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Abstract 

The book “After Method; Mess in Social Science Research” written by English philosopher 

and sociologist John Law, is one of the few books which explores the method itself 

philosophically-sociologically. “After Method” explores and challenges the metaphysical 

assumptions and normativities of conventional methods and tries to provide an alternative 

approach toward method. The book also rethinks practices, purposes, and expression 

techniques of conventional methods through a variety of case studies. This book advances 

the discussion in the space of constructivism and actor-network theory; however, in the 

author's opinion, it goes beyond these two in several places, particularly in the discussions 

related to indefiniteness and multiplicity. In this article, we will lay out the most important 

claims and positions of this book and discuss also some of its shortcomings. 
Keywords: Method, Method Assemblage, Multiplicity, Practice, Enactment. 

 

                                                                                              

* Assistant professor, faculty member of Iranian Research Institute for Information Science and Technology 

(Irandoc), Tehran, Iran, Sharifzadeh@irandoc.ac.ir 

Date received: 27/03/2021, Date of acceptance: 11/09/2021 

Copyright © 2010, IHCS (Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies). This is an Open Access article. 

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. To view a copy of 

this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, PO Box 

1866, Mountain View, CA 94042, USA. 





����� ��	
�� � ��� ��	��
� ��	
 �
	�
� ���� �	������� �	��	 � � �
	�
� ���� !	�"���� # 

!	� $�%� &	' #(�"���� ) �*�� ��	��) �*�� ��	
 �  �,� #-�.� /0	*1 #-231400 #127 – 148  

����� ���	 
����� �� ���� ��� 
������  

��� � ����	 ����  

After Method: Mess in Social Science Research   

)�������  �!"	 �� #��$� %&'( (�)��*	(  

	*:0 ;3�1 !��<*  

+��,�  

 ���� ��	�
��� ��	 ����� �� ������ :������  �� !�� � "����#$ % &�� ����'   (�)��
���� ��* ! +� ���� ,-� ../� ��#��'�    �����$ ����� ����! �� ��� ��0 �� ./� �-�� -

� !��   ��! ��2�3 ��0�)�    ����� .*��� �������    4*�)!��5)� � �6-7#$���! 8��9�2�!   4���
��� �! �� "�� �! 4�� �! �:�; �< � ����   ��! � *�=�      ��� ��< �� ��-*�< �2�6-�� *����

��>? )! �� ���@A ��#�0� B��C! ,#	 �� � 2D*)
D��E/ �2D F� � 2D 4�A  ,-� ,#)G
� .*��< 2D
H2I< �< ���� 4������! +� 42#A ��� �'�#< 4����7<� � �"*� ����2� �4�* �! 4��   ����! �� ��

�! ��23 �=-*'�+�< .0�/2< 4�J$ �� ���� ,-� .*��      �� K�C< �6L��2�=)� ��-2M' � ��-�2A
�! �#� *); �� H*)�-�' F	+ �< N�O ,-� �< ��2< �< ��� KC< �� H�-�    ,#� D *�	 �< B�<2! 4��

�! 2D�2$ �� ,-� +� ���'�A*); � FI! �:�P! ,-� �� .���       �� ����� ,�-� Q�9��! � 4���	� ,-2�D
      ���/�� +� ��02< 7�#' � ��� F#����0 R#�9�D � �2�� F#���0 S2T     ��02< ���
�+� �&� 4���

�< ��3� .0�/2< H��<�� ���� Q9��! � U:�?! &�#< �� �� ..��@A F#���0 KC< �< �� ��-�2A  

+-*���'� ��: F� ���� .Q9� �.0�/2< ���'�A*); ���� 4*)<  
  

                                                                                              

* ���$ ��-���/�W 	 �4���)$ � F�	.X#� �J        �&�2�ID �(Z�*�'�2-�) &�2�-� 8��	\T� 4����)$ � ���	 H��=���� �
�	
 �&�2-�Sharifzadeh@irandoc.ac.ir  

��D]- ��.$�- :07/01/1400��D �]- @��2- :20/06/1400  
Copyright © 2018, IHCS (Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies). This is an Open Access article distributed 

under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International, which permits others to download this work, 

share it with others and Adapt the material for any purpose 



128   ����	 
�� ������� �
���� � ���
 ��� ����� ������ ����  �! � "�#$  �%
 �#�&� '(�)*1400  

1 .
0��0  

���      ��; �	��
��� ���	 ���#� � ��
� ���*'��/� 4��      H���<�� �D��9�2�! ��- 8����eD
&�I�   �< � *'����! ./� �< 7#; �; 8���eD ,-� �! ./� +� 7#; �; � *'���   ,�-� f*)��

 ���� �� ./� �=/2�    �	��
��� ���	 ������ �� ������� g������  ��!   �� &� *����
    &��#	 ��< ����� ,�-� .*�� ]/�� &� �< � *)� h#�CD      �6-7#$���! 8��9�2�! � �'��L! &�2��

��� &� �� ��'�)� 4�� ��� �6-7#$��! 8�9�2�! �� ���-�� -�! �-�6-2!�   ,�-� �� �� �*'��0
.-��*C! �� ./� ��� ,-� 4��        ��� *�)� N%*��/� � *��� &��=' �� ��� &��I�  i��!�7: &� 

;#74  '#.� �� �-, ����� ��  ���  ��
'+�<�-  *�)'�   N�#�/ ��#��< &��I� .   ,# !��' � 2�D   �2�D
H*)��2� H*#G#� � �2D ��� ,-� �� ./� �'� +� 2D   ��! 2-��eD �< ��   .*)�=�   ,#�	 �� ��5#�'��

��� ,-� �6)-��! �-������ ��       � .�/��0 *)���� F�� ,#�); i\�
	 � *���< *#�! *)'��D
��� F�#:�-2j!� �'�/�)� �! K	�< &����� +� 4��#�< +� �� ���    8��9�2�! ��< h-*�< 4��

 *'�� h$�k 8����! �6-7#$��!�   &� ��'���A��' ��- �'���A�       ,�-� ��5#�' .*�))� ���2�/ �� ���
���2/ �!�� &�I� U'��� +� 4��#�< FI$ +� �� ./� ,-�    &� +� l�� ! ��
I$ ��- F#'�!   ���

�<  �! ./� �! ���� .�E' ��
� �/ +� �� ,-� .F-���   :.�$�-�� &��D»  ��! 4�� ��;   *���
�! � / �	�
��� ��	 ��3�       f*�)� >#�n�D �� ������ � �H*�)��2� �H*�#G#� 4��7#; �D *)�

&� �� �2� F���0 �	�� �< �� �� �! *)A  *�=�) «Law, 2004: 2.(      ,#�	 �� ����� ,�-� ,-�2<��)<
��� p�O &� �� ./� �	*! ��� $ 4�� �D�� � �$���' ��   +��#' � *'2M' .�/�    �2�6-�� ���

"�? '� �'�*)
D��E/ � 2D2-@�      .F#���< ������ ��� ��< .L��' 42D»     ��6�� ��< ����� ,�-�
.<�q H�#� +� *3  ��! r�$� ��� H��<�� &*#=-*'� 4�  �)�  H�2���A ��� *   "��? '� �2�D   �2D2-@��

H��=A  .�/�       �� +� 8�����! i\!��� ��n�0 8��I� +� � �2�D  .����2< +� 4��#��< H�#   4���
"�� �!  ./�) «ibid: 4.(  

 ���� �������   .0��/2< 4��J$ ��    �6L��2�=)� ��-2M' ���-�2A     i�2�#0� ��G'� 7�#' �
8� :�?!  .-��! (Materiality studies) �! ���A ��� 4��	� ���  ����� ��/�)�   � ��0�)��
.$2 ! �! S2?! �� �I��D h<�3 ��0�)�   � ��<25D 4������! ,-*); +� ��� ,-� 4�2< � *)�

H*-� +� 7#' �=-*'� � �� � !�� 4�� �2! �&�/�)�   4�*� �! 4���)$ � F�	 &�*)
=-*'� � &�/�)�
��
�+� �'� �,���)#/ �6-� �7'��< 42< ����:� �#�/� ���D% �'�2< ! 4��!  �&2D�2��/� ,#:2! �N�

���! s��
� �4������� ���'�� � �&��� ,���� ,-����< .�2��#A  +� ���� .��/� �	*��! H*)���-�' N���O
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.0�/2< �! 2D�2$ �-�2A Q9� �-2M' �	�' �< � ��� (enactment) Q9� �- �  &� ��- ��-�2A   ��;
Q3�� 4� �! Q9� �-�2A ) *'��0ibid: 141�! ( */�.   

FI! �:�P! ,-� �� � ,-� 4��	� ,-2D   .��E' ..���@A F#���0 �/�2< � KC< �< �� ���
�< *#�� H+���        ����D�� K�C< ����� ,�-� H���-�� � �% &��� ����� H*)�-�' H��<�� N�
��
.F#��< �����  

  
2����� .2 ���� � +���3&�  

) % &��1946 -  �� !�� � "����#$ (        � F��	 8�� :�?! u0��� ��2�$� +� ���#��'� (�)��
 � 4���)$ �F�	 �- �4���)$(�) � !�� �D  :./� ((�»,#< �=-�2A ,! ����   4*�O�D ���� 4�

� !��  (�)��     (� H+��O ��< v�� �! 4*�O�D � �  ��D (�.«1  �� 4� ���)� ��    � ���D% ��'�2<
h=#!  &�#)< +� &�:��   � �/�D � &���@�A    �)�� ��-2M' &�A*�)��  2�A  ) �6L��4w� &�  (��D )actor-

network theory (ANT)( �! *)/�)� � +� �6- ��  4����)$ � F�	 8� :�?! �� FI! 4���26-�
 ../���<-,N�O �2! +� �02< H�2
� �< ��* < 4�       �D�� :�?! �2�� H����� i\L�3 ��� �'�/�)�

�)� �-2M' +� �� ��� �5'� 2A �! 2D�2$ �6L�  �< �� 8� :�?! ,-� .��� �)�� �-2M'  2�A   �6L��
&� +� x��� � )1999(2  � *��� +���k�����A� 8��� :�?! »����� -�4&���D�« H*��'��0 ��!�'���� *

)Gad and Jensen, 2010 ���� .(��	 ����� �� ������ g������ �	�
���   H+��O �� 7#'
��� -4� &� �! ��23 �D �P! ,-� �� .�2#A..=A F#���0+�< r�9�! ,-� �< �: 

F� 4�   ����� % +� ..�/� &�����'� ��+� H��='�� ���/� &�)��     �� 4�*� �! 8%��P! � ���
 ����$ �)#!+ ��! �� ./� H*#/� y�; �< 4���)$ � F�	 8� :�?! 7#' � �	�
��� ��	   &���D

:�2� H���� ����! ,-� �<  

1 .) �	�
��� &�
:�	 4�2< F�	1984g( 

2 .FM' :��#'�*! &�2� ��*'�!+�/ ) �	�
��� �-2M' � �	�
��� ���1994g( 

3 .&��/�� 7�2! g�
#���� 4�� F�	�|)$ �� }�� +� �-��+   )technoscience) (2002g( 

4 .�A*#G#� ) �'�� 4�����2� �	�
��� 8� :�?! g��2002g( 

5 .) �	�
��� ��	 ����� �� ������ g������2004  g( 

F�  � ���/�2-� 4� ,#); F� ) �*)�-�'co-writer���� ( 4��   8�� :�?! �)#!+ i�D*
	 �
I!
  :����
�+� .��/� H����< 4�����)$ � F���	1 .��)��� �8�*��3 �� s��- g�����< ���� !  ���/�)�
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*-*�  �'��  )1984 g(2 . �� !��        � 4����)$ �8�*�3 H���<�� �-�������� g���%�#� ��/�)�
�?�/  )1991 g(3 .h6�  � !�� ,�0�/ �4���)$ &���)1992 � g(4 .�)� �-2M'  2�A   � �6L��

&� +� x� )1999�)#!+ �� �� 4��-+ 8%�P! ,-� +� 2#k .(     � .�/� H�2�� 2�=�)! �I<�=! 4��
N�/ ��   ../� H��< 8%�P! U:�3 �� 2�=#< 4� 4����=�'� 2#0� 4��  

 ���� �	�
��� ��	 ����� �� ������ g������ N�/ ��2004    �C��n .��-�� ��
     ����� ���#��'� &���)	 ..�/� H*� 2=�)! ��D�� 8���=�'� �/�D»After Method; Mess in 

Social Science Research «  .�CD h6�� �< �� ./�   ��! ��M�:�   &���D �� &�»  g��� +� x��
 �	��
��� ��	 ����� �� ������ «   .�2�� ��
�2D» ��� +� x�� «    � ,�$��2�$ ��< .�:%�

���� 8�!�7:� +� ,��@A .$2 ! � ��0�)� ��� ��0�)� F�	 "�� �! 4��    � ���� ���T �<
�< �	�
��� ��	 ��� +� ��M)! .���� ��0 ��T  ��� "��� �! 4��     � ���#� ���
� 4���

2� .*)��� �L#�2D��� *); "�? '� % 2M' �� ��#� 4��  �#�< �A��!� � 42-@�    4�2�< 42�D
  ��/��$ �'�A*)'��0 4�2< 2�C! H*)�-�' �� 4�����=#� �� .*'��� h-*< 4���26-�� �2-@�

./� ����' ���� ,-� �
�2D3 �! 4�  :*-�A»  ��< *-��� �) &�2�=���� �02<    ���0 ���T
 ��� ���< ���� �'�-�5��='��   ����� ����#� 4�������! (*��'�2�    [������ ,��-� &*��'��0 ���<]

x�'  ��O��  &� �G'� �< ���� ,-� .*'*#=� �< �� �! �<25D    ��! ��
�	 ��#	�2�=! *)��'��  :���
�#� ����� �6)-�        F�� 4*�)-�2$ ��6�< ..��#' N%+ � 7�#
D h�
	 �� H��A   �#�<�  � �9�!

)ad hocH�D�� *)!+�#' �� ./� ( &*!�     .��/ *�	��3 +�] 4���-+ 4��� �  �� .E�/ [� .�/� «
.(H*)�-�' �����=#�)  

 +� H*)�-�' ��M)! ,-�2<�)<»��� +� x� «   ���� ,�-� F-��@�< ��)� �� ��� �� .�#' ,-�
&�); �! &�	�� H*)�-�' ��0 �� ) *)�2004: 4        ,�-� ��< ��6�< �����?! ��' .�/� ,�6
! �' (

���� ��;��I; �- F-������ +� �� ./�) ! .$2 !/��0�)� ��0�)�  ��� ��� 4�   ��-�� 4��� 
�! �#� H��=A 4�26-�� � F#)� �@A *)I' ./� >? )! � 2D      .F-2�#A �#�� �� ��� ��< 2�D

�! F� *P' �< ��@A ,-� ��L:�    ��� ���0 *�P' ��' �!� *!�5'�     �#�� *�P' ��6�< ���  �2�$   � ���
 4��*)!��5)�)normativity( ��� ,-� ) ��ibid   ..�/� H*�� �����' he$ .=� �� ���� .(
he$ ,-��)	 ,#); �� :*'� 1    g��!*P! s�- :������� .2   g��
�	 4������2� .3 &��I� .   4���

 g�'�A*);4 gN�#/ �-��' .5 g&�7-2A 4�#�� .68��n .  ���  g"��� �!�' 47   g.�-��� � h�#ED .
8.  �5#�' ���� ./�#/ :42#A     H*)��-�' ��'��-�� � .��E' he$ +� 2#k .&� +� x� � �'�/�)�
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    ! ����! �� ��- s�- U�:�3 �� �� ��0 KC< he$ 2� ��  �� �D�� :�?!+# ��) ���  &�A��'�A 4
�#�  !� �2<.  

  
3���� 	'5* ����(�* � 67*&0 .  

K��C< ���< ������ ,��-� ������ 4���� ���! +���k� ��0�)��� H������ ���!*P! �� ���6'�); .�����  4�
���D��  ��� �� ./� �	*! ���� F-�2�     ��< �,#� ! �����-� ��6� �< �� &�I� "�� �! 4��

�! 2-�eD 7-�
�! � uE=! �D%�P! O�� *)��:�      *-��� ���eD ,�-� ..��#' ,#); &�I� ��
H*!�2< H�2! +� ,-��< .*��< � #LT ��	 ����$ �� ���#'�6! H�A*-� �-�   &�*�); H*)�-�' N�O

�
' �� &� �=-� �! %  .���� �! *-�A  &�I� �< F#'��D»    &��-2� s�- ��- ���2A2<�� s- �<��! �<
F��� &�-2� +� ��
! �� &�I� .F#=-*'�#< ��� \D ���FT  �:�#�/ ���   ���2�A ����    8�2�##�D ����
�#� �)#< &�$�T �2-@��' *#)� ��eD �!��� � &�6/ +� �D�MC: �< � ���) «7  �'��I� ,#); �� .(
,# ! � i�$2n �7-�
D �&�6/ ��-���-� �&��< ��3�! 4��  &��-2� �� 4�     ����2/ � F#�M	 4���
�:�#/ &\#/ � �� ��� .*)��� �� �'���� ��eD "�� �! 4��  ,#� ! g*'��� 4�    &�6�/ � &���<

        .*)���� ��3��! 4���!� �A*�)��2� � �42-@��2##�D �.#:�#�/ � &*�� � ./� H*	�3 � hn�
�! H*)�-�' ��� �< �
� 2A� *-�A    ���D ��< �'�*); 7#; �*-�2< �'�I� ,#); ��2/ �-�� 4��

��� �
' &��-�� �
'2< F� �:�0 ./� *);2� *�$�  ��� ,�-� ���2; .*-�2A    �-�2�A ���  ��<
   ��
' � *�'��� 7��2
�! � �H��/ �,# ! �.<�q ��!� � :�?!     ,# !��' �&\#�/ ��< *�)'��D   ��A���<

�#� h#�CD ���� xj/ H*)�-�' .*))� 2�/ �A*#G#� � ��A*)��2�  �2�$   ��! �-���    ��� ����
��� �! �\D ���� 2/�2/ �� xj/ � *'��� &�I� �- .# 3�� H��<�� "�� �! 4��    ��< *�)�
 �����������!4��&� +� 4��#�< ��- .*=6< �:�; �< �� ��  

 

1.3 A�0 � $%�B��   

��� �� ./� *P� ! % &�� ./� "�� �! 4��   �#�� �)�� F�      :*�'��� &��I� H���<�� �2�$
) �A��<�5'�out-thereness() ����<�' �independence( ) *�PD �anteriority( ,#� ! �   �A���<

)definiteness(��'��- � � )singularity) (23 -27 ,-� .(�#��2$��  ��<   �LD2�! F��   � *�'�
s- Q3���� �! .-�PD �� 2�-� ,-� .�E' ���� �� .*))� ���       ��� *�'��� �� �2�$ ,�-� ���

  �#��� ,��-� ..���� &�2��#< &� �� ����5'� �� �'���I�  H*��-� +� �� 2���=���� �2��$  4�����<
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A ��< ��� 4���P�'� ��- �O\�n� ��6' *); �< *#�� H+��� .
�3
Q$� .F)� H���� ��� *���0 ��23 42�I< .# 9� �� �� ���� �&*� 

1. �	2$ &��)	    ���� ,-�»�	�
��� ��	 ����� �� ������ «,-��< ./�  �#�< N�O   2�D
4������! KC< 4��   ��/*)I! � �6��7� �� #LT ��	 �)#!+ �� ���� ,-� �� H*�    ���L:� .*�'�

 ��! H���� ���� +�k� �� H*)�-�'        8����D �	��
��� � �� #LT ���	 ��;2A ��� *�)�   �-���
F��<  8���D ,-� �!� *'��� ��     ���#
�� 4� K�C< ��)#!+ 4�2<     ����! �� ��� �L:��?! � *�'��*'
��	  �! ���A � #LT   .��<��� 7�#' �	�
��� ��	 �< ���    ,-���< ..�/� 2-@��     2�M' ��< N��O

4������! &���� H*'���' �! �	�
��� ��	 �)#!+ �� 42�=#< 4��   �#�< F�I$ �< .�'��D   2�D
��2< 2�=#< �� H*)'��0 8���M�'� � *)� s
� U:�?!  .*)� H��  

2 .   +� ����' �A*�#G#� ,-� ���A ��L:� ../� FI$����� � H*#G#� �-������ H*)�-�' &�<+
H*#G#� �< ../� r�9�! ��0 4����� � &��< ,-� �< ��-���� �� N�O  h�e$ H�-�    �'��-�� 4���

�< �! 2M' �! 2�C! H*)�-�' */� H��/ &�<+ �< .�'��D ,��� � 2D     .*�)� &��#< �� U��?! 42D
F�      H��� s�- ����� &��-�� �� H*)��-�' ,#�);      � >-��� D +� ��J < i%�� g.�/� H���� ��!�'

 &�#P?)! N�3 �< &� 8�C#9�D»   ���0� ��< >�-2 D «      ��� �C#�9�D � >�-2 D ��) - *)����
���! ���I�! s��- 4�2��< H*)���-�' H*��#G#� ���I�! ����0 +� 2��A� ���� H����/ *����L' 2��D  � 2��D

,��� 2D2A  < R#9�D � >-2 D ,#)G
� ..�#' H��� +� ��02   ���     ���$2A ����� ,��! +� i��)#	
H*�              �� &� &���� ��< 4+��#' 8���n ,�-� �� ��� .�/� �$��� ,��! R#�9�D 2�A� g.�/�
H��� �!�'    �� 42D2�)���� � 2�-� 8�C#9�D *-�< 2�C! H*)�-�' �� .�#' �$�� 2A�� .�#'
H��� �! ����� �!�' .��� 

�I<� ,#)G
� ��' ���2/ 2�=#< �� �D%�6�� � ��   ���)� .���� ����� ,�! �� *'��� ���
N�6�� ,-� +� ���! *); �< ���� ,-� � :�?!       +� ����' ���-+ N��
�O� ��< ��� �2� ���02< ��

:./� H��< ,�! �-�D ��)� 2�C! H*)�-�' H�L���  
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3 . �C�n ��83�! ,#); ��/�/ H��<�� H*)�-�' � :*-�A 

‘In his synchronic linguistics the sign thus links sound image (signified) and concept 

(signifier)’ 
�< H*)�-�' �5)-���        ..�/� H�2�� H*�#!�' N�� �� ��I�! � N�:*�! �� ��-��� 2-�eD  H�L���

�:�O��   ../� N�� �-��� 2-�eD � N�:*! �I�! ��/�/ 2M' �� ��  
4 . �C�n �� H*)�-�'96   "���eD s- h�	 H��<�� v#PCD s- ����7A   �� ���?3 ���LA2!

�! KC< �< �� &�����'� �! ,#); � ���@A :*-�A  
For, yes, the framing assumptions of Euro-American metaphysics are still hard at 

work... The inquiry – necessarily allegorical because nothing speaks for itself, nothing is 

transparent, everything has to be read as a symptom, as being about something else – 

thus denies the possibility of non-coherence, multiplicity, priority, and all the rest. 
      ��! ��� .�/� �'��-�� 8���L	 ���
� h6=!       � �5��'�2#k &��6!� v�#PCD ,�-� *�-�A

�A�-� �#P< � �*PD [7#' �] ���'�A*); ) ���A�-� �< H���� �� �-����� 4�� -  (*�'��� �-�6-2!�
�! ��6'� ��     s�-7#$��! ��;���I; �� ��6)-� �< ���D�< v#PCD ,-� �� ./� �:�O�� ,-� .*)�

�-����� -�! ��� �-�6-2!� �! �� �� ��'�A*); � �5�'�2#k �;2A *)�  �) -) *)� �!�  *���� 
 *PD *-�L' �! (*)� ����� �'��- � F5�)! ���7A s-�A�-� 2�-� �    �� ��;���I; ,�-� 4��

  .*)� ��6'�  
5 �C�n �� H*)�-�' .101 ]-��D H��<�� �! S2T �� ��C< ��-� ��-�' :*)�  

‘Knowledge that does not fit with current ideas, and is therefore now taken to be 

wrong, does, however, need to be explained. It needs to be explained because some 

explanation is needed for the fact that the scientists in the past failed to understand that it 

was true’. 
�! H*)�-�' �'�� ��-� 4���' ]-��D �� *-�A   ��'�� (��/� 2< ���@A 4��    ��� $ 4���

�! �<�-+�� &� 2A� *'�� *)��< ./���' �'�)� �'�� (�/� 2< ��     ����2; *�'��� ,#�#LD �< +�#'
���'���' ���@A &�*)
='�� �'�� �� *)�� u#E=D *'�  &��./� H��< ���n�< . �! 2M'   *�/�

�< H*)�-�'           v�LT ����2; ..�/� H�2�� H�����/� ����n H��� +� ����� H��� 4��� ��< H�L���
]-��D        ��'�� ��� *�)�� u#E�=D *)���'���' ����@A &�*)
�='�� ��-� 4���'  &���   �����

<H��  &�) ./� �< �� �! 26$ H�L��� �'�� �� *'�2� .(./� ���n &�� 
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6 �C���n �� .120 h��-�< 82��<�� H����<�� H*)���-�' �  �� ���
�	 �-���!+� H��� +���k� �
H*/ �! .LCn F�*�� :*)�  

‘that is, the creation of a set of conventions for recognizing and responding both to 

other natural philosophers and to claims about the behavior of air. First, then, on social 

philosophers’. 
   ��< ��!��� �� H*)��-�' �:� ./� � #LT ��/\$ 2/ 2< KC<     ���/\$ S\?�n� +� H�L����

�! H����/� �	�
��� .*)�  
7 �C�n �� .125 H��<�� H*)�-�' �Mount Corner H�� +� �6- �  �2� ! 4��  �2�
�3 �� "

�! .LCn ��#:�2�/� �:�
�  *)�:�O��� ��  &� ./�� 4\!�Mount Conner ../�  
  ����! �� v#PCD �< B�<2! ���! +� 2#k 4� � .F���@A &�#! �� % &�� �< �� 8%�6�� ,-�
      ,�-� ����! �� 4� R#�9�D ..$2-@�� �� 8%�6��� �#P< ���� �D�C#9�D �� �����?3 "��eD

A �� ��< ,-� N�6�� �;2»�! �� ,-� �� � 3�! �� ����#< ��- �< ./� �����   7�#; �; F���'
F���� ,�� �� «�! &�)�� �!� �! �� ���7A ,-� �� F-�A     F�� .�$2A 2�M'�� ��#�
D F� &��D

.CD         �6-7#$���! 8��9�2�! i��!�7: ���#�
D �'���0 �� 8���n ,�-� �� �� .�P#PO/�M�:�
�-����� -�
' *#:�D+�< �-�6-2!� �:� *'��     ,�-� .*�'����� 8��9�2�! ,-� �P#PO �'��0 ��

�
'�� ��� &�*); H*!� ���7A ,-� H��<�� ,�! �� �G'� �< 8�C#9�D     ���6' ,�-� ,��! � *-�
�
' �� H*)�-�' 2M' ���!     ���6' ,�-� (��/� 2< �� ./� +% 2�C! H*)�-�' �5#�'�� .*'�/�

9� ,�! �< 42�-� �D�C#9�D �- *)� N�
	� ,�! �� �D�2##�D  .*)� �$�  
�! 2M' �< ���$ 8%�6�� +� 2#k �-���C! 8�6' &��D       ����� ,�-� U�:�?! H���<�� 42�D

 ���n�$ &�7#! H��<�� 8�6' ,-� +� �6- .�2� S2?!     .0��/2< +� ����� ,�-� ,�$2�A   � ��-�2A
 ../� �6L�2�=)� �-2M'�< D��L	� �-2�     &��; �
#����! .��<��� � �$2 ! �< ���� ,-� �-�

F��� ; ���� 4*��)<  ���! �� 4*��-*� .O���/ ��5���'�2#k ���'�A*��)   i�$2��n ���- *-���=A
.0�/2<    ��! ���< �� �6L��2�=)� �-2M' � �-�2A      � ��'�A*�); H���<�� �� ���6' f*���

�L�' ../� �-�2A 

8 .»��� 4*)L
� « �6L�� �#L� ��#�<       H*)��-�' � .�/� �6L��2�=)� ��-2M' �� 4+��/
�
' uE=!  8����! �D�I� �; +� �I�! ,-� �� *)�./� �- ./� &� +�  &� ��< 7#; �; F�

�! �$�9� ) ,�)� � ��A �6'�); .*)�2010�! (  :*)-�A»4*)L
� ��� 4��    4���-+ 8���2���
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 �<»�)� 2A �6L� �� «�! 2M' �< �� 4�C' �< ����      �� ��!�� 4��� i�$2�n ��:�� ���'� �� */�
./� ��$2A) «Gad and Jensen, 2010: 59 .( 

F��� i\L��3 ���6'�); ,#��); .
���3 �� ������ ,��-� �2��� H������  +� ���� ���� ���	�� �-����
.0�/2< �! 2D�2$ �6L�2�=)� �-2M' � �-�2A �! i��O�2n H*)�-�' .���  �! �� *-�A»   *�-�< ��!

) Q9� �< � F-2#A2< .0�/2< +� �� &�!7�2
Denactment( F#)� ���D) «140,-��< .(    ��< N��O
N%*�/� ��?/ ,-� H*'���' &�
A  &�*); 4��4�3   ��
' S2�T �	�� ,-� 4�2< 4�    h�#:� .����

Q9�! ,#); 42#A �2$ �� �< 4�  �-����� s-7#$��! F5)� � ��I; -��� �� �-�6-2!�   4���
  ��!2< *)���� �)�L! &� 2< "�� �!     ,#� ! �2�$ ��) - ��2�A     H*)��-�' .��'���- � �A���<

�	*!  .0�/2< �< �� ./�     ��
' &�*�); �6L��2�=)� ��-2M' � �-�2A    ,�-� &���D  �2�$ ��
�)��  Q9� ���� �� F-��� +�#' �! �5#�'�� .��@A  Q�3�� �- �-�2A   ) Q�9� ��-�2A140  .F-��� (

.0�/2< �;2A ���2; *	 �-�2A �! .0�/2< *)-�2$ �� �� ,# D  �:� �2-@� ��3��  ���   *�)-�2$
�! ��0 �< �L�' ,# D � 8�Lq �-�I' N�eC! *� �
D   :�2#A  

 H���».0���/2< «H�A*��-� ,��-� F��I$ 4�2��< ���< .��-�� �#���� ���� ����$����  � .��<�q 4����
�
��!  �< �6�< *'��*' �< �-�*D �! ����    ��< &���� N��T �� .*�)-�   ������ 8��Lq   �&���
.-�� �! &��       �#��� ��!� .*���< 2-@��2##�D � ���*�-���' ��=3�)! h<�3 ��#�< *'��D ��3��  ��� 

�:�< .#L�D *'*� �! �P�D H*� ) *'��42  .(  

F� � h#:� ,#
� �< ,#);.0�/2< �     ���� .0��/2< +� x�� �� ./� ,-� 2< ��eD �-�2A
�! �
D .0�/ ��0�/ N�eC! � ��� F� .#��! H*� � .#L�D �#<  H*��    ..���� *����0 4�

�:�O��  ��»,E/ ���D �Q9� +� ,��A      ���2�� � Q�9� ..�/� ,�0��/ ��*! ���2� �< &�2�
�#� �
'+�< H�A .# 3�� � �*)��-�  ,�0�/ �< ���<�� ��&� ��*! *)��� ��) «56  .(  

N%*�/� ,-� H*'���' 2M' �<      .0��/2< �� �%�� .*)���#' ����� &�*�); ���    ��-2M' � ��-�2A
�)� 2A   F�� % &�� ��0 �� ./� 47#; ,-� � ./� ��3�! i�$2n �-�I' ,# D � 8�Lq �6L�

�! ��26D ���� N�T �� ����< �! � *)�  :�2-@�»8�Lq   +� ... ��3��! � � �9�! 4��   +� �-��-��
�!2<2��/ &\#��/ ��/ 4�2��< �� �-2��� F��� ���< � �*��'���8���Lq ,�0�  *��-*� � ��3���! 4����

,# !  �! *))�) «117Q9� ,-�2<�)< .(  8��Lq �< F� �-�2A     ��
� � ���� ����< ��3��! 4���   7�#;
�< .0�/2< �� ..�#' 2##�D � &\#/ �� ��3�      .0��/2< �#�� �6L��2�=)� ��-2M' � �-�2A

�� 42#��-% � �-�I'�6L� � �)� � ���*' �� �! &�2�=)� 4+�/  ��3��! 8�Lq 2� &��D  �� 4�
  &� p��O 4�2< &�2�=)� ���2
� &�*< ��3�! 8�Lq i�#'�q .*)� h-*LD 2##�D � &\#/ �< H��<��
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    .�#�!�	 ���CD� � ����2
� 4��) ! �< ��3�! 8�Lq ,-�2<�)< ���*' &�6!� 8�Lq    ,�
���' 4���
�< ,-� � ./� 4��-+ �
' 2M' /� �< �'�*); �2$ *»,�0�/ ��*! ���2� «   Q�9� .*���< �����

       ��< ..��� 8��Lq 4��P<� 4�2�< F���< &�2�=)� �MC:2� ���2
� 4�) ! �< ���*! .0�/ �-
H*)��2� �C! &� &*� ./*< ��3�! 8�Lq �� �!�2$ F� +� H*!�   .*���  

   ��E< �� ��6'�); g./� ��'�A*); �< B�<2! 2�-� N%*�/�» .�# 3��  �A*); 4��� ��'« 
&��  �'� &�; �'��� s
� �< % N��! N�! 4��!  �-��!� ���� �� 4���
#< ��
�+� �   ����$2A
,#-��  �� �� ��)D&� �� �'��- .#��! 4��
#< ,-�  N��eD� �< ��'�A*); 4���� �6�< ���*' 4�   4���

F#' hC! ���2; g./� *)<   x�� � �������2� ���  ��'�2�     h�#0� &� Q�9� �� �D�����! 4���   .*�'�
 �� ���:� � ��D% ��� �< H���� �< H*)�-�'����=-�!+� �A*'+ �! �	��     �� ,�-� ����'� ��� *)�

  :*��'*P� ! ��'����- ���<» ���! 2��M' ���<    ���� *��'��� �� �2��$ ,��-� �����:� � ����D% *��/�
H���/� 4��  x� �@: �) .���' �'�2� &� 4��    .��� F���< i\!��� (�� �   ��)��
� � ����  *�'� «

)35 K�C< �5#�'�� .(       .0��/2< ��#P< � ���D% 4������ +� �� ��! ��'�A*�);    ��-2M' &��-�2A
�)� 2A  �! 2D�2$ �6L� ,-��< .�2<      .��� � ��)���
� i%�� H*�'���' 2�M' ��< N�O �   &*�����

H���/� �< ��'��- s- ���� 4�) ! �< .���' 4��       �� F�� % ���0 ��6'�); g.��#' ����'
�! H���� ���� x� � �����2� ���A *)� �'�2� �)��
� F� �< ��  ��! ��'��- ��5-� � *'�   *�))�

&� �� .�#' ,-� 4�) ! �< ,-� �!�  ,#�); i�D�� ��        �A*�'+ ����� �� ����:� � ���D% i��#'�q .*�'�
H���/� � �����2� H��=-�!+�  .���' 4��»s- «    ��� �� ��� �� �s:��/ H��=-�!+� �H��=-�!+�

 .# 3�� .0�/2<TRF  ��! >#n�D *)��� (*��  &�2� ��+� h!�	)     4*�O�D ,-�2<��)< *�))�
 .0�/2< �� ./� � #LTTRF �'��- .#��! &�-����      ��� .�/� .�/�� i���:�q .*��< ����� 4�

�
' .LCn ��'�A*); +� ��0 ��n� ��q� +� s- �#� �� ��D%    ��< ��'�A*�); KC< �!� *)�
 � ./� ��A+�/ �6L�2�=)� �-2M' ��n� 4����C!�!    � �/�D � ���< i�$2n �� .�A &��D

  ../� &�  
9 .�6'�); �-*-F % +� 2T-v S2T �'�A*);� ��  h�<�P! �2A2�6D ��-  �!� *����0  Q�9�! 
��0 �� Q9��! L�'��2A-�'� �*� *)� .�4 !��A-* ��;��I; 26$4 ��-� !�*���0 ��  ��! 

!#&� -�'��� � �2A2�6D�- ./�� �< ��E�)'� '7<#F .�� :��� �P$ -s  3��#�.  �-s 2M' �-�� 
-s F=;+�*'� ���� ���� � �� !���  3��#.��� 2M'-��� � F=;H+�*'� ���4  2��6�! .�'# ��5 

:��� Q3���2A�- �0 ./� � �'#�5 !���  L��'��2A ��- .� �-, ��  :��O�  .�/�  ���   �9�#. 
;��#74 ��<#, ���-, �� .��/� )62 .( 3����#.���� ���'�A*); *)����� ���!� h��e�)! � ���A#��E 
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+�  F�  '#*)�� �6�< <#, &��� N�eD���4 '#F*)< ��23 ���� .&�� % �;2A �< N�eD���4  �'#F *�)< 
!�*'��D +� �ID� L�'��2A�- .$2 !�0�)�� !�*'��D 2�<-�7 ���2; �' !� &���D  .��A  ��� +� 
 �<#, ��  3�� �#. h��e�! H*�� - �6� ������ � �- 2��4  ����n .��/� ) ����2; �� �������- 

F� '�����  *'��� (� �'  �!� &���D  .��A  2��  �-s  �*��  �*�� � �� !+# ��)  ���0  ����n *�'� 
)+�<  �<  
�#, :�#h �� '���j
�� *'��� � �*� �*� '# *)��� .( L��'��2A ��-  .�$2 ! �0�)��� 

�<��0��0 �� �J$4 .0�/2<�2A�- �4&� �D�  ��� % �� � �-,  �����  ��D  *�O + �-��4 �� &� 
x�)D  !�*)� hC
J! !���� ���2; �� �-, �J$ "�6� !#&� �*n -8�*3 � ' �#7  N��e�'� 
F=;��+�*'� �  3��#.�� +� !#&� �����2< !���� .�< D��L	� �-2� .$2 ! �/���  ��<  ��) !4 
/\�#s i\n� �k*k� �6L�2�=)� �-2M' '#.� .��<-,N�O Q9�! %  i\!��� +�  L��'��2A ��- 

l��0 
'���� .L�'��2A�- �-2�4 �� &� �� L�'��2A�- �����0�)��  �!� *�)'��0  F�� �� 
�4&�D�  .��� �  F�� ��  Q�9�! % . ��! � �-,  L��'��2A ��-  ����� �0�)��� �� �� ���! �I� 

��  ����'4 �  x�6���� � �-*-F .%    ��� .��/� *�P� !� �-, ���  3�� �#. ���4 ���'�A*); 4� �� 
Q9�  !� *))� .�;2A ��A� �-,  3��#.�� �)��
�� *'��� �!�  ���A� ��  h�<�P!  *)����  i\��! 

,6
! ./� -6� ��<-* -s �� +�< ./� � �-2�4 ��<-* ���<  .�/� .��  2�M' % � �-, ��� 
2�  ��  3��#.*'� .�2<�)<-, L�'��2A�- �����0�)�� �'#�5  �!� ���� . ��!� ��  ���6'  F�I! �� 

�-, �� ���� ���� ..�E' �-�6) �-, �� i\!�� �A#��E +� F� '#*)��  ��6�<  N��eD�  �'#F *�)<4 
<#, &��� g*)��� �E<���- +� x��'�2� �-, �� F�'����� *'��� . ���6' �� � �-,  .�/�  ��� 
<#, &��� -s *	 &��PD 8�*3 F��O ./� .-6� )x6���� (���4 x� ��'�2�  H�2���A 2�D � 

F�*)<4 -�  �6L��  ��34 2�D4  g.�/� �� �'# ��5  ��;2A  2�� ��  � 3��� *�'� � +� � �-,  .�I� 
L�'� �2A�- �����0�)�� F��O ./� �!� 2� �� �< -s H+�*'� *)
D�*3 '# *)��� .+� � �-,�� �� 

����! "\�0� !#&� &� �� »�3�� �����'4 !��A �-* » ����<« �  x�6����  �!��A �-* » +��<«� 
&�O�2� -s�*n �� ��)� »x6����« !��-*)��« )83  .(  

 

5
:��� . ����  

 ����     �	��
��� ���	 ������ �� ������� g�������   82#�e< H*�'���2<��    8��6' � ���
h<�3 h!�D �< g./� 4��-+ ��#�< KC< H�-� H*-*� ���'�A*); H��<�� &� 4��   �F5��)!2#k 4��

          ��� U��?! ,�-� h�e�! S2�T ��< ����� ,�-� ,#�)G
� ../� �-�+ � &�=0�� ���#�
D &�#<
��� �/�)� ���� +� ��0 �� �/�)� �! �-@�D �n�0 4��   ����� ,�-� � *))�   4�� ��/�)�



!��!� ���� ���!�-* (� ��%. ��� ���/0-1 ) ...4"�* ��)5( 6��7(   147 

/� ��@A2q� &� ���2� � ��� *-� �)!��v#
	 *-� .   ��! ��� H���<�� H*)'��0 �< 42D   .*���
   �����$ ��/�2< ����! �� ��� ��0 �� �<��� &��)	 �< ���� ,-� ,-�2<�)< - �� !��   ��0�)��

��23  �! &�#	 �< � *��  ��� �6-7#$���! 8�9�2�! &�2�  ��     ��� ��< ��-*�< H���' ��-�� 4�
�����  �! ../� *)
�+�� *��  

,-��<  H*)�-�' ��0 &�	�� �< N�O     ) &��-�� s�- ��D .�/� +��k� s- 2�=#< ���� ,-�2 � �(
    ��/2� ��
D ��< ��� .��� ��M�'� *-�L'      ��! S2�T ��� ������! � ���     � ��'��- ]�/�� *�)�

��!��  �/2� S2T ���A % 2M' �< .*�*< ]/�� +� ��0 4�� &� �< &���    ,�-� � .�/� 2�I< ��
�! �5'� i�D*
	 ���� ,-� �� ./� 4��� � h#:� ,#
� �< .*��     +� 4��#��< ��;2A ����� ,�-

KC< �
D �� ��  �! �3�< H*=' �! �(�2� �
D �� ��C< &���< i\n� 2A�) ���@A   42�6$ �-�! *'��D
 ��#�0� ���3\	 &�*)!  .*�� ��23 2�-� 8� :�?! �5'� 4�2< r�9�! ,-��-,  �����  �!� �'��D* 

�2<4 &�2�=���� &�-�5='�� � � !��/�)��� �2!/�)���  8�� :�?!  ��)�2$�� �  8�� :�?! 
F�	 � ���)$4 �!#* *��< � � :�?! &� n�D#� !���� . ��6'�);  i\L�3  H�����  *�� � �-,  ����� 

���
�2D H*��� .��/� �� ���< H�2��
� �#�������= �'-H*)��� �2��<4 &�A*��)'��0 ��/��$�� 2��=�)! 
*���0  *�  .  

  
	� �&� ��

 

1 .  .&�����'� ��+� H��='�� .-��<� �� &�=-� �eE� h-�$�2�  
2 .   ) H���-� H��
��� Q��3���� 2��q� ,��-�Volume 47, Issue S1  ��� !�� ���/�2< ����5! (  ��0�)���

)Sociological Review     &�A*)��-�' +� F�� � .��� H��
�� ���/�2-� F� % &�� &� �� �� ./� (
  .H��
� ,-�  

3 . ��:�P! ,-� H*'���' �/�D ���� ,-�          4�2�< H*)��-�' ������=#� H�2�
� ��< � .�/� H*�� ��
�2D
 .*� *���0 2=�)! 4��+ �< �/��$ &�A*)'��0  

4 .�� N�
�O� �� ��
#< &*< +� ��
�3 4�/ �< 8�n�2$ l��!� �x6���� ��   .��� �5'� �� ���$2A
�! H���/2$ 8�n�2$ (�/� 2< � ���   N��T "\��0� �  �<�D+�< 4��  l��!   ���D+�< 4��� H���  H*�� 

���' �� &�7#! �&�0 &�-2� +� �! uE=! ���$2A   .���  
  
  
  



148   ����	 
�� ������� �
���� � ���
 ��� ����� ������ ����  �! � "�#$  �%
 �#�&� '(�)*1400  

���� 
0��  
Gad Christopher and Casper Bruun Jensen (2010). ‘On the Consequences of Post-ANT’, 

Science, Technology, & Human Values, Vol. 35, No. 1 

Latour, Bruno, and Steve Woolgar (1986), Laboratory Life: The Construction of Scientific 

Facts, Second Edition, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. 
Latour, Bruno (1987), Science in Action: How to Follow Scientists and Engineers Through 

Society, Milton Keynes: Open University Press. 

Law John and John Hassard (eds.) (1999). Special Issue: Sociological Review Monograph 

Series: Actor Network Theory and after, Volume 47, Issue S1, Pages: 1-251. 

Law, J., and Mol, A. (eds.) (2002). Complexities. Durham: Duke University Press. 

Law John (ed.) (1984). Special Issue: Sociological Review Monograph Series: Power Action 

and Belief A New Sociology of Knowledge, Issue Editor, Volume 32, Issue S1, Pages: vii-

viii, 1-280 

Law, John; Lodge, Peter (1984). Science for social scientists. London: Macmillan Press. 

Law, John (1994). Organizing modernity: social ordering and social theory. Oxford, UK 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA: Blackwell 

Law, John (2002). Aircraft stories: decentering the object in technoscience, Durham, North 

Carolina: Duke University Press. 

Law, John (2004). After method: mess in social science research. London New York: Routledge 
Mol, Annemarie (1999), ‘Ontological Politics: A Word and Some Questions’, pp. 74–89 in John 

Law and John Hassard (eds), Actor Network Theory and After, Oxford and Keele: 

Blackwell and the Sociological Review. 


