
 :  20/05/98
 :  02/11/98

 )229-243(  
  

  
  
  
  
   

  
  

    
   *   

      –            
                   

    .               
              .     
                

                  
   .      

  
 :         .  

  

                                                      
*      .  Secretary@apll.ir 



230  
   

  
   

 

                 
                  

           .     
      .                  

              -   
                 

               .   
            -      

                    
          .     

               
       .          

                  
                .      

                 
              .    

     ...       .      
                  

                 
                

                 
                  

  .                  
     .           

               
                 



231 
   

 
    

 

                 
             

       .         
                

               .    
                 .  

            .      
         )(     

)(                  
 .                

                 
                 

     .              
                 

                  .  
                
              

             
      .           

                  
   .               

  .              
       .            

   .              
               .    

                



232  
   

  
   

 

                   
                

        .      
                

              »  « 
 » «           

              
        .          

     .           
            .     

           .      
  

      
                  .

            .    
                    

       .          
              .   

                 
               

           .    
                

                
.                  

   .  )     -     (
             ×        



233 
   

 
    

 

        .        
                

         .         
             
.               .  

               
         .    

                  
   .  

               
                  

                  
                  

         .         
              

     )    (       
             .  

               
                

 .       
                   

                 
              .  

                
 .    

                



234  
   

  
   

 

               
 .     

          »    
«               

            
               

      .   
                

.      
  

        
  

  
:  -  :   

:   :   :    
 :-   

 :               
 : :       

 :      :    
  

                
       .  
  

  
  »    «  -    .  

  »     «        
       .  

 )   (» «         
  .  

) ( »  «          
 .  



235 
   

 
    

 
The Shahnameh of Ferdowsi and Iranian Identity 

 Mahdiyeh Khaje Piri 
 
The deep cultural relationships between the two nations of Iran & India date back 
thousands of years. The nations of Iran & India have always had a vast amount of 
ethical and spiritual affiliations which are clearly reflected in different forms of arts 
and culture, including poetry, music, and various sciences. The depth & significance 
of these connections and the dimensions of these relationships are so profound that 
even the existing political and social mishaps have not been able to undermine and 
damage the cultural links between the people of these great nations. 

Based on the historical evidence from Iran & India, these two nations had deep 
relationships even before the entry and formation of the Aryan Tribes’ civilization. 
In the Post-Islamic Era, the common cultural relationships between Iran & India 
became so intimate that many Iranian scholars, artists, and craftsmen emigrated to 
India and helped make the civilization of the great India one of the greatest 
civilizations in the world at that time. Historic monuments such as the Taj Mahal & 
the palaces & mansions of the shared Iranian-Indian civilization such as the Red 
Castle, palaces & thousands of examples of art, indicate the depth of the relationship 
between these two nations. 

One of the greatest and deepest fields of common relations between Iran & India 
is language and literature. The Persian (Farsi) language dominated over much of the 
Indian land and over the hearts of its people for over seven hundred years. Scholars 
wrote books in Persian; poets wrote poems in this language and the letters & 
correspondence of the kings were in this language. According to the fact that the 
epics and fables of Iran & India were close, the literary and epic connection between 
the two nations was reinforced. 

Among the many Iranian poets who influenced the literature and culture of the 
Indian subcontinent and gained outspoken fame, Hakim Abol-Ghasem Ferdowsi is 
at the forefront of the list. The main reason behind this claim is the hundreds of 
manuscripts and printed versions of the Shahnameh in India. Reciting the 
Shahnameh has been a favorable activity amongst the Iranians & Indians for 
centuries and many handwritten versions have been written in various families. 
Iranian & Indian artists have made great efforts in way of producing Shahnameh 
books. Calligraphers, portraitists and gilders of courts and scientific centers focused 
on Shahnameh as a significant epic and hundreds of Shahnameh books have been 
written & gilded by Iranian & Indian artists. 

Following the work of the artists from these two nations, the International Noor 
Microfilm Center has decided to publish a new Shahnameh with authentic gildings 
and miniatures. This Shahnameh was completed in the 70th year of the political and 
cultural relationships between Iran & India in way of showing the depth of the 
bilateral relations between the two nations despite the change of languages. 

Along with the writing and illustration of the world's largest handwritten 
contemporary Shahnameh featuring 44 miniature illustrations and 388 pages of 
different gildings, the International Noor Microfilm Center has made further efforts 
in way of reviving the works of great poets such as Haft Awrang of Abd-Al Rahman 
Jami and Khamsa of Nizami Ganjavi, as well as the contemporary famous Iranian 
artist Mahmoud Farshchian by the hand of Indian painters. 
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