the most perfect man or perfect perfect-making (mukammil) man, as 

well as perfect man as the latter broadly construed includes a perfect perfect-making man 

as well. 

What might be derived from the words of Islamic mystics, particularly Ibn ‘Arabī, is 

that the perfect man is inclusive by virtue of his manifestation of God’s greatest name (al-

isma al-a‘ẓam), being expressive of all degrees from the divine throne to the earth. 

Moreover, as a general principle, the mystic’s knowledge of God and degradation of his 

own self, prevents him from manipulating the world. Furthermore, if a mystic makes a 

manipulation with God’s permission, it will just be in terms of perfection and training. 

Conclusion 

A scrutiny of the perfect man’s manipulations of the world, and their extent, provides us 

with a rationality that reinforces our piety, instead of undermining our religious 

commitments. For in this light the believer sees oneself between a fear and a hope, and as a 

consequence, neither is he disappointed of achieving his goals by means of recourse to the 

perfect man, nor is he fully assured by such means. I believe that ill consequences of such 

realism is by far negligible with respect to general misconceptions of the place of the 

perfect man and the extent of his existential manipulations, remarkably reducing disbeliefs 

as a result of disappointments in a religious community. 

Keywords: Evil, perfect man, Ibn ‘Arabī, existential manipulation, recourse (tawassul), 

efforts. 
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"-����      "��0� ������	�� 6��> "� *-%�	�� 	� *��h�	� � 	�h� "�� )��  � 	'�� ��2 P� ���	�

(� �!� .����� *� ���K �� r	�� �� ��
 ��	�! �� ";�, 	� *-B     $�0> �� �	�� (�0�37 "�B��
      ��� $���&> "�'�� n��47 � <	��G7 �� 	'�� ���� ��H	� ���� ��
 "-�� )�� �(����� "5	3�
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1.5  A�BC��D( #(�E� F��E'1 G9  
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"# �� *'5� �	�&�� <��F%� "��82 P�    �� $�%�&� );�, � c��� *8-d�� ('� � <�	> M�
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   	�� *7	�	;� "# �;# *� �	� *A	;j-,� ���;> "� ��F%�  � �O,�� )�� "� C,	� �� *��> )��
       $��, 6��5� "�� *�'5� �	��&�� 	�,	,� "# $,� �� "5	3� 6�5� .$��� ����d� 9�	> $�%�

�&F� �	! �	� *����� �w��  $5	�,� 6���7 � )�� �	'N� ��?;� "� � ('� )�� ����� �� ���
         $�,� )���� �	�! _��8�� *;d�, "�� .����� ���'� ��F%� $�%�  � *'5� $FB vh�� ��� �
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     *�'5� $�FB ���F%� 	�� ��, �8��  � � ���� $4D� ��� � $;� *� *'5� @0
 "�   n���� ���
n	�7 .���� (��� �� *
�� $#h� "�	� ����7 *� ��
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 O-5	�,� 6���7 �� ��F%� "� ���	� �����
 �H� "� *'5� .�,� "2�!� "��� "F�-�   $�,�
  "�� �� "#��2 _��;� *� <��= ��
 �:, )��-�# �� *'5� "/5	� $FB "�	j� "� �	'N� )�� 	��
  O-��	�4B "� (0> ���� 	� � ��� �� �	;> ��� �� ��> �O;��� ������ �	;# �� ���� *� *���
    ��3B � ��0> � *���� ��7�� �� ��	� �� <�D� )�� �*��> )�� ��	� "� .�;;# *� *;��� �� 	�

�� �    �*���> )���) .����� �F-3� ���	F�� *� ��&%� � �E, "� ��F%� )-,	#�� "� �	! "# 	
 :�	��130(13  
(�          "�� $&�3� 	�� �	�3��  � *�
�� J��[�� n��> *����2 6�0E7 �� $�%� 6�� )�;2

       � ���2 "��;�� � *��'5� �	��5�� � �	��&�� <	����# 	�� <���F%�    �	����� �� <�	�> M����
 )��
����  *��  $4�4B "� ��-�      $��	� )��> "�# 	�F��  � .��;�� *� <��> �	��	�-K� � $�	� )�>

.�&K  � ��> )�� �[5 ������ �� @B <�>� .�&K �	�-K� 	'�	3��  � *
�� *�  	� �, @B   ���;� 
   )�� ���'7w u�� :$,� "-� ��	�� a�:5 *0�� "� I0:� )�� "� ��� ���K �� "# "��! �	��

/QGK)�	�� )� ��'� �� )�5 � $&&B�56    � $��� ���	� ����K �!� "�;�� �8�� ��	� � (
      ����� 6��> "�� *�;��  ��� �� "# ��	� �� "��� �;�	� � �-� ���� ��� �� �� 9�	> 9�G7
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 "�	�  6�� "�� �� nh,� *���! *&� 9�G7 � $�� ��	� n��w P� *� lK�� ��D�   _���
�� .	B � $�%�  � �	����> ��R�� �	��� "� ���� )��-����� "#     .���� ����	� ���'� *�� �	��

 ���G�K)1375 :807  (  
   @�B $������ �3� ��� � ���:b� 	� r	�-B� ��&%7  � 	;j-,� )�� ��b�7 �� �?� 6�� *
��
      ���
  � *�'5� .��,� 	�7 ���� 	��-K� �<���b � r	�-B� w�� "# ��b�7 )�� 	� .�;;# *� �	�

  � (���� �� @�0
 6���7 I7��� �� 	� � ��� �	�� �� ��F%�     )��;2 (�� ��!� *�'8��� .���
      	�7 $�,� @�B $������ ��3� ���  � "# <��K �	'N� ���  � "� ��  *� �, ��  � ��	'N�

 �*;��
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 *!��;#� "�# ���� $�,� "� )�;2 �� "-D! "R��  �   *�0> $��b	� �
  	�� �hF-,� )�� .���� �� ��'N "� r�	
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      (�?>� �h�F� � n	�7 ��'?� �6��	# �	3�� 	7 ��� *� I&, ���1 ";�� �� �����
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 O7	D= �� ��	� ��� �� "# ��	� �	� *-h
 n	4� "� � ��� *'5� <	D=��	��) 0
� "�D  �[�! �
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 ��	&� .���� ��� I�7�7 ��
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��	�	�    ������
 � 6�,�7 	� *7		;� $'� �;2 "� 	�� $,�       �t��� "�� *!���  .��� �� 	�'��
��       *�	��> *�,	;� *-�3� �� $��	� )�> �	;%� "� "��7 	� )�� �� .����� ���� 	� "'����
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�'?� ��
�  ���� |	
�'?� 6�� �� �� ���� �* � .����)    �> �	��� ��'?��)   $��	� ��	 

�	��$  ) .$�,� (,� �� "� `���� |	
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0# "�4� �	�� ����K  � ���� .* � �� "# $,��) �	�7 	� (5	>*  ���� � c	&,��:* 

��� ...� �	�� � $0> � �	�� � �	�  ��2� 2���  ��	  �3#*  �� ��*  ���� � ��, . ��)   � ���K
>� 	�	�� �� ���� � ",�;���	 	�"-�   _$,� �� <	A	�-K� ���� � �� "R���)   �� �� (5	�>*   ����

;�	7	A	�-K� ��* >� �� "# $,���	 5 � ��� "� "-�	�*  ���  � .$,� ���� $�	��)   �3# ��!� ��* 
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 �

� aK��* K :r.�) .�����G�� 1375 :815(  
1.           ����� *�D-;� �	�;%� "�� "�-D! O��� �	�� $�����E� ������ $,� "� *�	&� 	� �����

  �*������
 � 6,�7 g�� �� "# $3�� )�;2 � ���&� $%�&� �� 6�	# �	3�� *;���7 <	�G7
� "��� .����	� "-������ ������ ����G4� "��� �����,� �	��?-�� 6��,�-� Qd��� 	��� 6A	��, *-��,�
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    n��G%� "��;�� )-�3���� � n	'�� "# $,� )�� I5	� !}����� O0,�7 )�� $�	�� �� *-G
�
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 �$,� *'5� I�	�  � ��H	� ���;;# 6,�7 � "-,��
 n��# ��
           �� 6�,�-� $�,� )���� "�# ��	�� )��� _)d�, ��8�� "�� .���� �7 "�	G5	
 6,�7 )�� 	7
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	, ��� ��  � �� ������ � y	� ��
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)��              � �� �� ���� ����	� "-���� ����� n��G%� 9��G7 ����� *%�	�� O0�,�7 )��� �� "�#
F�-� .���� *�  	� ��� .h� *!���
�,      .	�'� "�# ���� �����
 *�-��h4> ���8� lK�� )�� "

  )��� �� �� ��
 )��� "#��2 _�7���� � �7 a�%b "� �;# *� �7 �&-, � ��	;7 �� J� ����;��
    J���G4� "�� ����,�  � "� "# �;�� *� *A	�� � 9�
      � )���:� "�� � ���� *�� ������

���,� IK��> "# $,� ��	� )�� �� �� "� ����	8� .���! *� ��	
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2.    @��4E7 .���, "� C,	� ��  	�,	,�   �	�;%�  � ���	&�  ��� � 	�>�   �� $�	F-�,� ������ �
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H	 .
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