
Thinking and Children, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Biannual Journal, Vol. 11, No. 1, Spring and Summer 2020, 249-281 

DOI: 10.30465/FABAK.2020.5674 

Importance of Fostering Critical Thinking in Children 

through Stories in the Rumi’s Masnavi: 

An Educational Approach based on Lipman’s Theory 

Seyedeh Asma Nejat
*
 

Soraya Razeghy
**, 

Hengameh Ashouri
***

 

Abstract 

The purpose of this study is to acquire critical thinking skills through stories in the Rumi’s 

Masnavi and explore its role in child training. First, the importance of fostering critical 

thinking in children is examined, and then stories in the Rumi’s Masnavi are analyzed in 

terms of critical thinking skills based on Lipman’s work. The research is descriptive-

analytical in nature, seeking to answer the question whether stories of Masnavi meet the 

needs of children in terms of subject and structure in order to develop personal philosophy? 

The findings indicate that more than 211 stories in the Masnavi provide potential 

challenges for the child’s cognitive processing, in addition to being emotionally powerful. 

Through an indirect way and different topics, the structural features of those stories can 

affect children’s thinking and lead to the formation of critical thinking skills such as 

questioning, drawing inference and so on in children. The development of such skills will 

help children to be able to clearly understand and evaluate a variety of issues around 

themselves. 
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