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Abstract 

This study aims to throw some lights on certain aspects of pre-modern social life in the 

south Caucasus. Focusing on Shushi as a typical case, it attempts to explain different 

characteristics of urban life in 18
th
 century south Caucasus in relation to the political, 

ecological and social conditions of the region. Central to this study is an attempt to explain 

the contribution of tribal force to the formation of urban life. Following a general look on 

the historical background, it traced the process through which a tribal governor established 

Shushi as his center of power and developed it to become a small town. In the meantime, it 

surveys the physical as well as social structures of the town as a part of its historical 

development. Finally, it tries to highlight the role of Russian domination in continuation 

and development of Shushi's urban life in a modern period. The study shows that Shushi's 

historical development as a typical case in 18
th
 and early 19

th
 south Caucasia has been 

directly affected by both internal and external factors.   
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2. ���� �� ���� ���� �  &!� ����� ���� ��/*!0*//*�����  

(	�� (��� ��)*+ ,��- �4�=-� L2��� �� %��&�/%������ (�$     Q�2 �� E�� n?�$� .����
%A� (���         X��64 (��" ����"��� N�� #��� �� 1	�+ Q�2 #�
 Q2��� .�	
 #� �6<� ?��!� �

)%:2996 -1038/1588 -1629 ��) �� �
 � ��a> ((��� !  ) ,����1049/1639   � 1�	�2� ���
 (
   ?�J�� #�k	4 ���)*+ ,��- 	P2� ��
 .�*k ?K�� �"���	U �
 ��" ?2�)� ���m4   � �����

 N�" # �5H ���G��� ��H �� .?BG ��!��� #�7)� �� #� ��
 �
�"> ?� �� �2�   ,���- �� .�
         ��
 � ����m4 ?�2�� ?�8� ��G�K �52��6+ .����	�� #�� (�P�> �" ��	
 1��	" �� 2 ��)*+
     ������ � (	�k�8! �� �J��" ���G�K 1�J .�J	$ � ���� �-�� X��! .	6�� � ?2���

)���	� �/���@���
1970 :124 -130Khalfin, 1986: 35-41; ����� .( �=B� �   �J��" N�	�! �
    ����" %���*� (��$ N�� #�� �� � .�*k (��� ��)*+ ,��- �� %�! .	�" 1���� Q2 #�
         (��2��$	U ����� Q�2 ���a> ����
 %�B2	
� ?�2��8! ��
 .��&� ��g=+� Q2 	�PBC O���
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?J�� #2��
 %��&�/%������ (�$ �� #� ��
 f�- � ����     ��2� �� �� �4��=-� ����� .��
��K�"	!)��$	U #)7�! 1397 :194 -197  .(  

     	�P2� #�&�G n���
 #�)7�! �2� y��
 � QC�� .��	�" 	P2� #-�=! ��
�B! ?"��	$
    .�	�
 �� ?�k	U #�� �" 9�M"� ���m4 .��+ ;$�� .�*k (��� �� ��)*+ ,��- %�! 	�"

��!�	$ �2� %A4� �@
 	
 ;5<� � �!�A� .�	B��   �@2���� 	�" �2� .����
 #=U�2 ?��a ��
���" .��G��� #�       ����+�J � �=�<�! ��!��A� 1��C ���	4��" �
�� �BJ�� � �2�U�:"

 ��d<2	� �K���)��
1374 :370 -371      O����	� 1����� Q�2 #�
�m! #�
 .�*k (��� �� � �(
(��
�� 9�&! �.��&� ��g=+�      �� 1> .�	�6��� ?�� +�! #7�$�� #�
 �?U�2 �2����J .�	
 .�

  	��2� 1����! ?��
�+� 1������ #��
 %����&�/%������ (���$ 	��$�	$(���" � �����m4 �1�  ����B�
?J��  �/���@���
)?BG 32�6� 3������1970 :89 -155   ��
 #�<2�)! �� 1��&@� � 1��	2� .(

 f��- � ��!��� 	�RS� ?8� �!� ���2� .	=� h�$> #&�G � �J�"   #=�$��� .���   �� #�� .�
y�� #
 ?"�� 1�2	- (�$ ���       #�� #�� ����" 32��6� w���� �=� - �
 QC�� �2��	�"

$� ��	! 1�:  1���&@� �� � ��-�+ o�2�� 1��	2� �� .����
 �� ! o�2�� � 32� Q2 ?�K� U �
 )��=�"�� ?$� �� �� �58! ���+ �K	P�� o�2��Bournoutian, 1992: 97-98; Idem, 2016b: 

11-20E�5*� �1��! �2� �� .((�" ?@=2�� �    ?�U�
 �?�� - 	A� �� #� �3����� � ?J�� ��B�
� ��P��	U � �4�=-�   ?6�<� #
 ?!�:� (��� �� ���
 .�2�=! 	�" 	P2� ����8K .���<


) N�� �5���� .��	2�1762 -1797   ��! 3�8� ;2�	�" �2� �� .	=� h�$>  (  )�	��Brosset, 

1849/II:  Lang, 1956: 185-232.(  
    .?�"�� ����*� ������ ��� 1��K�$ �� ��
�� �� ���J .�2�� �
	a #��	� .��	�" ?� ��

 �� #)7�! �2� 9�$1136/1723     ��" 9�M�"� 	��6� 	=� �����!	U #
 X�� �!�A� .��+ ;$��
 �� � 9�$1147/1735        9�M�"� �� ����=�$��
 �� (���� ��2� #�&�G #�!����4 ��) �� �
 ���� #�

)��
 #�$��Gerber,1760: parts 30-45; Kurukin, 2010: 114-160 ���� N��+� .(    �� 	�=� #��=�$�
�@
 � �
	a #��	� 9�M"� 2��#��	� �� �     .��2�� p�*� /��� �
 D+�� �� ��J .�2�� �
��-

    9��$ �� ����m4 � #��$�� .?U	G ���k ���m4 	7J �� 1�J	=B� .�	6��� ���
 � ��J
1137/1724 ��!�	$ 1> #&�=� �� #� ��=U�2 ?$� �)U��� #
   ��2� �� Q2	� 9�M"� ?8� .��

�4�
 OU��� �2� .���! �! �+�
 ���> ���=J� �� ���+ ��       ��� ����
 � ���
�� .��	��" #�� �"
(����� ?J�� �� .�        ?�2�� ?�8� �����4 #�� (	��a � ���> � ��G�K .���	�� �	6=$� � ����

   ��
 .��
�2 #!��� ��� 9�M"� (��� �� ���> �4�=-� � .��g=+� ���� � ��" p*� ����
 ���m4
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1���� ��2� ��-�     ! ��"� #�� 1�	
��" � ���
>���� 1�C .	=:C�� .	�" .��   �� ���J ?�+�
      .	=�B�
 ����<
 h��$> ������
 .�*�k (��� N�� #�� �� ��J .�2�� ���&� O��� 1�2�!

 ��
�� 34 �� � ���2�)���"Khalfin, 1986: 37-41  .(  
��
>����)6(   	�P�BC O���� ?�	
 #
 � %��*�/%����2 (�$ N�� #�� �� ���
�� ,��- ��

� 1�	2� �2�2�� ���&� � ����� � 1�	2� ��6$��! �� � e	7! (�G	P�K Q2 #
 #�$��?U�	   ��!>�
   (��$ �� #��$�� � 1�	2� .��&� �I��6! %A4� �@
 .�" 32�6� ��J .�2�� �
	a #��	� ��

#�� � %��*� �! N�&�� (�G	P�K �2� O2	H �� %��&�/%������ (�$ ?<@� .��    �� ��!� .��"
#5k�U  ��� ?$� �� �� ��J O��� .�*k ?K�� r�)$ �� E� w��� .��     (��P2�� #�
 ?�<@�

    )��" 32��6� #���	=! ����
 Q2 #
 �EF$ � ��$�� �2�2�� .�	��Kurukin, 2010: 114-132; 

Butkov, 1869/1:92-94; Gmelin, 2007: 19 ?� �� ��� 1�	
�" .(    	��" ��2� n?"�� ��
�B!
  ,��"> 1�2	- �� �?"�� ��	+ �:" � �J�" #
 ��J .�2�� .��&� (�� 	$ 	
 #� QC��

 ��!��� � .��K�$1712 -1718   .��2� h�$> ��" #
 � ?U	G ��	+ �52� .���	�� ����� ���!
(�P=��:$ ?� �� �� 	
	G ��=$�G 1���2 _���G       ����J .��2�� ��
	a #���	� .	��" .��

 	2�g��! %�$	� #)7�! �2� �� ���B�	�" .��$ �� �
�J )���Gerber,1760: parts 30-45  .(  
�� �� D+�� .��	�" �
 #<2�)! ��     ?�J�� �	� ! �� #�� ���)*+ ,���- ����! (�   ������

�B�	:BK � ��!���     ?�54 #�
 %�� ��J .�2�� �
	a #��	� .��	�" ���="�� ��	+ #=$��� .��
?K�� /�	"�         ?��	
 #�
 %�� � %���&� (��$ ?�<@� #��� �� ���> #
 1�	2� � #�$�� .��

� �� #�$�� � 1�	2� �
 �2�2�� ���&� #� ���	R D
��! �� .�����J	
   ��58! 1��2��	��!	U ���=J
�! ���>      ���5G 3�g*! ?6�<� #�
 _���G .���	
 (	�
 .	=B�
 ?��!� � ��6R �� �?"�TG ��

 #�� ��a> �� #)7�! �2� ?� ��1770 1�B�        ��2� �� ����8! .	��" ����� N����� (�����
)?$� (���Gmelin, 2007: 6-46.()7 (��!��� #="� ��2���-��
      ��2� 9�M�"� �� E�� #�� �2��

�B�	:BK �
 � �" ��a> #�$�� ;$�� (���     .����	�� ��=�$ � f��- �EF$ � (�"���� .��
          ���� ! .?�"�� (���� ��2� .	��" ����� �2��$	U �� ���� ! ��)� �?U�2 #!��� �58!

_���G #�� �� ��J .�2�� �
	a #��	� .��	�" .��$ �� �
	a 1�	��� �J	
 #� �2��   .���
   �� ?�$� #�
 %�����/%�����$ (�$ �2��a>(�        ?�2�:� (��2��$	U ����� ��2� N����� �� ����

)����Bieberestein, 1898: 9-28; Ferrieres-Saveboeuf, 1790: 218-227    .(  
    .��PK� 	�P�BC ?�2�)� %��&� (�$ �� ��)*+ ,��- �4�=-� L2��� %�! (�5- Q2
   �� #�� E��5*� 1�C �2��	�" ��� ! �- #
 .?$��	�" 	
 1> 	k��4 ;5<� � �52�6+ ?<2�
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#B2� # !�- Q2 ��!� (�P=$�J �
 .	�" ���     ���)*+ ,���- .��	��" 	m�� ���
 �����J	
 ���
         ��2� .�����
 �52��6+ (�P=�$�J ��
 �2����	�� �=U��2 ����+ ���" %��&�/%������ (�$ ��

   ��" �2��B� ���T�! (�$ #�� �� {@B! ��H #
 ?� ��n       (��"���� y	�! ��
 #�� ����!�
)1160/1747.��	! ?!�:� ���=+� �(     ,���- �� ��58! .����	�� � �" s� q� 1�	2� ��

 #�2�� ����<�� � � �6H D
��! 	
 ;5<� �
 �� ��=U�2 ?k	U #�� ��C ��! #
 ��)*+    ����=+� .���
 N�:8=$� �� ��J ���8!)��B@
Bournoutian, 2016b: 23-24Q2 ��65C �-�� ��:" �� .( 

 ���!� (	�C     #�B2� 1�����J #�&�G �� ���58! ���  5a�����2� ���    ���
�� � #�6+ �� ����-�+ .�
�5 8=U     �J��" �� ������-�+ �� .	�P2� #J�" 1��	2� �� �o�=�+ �$�� #*2�H 3<� �� 1�J

1�J #*2�H �� ���	$ 9> 1����J        #�
 �� ��58! ����+ ��K	P�� #�*2�H 1���&@� �� � �����C
 �/���@���
)��=U	G ?$�1970 :159 -160  � #�� �����
 �2���	�� s2��H �2� �� �B@
 .( �

?$��$ ,�C���C �� � .�*k (���    1�:�$� ���)*+ ,��- �� �?K�� �2� .�����B� .��
.�����" 3<� �� #&�G .���5a���2� �#��� .�	
 .����
 (�" (���      #�
 #�� �����
 �!��� 1�J

�B�	:BK �� h$��H (�" � 3�4�$� (�" �
 ���	� _����   #�&�G �� �%�����" (�$ .��
 (�" �:K� h��k �*�k�)����
 ����1358 :317 -326Hirotake, 2005: 241-258; .(   .�����-�+

 ��
�B! ?� �� ��� 1��	2�)��="��Bournoutian, 1992: 97-107  .(  
�2�
 1���� 	=B�
 �%�����/%����$ (�$ #��=$> �� �h��	�     #�
 ���)*+ ,���- .	�" .��

	+ �52�6+ � �52� # !�- Q2 X�� �� #� ���" 32�6� ������J ���+ ���	!  1����4 .��="�� ��
»1�J « ��! (��*=$� ��)*+ ,��- �58! 1�2��	��!	U #�      ��=J��$ �� �6�g�! 3�k� �� �����	�

  �� ��$��	�!)��
 .�*k ?K�� .�����B�1368 :4  �.	�2�� n1371 :75 -82nFloor, 2001: 

95;       �K��! � .���� .���������$ � �2������� ���� ���J �58! 1�2��	��!	U �2� ���P��� .(
���
�� #� � �! 1�:!� ���> #
 � ��
 (���! .�-	
 .�*k (���      �� ���J ��58! �	�5+ #�� ���

?�$ .���� (���� #2�� � ��      �� ����K�! �� 3�k�� D
���! ?2	2��! � .��>�	G �{�g@� .��
    Q�2 1�2��! ?�<@� #6�	! �� #� �58! ���=+� (�P2�� ����2� ���� �� .��
 ������ �2� �2	=�!

� .����B2�J #:6"    #�� ����:!� ���� �� ��
 1�	2� 1���" 1�!	U �� �"�� �$��$ ?�4�	B!
(	�
 .�	
 �����J �2�       Q�2 N��)! �� #�� ���
 (��� 1��:!� ���> #
 ��="�� �58! D
��! �� .��!

?�- �� .��8! .�	��      ��K��"	!)���" 	���� ���)*+ ,���- �4�=-� ���� ���1399 :
144 -146  .(  
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" # $�� � ���� �1��! �2� ��         .��PK� �� .	��" ����� 1����� Q�2 1����4 #�
 ��"�
�! .�	�� .�2�=!          #����B�� Q�2 .���� ���)*+ ,���- .��	��" 	=�B�
 #�� �K��� �� n�	�

 ���
 � ����
 �@2���          O����	� �4��=-� ����� Q�2 �� .�*�k (��� �� ����> #�� %���
#��B�� ���C �+�U X�$� �� �"�" ����" �����J	
 � 	��	U �"�" ���� .��
 .�   3�!�4 	�� �

       �� .� �����! � ���J ����+ p�*� .�	�
 ��58! .��	��!	U Q2 ?$��$ 1�2�! .	P2�
(	�
 (��� #� ���!� ?$� �� 
 .��
 ���<�� � � �6H D
��! ?2	2�! � .	�G     ��2� 	��B���- 1��J

     #�
 (���2> �� 1> 32��6� �� .���g� �	� ,�@=�� ��J ���+ (�P2�� 1���4 #
 �� �2�+ # 5+
 .	�" 1���� Q2   �� ��"�" �X��$� �2� 	
 .?"�� 1> Q2b�	� ?"��	$ � ���2�� ?6<� #


�! L�$ #��� 1���  Q2 �� �2��»y�� 	�" «     � ����� ����� ��$�	
 #�� �	� ���5+ .��)*+
�G�2� �� �J	
 %�U .�	
 1> # $��      .���$�� �� ���� #�)7�! ��2� �� �4�=-� ���� .��

� #
 �=J��	� �� ��� .���� ?��� .�� =$�      ������J .���8! ��)� #�
 #�-�� �
 ����� �2
        ?��*�� � ������J ��2� �@2���� (�P=�$�J ��$�	
 ���"�" # $�� � E�$S� �� 	�B���-

  .���� ?��� ���+ #
 1��> �
��=$�  
  

3.   ��� ��� 3�! �4 &�56��4  

   %���&�/%������ (��$ N�� #�� �� #� ��
 	�B���- �����J �58! ?!�:� �$	� �"�"
5<� V�
�	+ 	
#2�$ �� 	�B���- 1����J (�P=$�J .��=U�2 ;    ����> 	�k� ! D
��! .?$� N��
� �� .�

�� ?$� #
 #*2�H �2� N�)=! (�P=$�J �� �)�+� ljH�   #�2��8�� #
 ���> O5 � �� ��U	k � ����
(���� �@$ �:2����� �52�6+ L2��� D
��! �� ��2� ��-� �
 .���  (���"� �.�*k (��� .��P�   .���

#
 ��6! (	�C      #�5- �� 	��B���- #�*2�H ������" �2� O6H .?$� (�!> 1����J �2� �� �2��
          #�
 1> s�2��H ���" ?6�$��! #�
 #�� �����
 V��
�	+ (���� �� �52�6+ /j=`� Q2 .�q4�

�$ :��	� #
) �:2�����            (���"� #�
 #�-�� ��
 � ���2� 9��=�� #�
 .���
 #�=U�2 �	�" (�� �
 ���T! #*2�H �	�B���- 9�-��	�!     #�
 .����� � 9��M! (��� �� #�� ����
 ��j2� #5- ��

?"� � ���:2�� OH��!   9�-��	�!)�����
 #=U�2 1�:$� 1�!�$ 1> �� � (�	� ��� V�
�	+ .��
 �	�B���-1994 :17.()8( .�� 9��G L2��� 	P2� �f�
      (���� h�<� �V��
�	+ ��58! E2���   1��J

 1�a�� #
 �� 	�B���-   )?�$� (����$� 9��M! 1�JMirza Adigözalbeg, 2004: 135  ��=J��$ .(
    #����! 1�	�+ ���)*+ ,���- �� ��	=!�� �4�=-� ?<2� �� �&2�� .�PK� ��Uj=`�    #�� ���


       ���! ��!� .?�$� ����"� ��!�	�$ ��2� �2��U�	M- ?� +�! #7$�� #
 1> ���� ��a> �
�2��
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�	-��! ��� N��+� .��      � � ��" ���a> %�����2/%&�� (��$ 3�2��� �� #� �+	" ��B� (��� �
 � 9�M!        .����	�� �!��+ h���	� � ?�U�
 ����G	G� �� ���� ! %��$ �?U	G ��� .����

  )?�"�� ���)*+ ,��- �4�=-�Margarian, 2001: 75-78     ?�� +�! #7�$�� #�
 1��� V��
�	+ .(
?� - �2� .�	2T� D�$� .������C � �4�<! ��5+� ��� .��    � 9��M! (��� �� � ���B�

	�PBC 1�:$� ���" .���� ��=� - �2� .��
 1��>   �!��
 �	� � w	� s2��H �
 v2��� #

#2��8�� � �����J ����� �!	:2� � �:2����� �52�6+ .��     �� 	�� �� �52��6+ (���	�G	
�� ����

           1��" (����� �� .	Rt�! ��)� ����> �52��6+ N�&�<�� � s�2��H ��2� N��&� .����
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