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ARTICLEINFO ABSTRACT

Keywords: Background and Purpose: This study aims to explain the requirements of a multicultural curriculum
Curr!culum, ) based on the objectives of primary education and answers to this question that regarding the
mult!cultural currlCl_Jlum, multicultural nature of Iranian society, which features should this curriculum contain and to what
multicultural education extent the current curriculum is based on these features.

Methods: This was a qualitative content analysis (inductive-deductive). The statistical population
included authentic (valid) documents, including national curriculum, specialized texts, and theses
related to multicultural curriculum and the educational package for primary school curriculum.
Research sample included the national curriculum, related studies in multicultural countries, and the
educational package for the course of social studies in the primary school. Purposive and criterion
sampling was used by giving priority to the articles that were up to date and have a profound
connection with the study subject. To collect the data, national and international sources in the area
of multicultural education within the years of 2009 to 2020 were used. Finally, unrelated sources
were excluded and 86 sources were analyzed. The social studies educational package was selected
because it is more expected to contain multicultural components. Research data were collected
through documentary research and were analyzed through a qualitative (descriptive-interpretive)
method.

Results: In terms of the first research question, five components were extracted as the multicultural
curriculum, including the observance of educational justice, acceptance of cultural pluralism, interest
in peaceful coexistence, respect for divine religions and a combined approach in curriculum content.
Based on the content analysis of these five themes, findings related to the second question showed
low interest in multicultural curriculum components at all levels. However, the themes were not
equally considered.

Conclusion: Low overlap between the book content and the course design guidelines, and the
unbalanced, non-targeted, and inadequate distribution of multicultural curriculum components were
among the results of this study. Based on the results, dominancy of exploration skill training
approach, problem-solving, and critical thinking to present curriculum content are suggested.
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Introduction

The curriculum content is defined in the smallest and
most effective element of the education system, i.e.,
the classroom where teachers and students coming
from different cultural backgrounds, distinguished
lived experiences, various cultural sources
experience an everyday learning context(1-2).
Combining individuals’ cultural belief and their
learning context would closely relate culture to
learning (3). Thus, cultural fundamentals in the form
of a multicultural curriculum should be considered.
A multicultural curriculum is the rebuilding of the
mono-national curriculum that requires proper
contextualization to understand the necessity of a
multicultural approach by authorities. Such bedding
requires a dominant multicultural discourse (4). The
combined approach is a step toward improving the
multicultural ~ curriculum  through  combining
curriculum content and avoiding a single discipline
(3). Such planning has profoundly influenced the
procedure of features development and thus many
countries made their educational system committed
to the improvement of knowledge and multicultural
skills in their students (4). Developing ethno cultural
literacy and teaching multicultural skills have
created cultural understanding and brought peace
and social cohesion, leading to the sustainable
development of countries (5).

In addition to emphasizing the necessity of
multicultural themes in the curriculum, literature
also confirms the gap in the current education system
(25-29). As prior studies verified the existence of a
separate subject-oriented curriculum in the primary
education and with respect to the lack of a conceptual
model underlying multicultural curriculum framework,
the research gaps are demonstrated (9,14). In this
regard, the purpose of the present research is to
explain the requirements of a multicultural
curriculum based on primary education objectives.

Method

This is an applied study in terms of purpose and
qualitative descriptive research (deductive-inductive)
in terms of method. The first research question
investigated multicultural curriculum components.
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The research population included two parts: the first
part was the national curriculum, and the second part
included specialized texts, valid papers, and
educational websites of other countries having
multicultural experiences with combined approach.
Research sample included national curriculum and
related literature selected through purposive
sampling method. Categorized tables collected
research data through documentary research. Data
were analyzed by qualitative content analysis
(deductive research approach). The second research
question studied the overlap between the current
primary education curriculum and multicultural
curriculum. The statistical research population
included educational package (curriculum guideline,
course book, and teacher book) compiled by the
organization for educational research and planning in
2012. The educational package of the social studies
course in primary school was used as the research
sample. This course was considered as it embraces
higher multicultural component expectations
comparing other courses (29). Purposive and
criterion sampling was done. Research samples were
background and related texts, and analysis unit was
multicultural related concepts. Data were collected
using a conceptual matrix table of deductive content
analysis featured with a literature review based on
the multicultural curriculum features. Data were
collected by documentary review using a researcher-
made content analysis list and analyzed by a
qualitative content analysis (deductive research
approach). The results accuracy was assessed by a
reliability criterion (33) in qualitative studies.

Results

In the first step, the multicultural curriculum features
were explained in the framework of primary education
principles using the inductive qualitative content
analysis method. The process contains free coding,
classification, and sub-classification and meaning
extraction (30). Categories of educational justice
observance include equal distribution of scholarly
sources and services for all individuals regardless of
attributive features and attention to the special
requirements of students with different needs (needs)
(4-5). Categories of cultural pluralism acceptance
include familiarity with the evolution of cultures,



Quarterly Journal of
Child Mental Health

culture recognition and promotion, strengthening the
power of cultures, as well as familiarity with ethnic
cultural literature (2). Peaceful coexistence categories
include improved intercultural relations, open-
mindedness, and admitting unity despite plurality (9-
10). The features of respect for divine religions in the
multicultural curriculum are subcategorized as follows:
familiarity with monotheistic religions' teachings and
respect for the inherent dignity of human beings (39).
The categories of multicultural curriculum's
combined approach embrace applying justice-based
pedagogy through flexible curriculum content,
varied teaching, assessment methods, and learning
contexts (11).

In the second research question, five themes from the
first research question were deductively analyzed in
the social studies educational package for the four
primary education levels through content analysis
(30). In educational justice observance, the analysis
operations included embracing ethnic characteristics
in providing educational facilities, and attention to
the needs of the students suffering from social
problems and/or cultural and economic poverty (36).
Analyzing cultural pluralism acceptance includes
awareness of cultural histories and utilizing ethnic
and cultural achievements (37). The peaceful
coexistence analysis resulted in creating intercultural
respect, intercultural dialogue context, and enhanced
individual identity to strengthen the national identity
(38). In respect for divine religions, the analysis
resulted in respect for values and norms of religions,
acceptance of religious minorities, and instructing
desired human relations (39). The analysis for the
combined approach of the multicultural curriculum
provides caring for cultural, geographical, and
historical requirements and applying combined
approach-based teaching methods (40). According to
the quality and quantity of open coding, the scholar
found that multicultural curriculum components
were relatively ignored in all levels; however, the
themes were differently processed.

Conclusion

Multicultural education is an emergency need for
multicultural communities that requires a multicultural
curriculum. Studies indicated the poor overlap
between social studies educational package content
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in Iran with the aforementioned multicultural
components (25-29).

In the first research question, educational justice
observance highlights that all learners deserve equal
educational opportunities at school regardless of
their nationality, class, religion, and gender (21).
Cultural pluralism acceptance tries to highly signify
the educational needs of societies made up of
different cultures (37). Peaceful coexistence seeks to
prepare individuals for peaceful coexistence in a
multicultural community (38). The respect for divine
religions would extend students' attitudes in religious
recognition and appropriate conduct against
different religious beliefs (39). The combined
approach intends to change and adjust the education
process to affirm the multicultural value (40).

In the second research question, providing

opportunities to identify ethnic, cultural literature
through art and literature enhance the powers of
cultures, and cultural recognition and development
were relatively considered and related to the
acceptance of cultural pluralism. The other remaining
categories (educational justice observance, peaceful
coexistence, respect for divine religions, and a
combined curriculum approach) (25-29) were almost
equally ignored in the book content. It is evident that
in the age of information explosion, the inclusion of
all the considered concepts of a course in a
curriculum is a misplaced expectation; thus, inquiry-
based instruction, problem-solving, and critical
thinking approaches were proposed to remove
curriculum content limitations (19).
The research limitations include problems in accessing
the curriculum sources of countries with multicultural
experience and lack of high-quality national studies.
Curriculum planning based on a multicultural
framework for public education, explaining a
multicultural approach for influential academics, and
instructing multicultural teaching and assessment
methods to the teachers are proposed as the research
implications.
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